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WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 



2 
 
 

No matter who you are or where you are  on life’s journey, you are welcome here 
 
 
 

 
WELCOME  

 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 
Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  
the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  
the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World 
Health Organization.  As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend 
social distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. 
We are doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We 
have put in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot 
guarantee that you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church 
building, you agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, 
covenant not to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC,  its  
employees,  agents,  and  representatives,  of  and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, 
costs, or expenses of any kind arising out of or relating to  your  participation  in  our  programs,  
services  or  activities.  You understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on 
the actions, omissions, or negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and 
representatives, whether a COVID-19 infection occurs before, during, or after participation in 
any such program, service, or activity.  

 
The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 
    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 
 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 
3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 
CCLI License # 11282912 

 
 
 
 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
October 3, 2021                       Our faith is over 2000 years old                                 11:00 a.m.   

Our thinking is not. 
 

 
 

 
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY  

And then all that has divided us will merge,  
And then softness will come to a world that is harsh and unkind 

And all will share equally in the Earth’s abundance 
And then all will live in harmony with each other and the Earth 

And then everywhere will be called Eden once again 
                                                                                    - Judy Chicago, The Dinner Party 

 
GATHERING MUSIC                  

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano and  Dr. Ron Morgan, organ   
 
WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                           

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  
joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 
walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 or go to our church app.  
 

You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  
For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are in the narthex. 

 

Thank you for your gifts and generosity. 
 

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                 Anthony Cabrera, soloist  
For the Healing of the Nations 

The congregation is invited to sing the response printed in bold. 
 
Bangladesh and India, Taiwan and China, Japan and Hong Kong, North and South Korea, 
Indonesia, Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia, Philippines and Australia, Papua New Guinea, Iraq 
and Iran, Palestine and Israel, Afghanistan, Jordon, Syria and Turkey,  
 
    Response:   Peace be yours. For the healing of the nations, we pray to you, O God. 

For the healing of the nations, we pray to you, O God. 

Continued… 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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France and Spain, Switzerland and Italy, Romania and Slovenia, Czech and Slovak Republics, 
Russia and Finland, Austria and Hungary, Croatia, Estonia, Ukraine and Poland, Norway and 
Sweden, Iceland and Denmark, Germany and Scotland, Ireland and England,  
 
    Response: Peace be yours. For the healing of the nations, we pray to you, O God. 

For the healing of the nations, we pray to you, O God. 
 
South Africa, Angola, Madagascar, Namibia, Botswana, Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, 
Sierra Leone, Central African Republic, Senegal, Liberia, Cameroon, Nigeria, Tanzania and 
Sudan, Kenya and Congo, Ethiopia, Somalia, Eritrea and Rwanda, 
 
    Response: Peace be yours. For the healing of the nations, we pray to you, O God. 

For the healing of the nations, we pray to you, O God. 
 
Bolivia and Chile, Uruguay and Paraguay, Ecuador, and Trinidad, Brazil and Argentina, 
Colombia, Venezuela, Costa Rica, Mexico, Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Guatemala, Puerto 
Rico and Barbuda, Antiqua and Dominica, Virgin Islands, San Martin, Antigua, Guadalupe, 
Greenland and Canada, Haiti and Jamaica, United States and Cuba, all immigrants and exiles.  
Peace be yours. 
 
For the nations of the world and for all their peoples, for each tribe and family, and for all 
creation,  
 
    Response: Peace be yours. For the healing of the nations, we pray to you, O God. 

For the healing of the nations, we pray to you, O God. 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  
      

    One: All around the world, 
      Many: People rise to greet the morning and sing praise to the Creator. 
      One: All over the earth, 
      Many: People hold hands around a table and offer thanks. 
      One: All around the globe, 
      Many: Some cry for food, some are filled with laughter, all search for truth. 
      One: All around the world, 
      Many: Hearts hear a sacred call and yearn for peace. 
      One: Throughout this day, across many lands, 
      Many: Sisters and brothers share the bread of life and drink the cup of joy. 
      One: All around the world,  
      Many: People sing, and we join the unending chorus of praise. 
 
 

 
 

Please remain standing for the opening hymn. 
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*HYMN                                                      In Unity We Gather   
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*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
One: We recognize Christ's great mandate for inclusion, celebrating and giving thanks 

for the diversity in which God created us, each in God's image and loved by God.  
 

In this spirit, our family of faith declares itself to be an *Open and Affirming, a 
Just Peace, a W.I.S.E., an Anti-Racism, and a Sanctuary Church, extending 
hospitality and affirmation to all people regardless of race, cultural heritage, 
ethnicity, age, gender, sexual orientation, immigration status, gender identity, 
physical or mental health, socioeconomic status, or religious tradition.  

 

Let us embrace our differences and welcome the stranger and the familiar by 
saying, “The peace of Christ be with you.”  

    Many: And also with you. 
If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 

If you are gathered with others at home, share the peace of Christ with one another. 
 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace of Christ with them.  
 

TESTIMONY   
Gilbert Chaidez    

South Florida Community Engagement Manager for Rise Against Hunger  
We invite individuals, families, or groups to witness to a transformative or meaningful time in 
their life because of this church or to one they have experienced through a program or 
organization that is supported by Gables UCC. Please know that your financial support of the 
church does great things not only within these walls but far beyond. If you wish to give online 
this morning, please go to gablesucc.org/give or text GABLESUCC to 833.245.6434, or offering 
plates are available by the front doors for your gifts of checks or cash. Thank you!  
 
THE GIFT OF MUSIC                 At the Table of the Lord                        Angerman & Martin 

 The Chancel Choir 
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON                  Psalm 133                                                    

How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity! 
 It is like the precious oil on the head, running down upon the beard, 

on the beard of Aaron, running down over the collar of his robes. 
 It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion. 

For there the LORD ordained his blessing, life forevermore. 
 

Friend, listen. God is still speaking. 
Thanks be to God! 

             
THE COMMUNION MESSAGE  

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner   
 
COMMUNION HYMN              Let Us Break Bread Together          

You may remain seated 
 

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 
or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and during 

the Called to Care prayer time on Wednesday. 

http://gablesucc.org/give
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Let us break bread together on our knees, let us break bread together on our knees.  
When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun, O Lord, have mercy on me.  

 
Let us drink wine together on our knees, let us drink wine together on our knees.  

When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun, O Lord, have mercy on me. 
 

 
 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Our table is wide-open to all who desire a closer relationship with God no matter your age, 
gender, station in life, sexual orientation, or faith tradition.   

 

If you are worshipping with us online, we invite you to have available a piece of bread/cracker 
and a small cup of juice/wine ready so that we can share together in the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion If you are worshipping with us in the sanctuary, and do not have a communion 

set, please raise your hand and an usher will bring one to you.   
We use grape juice and gluten-free is available so that all may come freely.  

 
INVITATION   
 

 
WORDS OF REMEMBERING  
 
PRAYERS OF CONCERN AND BLESSING 
 
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
    One:            The bread is blessed and broken like the banquet of grace.  

    Let us eat the bread. 
    Many:         Sharing love, we will never be hungry. 

 

Please eat the bread. 
 
    One:            The cup is blessed and poured like overflowing tears and joy. 

    Let us drink the cup. 
    Many:         Drinking deeply, we will never thirst. 

Please drink the cup. 
 

INVITATION TO GIVE, SERVE, AND BELONG PROCLAMATION  
 
*BENEDICTION                                                                                        

One: You were called to this table. You were fed at this table. You were united at this 
table. Now, you are sent from this table into all the world. Go into the world, 
with courage. Set a place for all who hunger. Fill the cup of all who thirst. And as 
you go, may the Spirit of power and love attend you, may the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ uphold you, and may the great faithfulness of our God sustain you, 
now and forever.  

Many: Amen. 
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*SUNG BENEDICTION        Let There Be Peace on Earth  
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me. 

Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be. 
With God as Creator, we are family. 

Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony. 
 

Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now. 
With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow. 

To take each moment, and live each moment, with peace eternally. 
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me. 

 
 

Please be seated for the postlude. 
 
POSTLUDE                           Prelude in B-flat Major Op.23 No.2              Rachmaninov                                                                                     

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 
Following our service this morning, you will be excused pew by pew by the ushers. We hope to 
keep folks physically distanced while inside but invite you, with masks on, to enjoy fellowship 
outside with pastors, church members, and friends. Those worshipping with us online, please 
be sure to stay in touch. If you need anything or would like to check in with one of the pastors, 
please just give us a call. We miss you!  
 

 
 
 

 
A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 

If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we 
have found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice 
seeking a place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, 
we invite you into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please 
contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 
We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to 
places around the country and around the world. Folks are actively involved in our church who 
have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a 
progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, 
you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation. 

 
---------------------------------------------------- 

 
IN OUR PRAYERS  

We remember all those places of war, violence, and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for 
all people around the world. A lighted candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, 
healing, compassion, and unity. 
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GET OUR CHURCH APP 
For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store 
or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 
church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 
Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and 
friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general 
church business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at DrewS@gablesucc.org. 

 
CHURCH PRAYER LIST  

The Called to Care Team prays together each Wednesday. They use a list compiled from your 
prayer requests texted to Pastor Laurie on Sunday morning or throughout the week. Contact 
Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482. or Carol Fifield, Called to Care Coordinator, at 
miamifife@gmail.com  

 
FOOD PANTRY  

 

In August, we gave out 43 bags of food. Your donations of food go a long way in helping the 
hungry of our community. Please drop off your bags of groceries at the church on Sunday 
morning, Tuesday – Friday from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., or on Saturday, from 9:00 a.m. – 
12:00 noon. You may also donate at gablesucc.org/give. Under the fund column, select “food 
pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes from Amazon or other places filled with canned goods.  

 
REMEMBER 

These are the times that call upon our faith—times like this, when we and those around us 
 need assurance that we’re not alone, and that together we will get through whatever lies ahead. 
Now is the time to draw close to God in prayer, and to one another in acts of compassion and 
care. If you are in need of groceries, a meal, conversation, a pharmacy run, or anything else, let 
us know at LaurieH@gablesucc.org or 305.448.7421, ext. 116. 

 
FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Come and safely shop (masks required) in support of our justice ministry.  
 

Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing countries build strong, local economies. 
These skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while crafting sustainable products that do not 
harm the environment. No child labor is used. Women’s lives are changed as they support their 
families with the dignity and pride of their work. Located at the Columbus Blvd. entrance.  

 

Hours: Thursday – Saturday: 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.; Sunday: 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL OUTREACH PROJECT 
Our Sunday School children and youth are supporting Lotus House Homeless Shelter in 
Overtown and we need your help! Every month we will be collecting a different item that the 
women, children, or LGBT youth need. In October, we are collecting NEW Full-Size Bottles 
of Body Lotion. Please drop them off in the Education Wing on Sunday mornings, or any time 
during the week.   

 

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
https://gablesucc.org/give
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 EXPATS AND VURCHERS 
TODAY at 12:30 p.m. over Zoom 

Whether you are living across the Pond, on the Gulf of Mexico, in the Carolinas, or the 
hinterlands of the East or West Coast, please join our special fellowship group. 

 

Once a month we gather from around the world to check in with our Gables UCC members and 
friends living outside of South Florida. Whether you have been a former member or friend of 
the church and have moved away, or have found a home with us virtually, we invite you to be 
connected through this special group just for you. To receive notices, be in touch with Pastor 
Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

Our next gathering is today, Sunday, October 3 at 12:30 p.m. over Zoom. We would love to 
have you as we catch up with one another and discuss the morning sermon. Remember: No 
matter who you are or where you live, you are an important part of our church family. G 
 

 

PET BLESSING 
TODAY, October 3 at 2:00 p.m. in the Courtyard  

All are invited to bring their pets or a picture of them to the church courtyard for a brief 
service of blessing and gratitude for the joy they bring to us. There will also be a special 
part of the service to acknowledge the pets who died this past year. From pelicans to 
penguins, all pets are welcome (be sure to have them on a leash or properly restrained). 
 

Please note that our new Best Friends Memorial Garden, a special area around the statue of 
St. Francis in the Courtyard, has been set aside as a space to memorialize our beloved pets. 
A plant and personalized etched stone will be placed in memory of your “best friend.” A 
special service of memory will be held there following the Pet Blessing. Contact Ann de las 
Pozas for more information at adelaspozas@gmail.com.  

 
WISE BOOK STUDY 

The Gift of Forgiveness: Inspiring Stories from Those Who have Overcome the Unforgivable 
 

Learning how to forgive can be one of the biggest challenges in life, but it can also be one of the 
most transformative experiences, positively impacting both physical and mental health. There is 
no one way to forgive, but much wisdom can be found in the sharing of stories from others who 
have learned to offer forgiveness.  
 

Join us each Tuesday in October, beginning October 5th at 7:00 p.m. for a time of conversation 
and sharing using the book, The Gift of Forgiveness by Katherine Schwarzenegger Pratt, as a 
guide for discovering how others have forgiven the unforgiveable. Pastor Lisa will lead all 
sessions on Zoom. Register in advance for this meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYkf-utrjgvHtywGYW1IUPkvRiFoUBMFZC1 

------------------------------------------------------ 
 

GABLES UCC WALKING GROUP  
Wednesdays, through November 24 from 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.  

Meet Outside the Fair Trade Shop 
Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf 
Course and back, approximately 4 miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade shop and 
leave the church together as we begin our walk. Just an FYI- Pastor Megan sets a brisk pace! 
Friends always welcome! Bring a flashlight.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYkf-utrjgvHtywGYW1IUPkvRiFoUBMFZC1


11 
 
 

PARENT AND PASTOR CONNECTION 
Thursday, October 7 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom 

Join Pastor Megan and other parents as we gather to share a prayer, collective wisdom, parental 
struggles and a word of inspiration. All parents are welcome to register for this monthly 
gathering via Zoom. Register in advance for this meeting at: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwkc-qsqz0uHNCiFKm8SoEQeNB1hUfAfALK 
 

After registering, you will receive an email containing information about joining the meeting. 
 

HOMOSEXUALITY AND THE BIBLE 
Sunday Morning Adult Formation Classes 

Sundays, October 10, 17 at 9:45 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge and on Zoom  

During these sessions, we will examine the biblical texts that are used to judge, sometimes 
condemn, and often marginalize the LGBTQ+ community in the church, and in society as 
well. As an Open and Affirming congregation, we root our inclusive vision in the Word of God, 
and we welcome all of God’s children to the table that God has set. Since our hospitality is 
grounded on a solid scriptural basis, we invite you to join this study series to “firm up” your 
own faithful understanding of God’s inclusive welcome and unconditional love. After all, it’s 
in the Bible! Led by Pastor Laurie. 

All LGBTQ (or wherever you are on the alphabet) members and friends of the church are invited 
to “Come out” to Gables UCC for a luncheon to be in community with our LGBTQ+ members. 
Lunch will be provided. Join us after worship for a delicious lunch, supportive conversation, 
and, as always, lots of laughter and fun. 

============================================== 
MISSION STATEMENT (BUDGET) REVIEW  
Wednesday, October 13 at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom  

Church treasurer Tim Knoll will bring us up-to-date on our financial picture for 2021 and what 
the future holds. For the Zoom link contact Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.    

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwkc-qsqz0uHNCiFKm8SoEQeNB1hUfAfALK
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You are welcome to drop off the costumes at the church for delivery. Thank you!  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Saturday, October 23 in the Fellowship Hall 

Two shifts available: 9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. or 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
All ages are invited to join us for this special volunteer event where we will be packaging meals 
to help address world hunger. Rise Against Hunger is a national organization that helps package 
and distribute nutrient rich meals to communities in need. This is a fun, engaging way to serve 
our wider world on such an important issue. You can register for one of the two shifts using the 
link below. When you register, you are invited to donate $10 per registrant to cover the cost of 
the event. If you have any questions, please ask Pastor Aaron at AaronL@gablesucc.org. 

 

Register at: www.gablesucc.org/rah 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gablesucc.org/rah

