
1 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



2 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



3 
 
 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME  
 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 
Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  
the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  
the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World Health 
Organization.  As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend social 
distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. We are 
doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We have put 
in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot guarantee that 
you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church building, you 
agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, covenant not 
to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC, its employees, agents, 
and representatives, of and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, costs, or expenses of any 
kind arising out of or relating to your participation in our programs, services or activities. You 
understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on the actions, omissions, or 
negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and representatives, whether a COVID-19 
infection occurs before, during, or after participation in any such program, service, or activity.  

 
The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 
    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 
 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 
3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 
CCLI License # 11282912 

 
 
 
 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
October 24, 2021                    Our faith is over 2000 years old                                  11:00 a.m.   

Our thinking is not. 
 
 

TWENT 
TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

“Self-love, self-respect, self-worth… there is a reason they all start with “self.” 
You can’t find them in anyone else.” 

 

GATHERING MUSIC            
 
WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                           

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  
joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 
walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 or go to our church app.  
 

You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  
For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are in the narthex. 

 

Thank you for your gifts and generosity. 
 

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP        Better Is One Day                                    Redman/Rouse  
The Chancel Choir; Johnathan Hulett, percussion  

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  
      

    One: Children of God: welcome! 
    Many: Welcome to this place of love and grace, 
    One: Welcome to this place of hope and perseverance. 
    Many: God invites all of us to be a part of the beloved community, 
    One: God invites all of us to share in the good news: 
    Many: We are welcome, just as we are. We are loved, just as we are. 
    One: In gratitude for all of this, let us worship God. 
 
*HYMN                                             Rejoice, You Pure in Heart  

http://gablesucc.org/live
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*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
One: We are gathered here this day as people of different ages, shapes, sizes, hues, and 

abilities; but we are all God’s beloved children. Together we make up one family. 
Let us welcome the familiar and the stranger, offering our hospitality, affirmation, 
and support by saying, “Peace be with you.” 

    Many: And also with you. 
If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 

If you are gathered with others at home, share words of peace with one another. 
 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace with them.  
 

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON               Mark 10:46-52 
They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus 
son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. When he heard that it was Jesus of 
Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" Many sternly 
ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, "Son of David, have mercy on me!" 
Jesus stood still and said, "Call him here." And they called the blind man, saying to him, "Take 
heart; get up, he is calling you."  
 
So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, "What do you 
want me to do for you?" The blind man said to him, "My teacher, let me see again." Jesus said to 
him, "Go; your faith has made you well." Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on 
the way. 
 
Friend, listen. God is still speaking. 
Thanks be to God! 
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THE MORNING MESSAGE  
The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner  

 
CHORAL RESPONSE              Fearfully and Wonderfully Made                                      Redman 

Anthony Cabrera, vocalist 
 

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 
or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and during 

the Called to Care prayer time on Wednesday. 
 
THE MORNING PRAYERS AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (spoken) 

You are welcome to use the language or words of your tradition or choice. 
 

Our Creator who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

SUNG PRAYER RESPONSE               Amazing Grace                       New words by Jacob Nault 
Amazing Grace! How good that I’m forgiven, loved, and free! 

All that I am is blessed by God, who made each part of me. 
 
TESTIMONY  

Aldo Brito, church member since 2012 
We invite individuals, families, or groups to witness to a transformative or meaningful time in their 
life because of this church or to one they have experienced through a program or organization that 
is supported by Gables UCC. Please know that your financial support of the church does great 
things not only within these walls but far beyond. If you wish to give online this morning, please go 
to gablesucc.org/give or text GABLESUCC to 833.245.6434, or offering plates are available by the 
front doors for your gifts of checks or cash. Thank you!  
 
INVITATION TO GIVE, SERVE, AND BELONG  
 
*CLOSING HYMN                 Go, My Children, with My Blessing                                   

Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 
Waking, sleeping, I am with you; You are my own. 

In my love’s baptismal river, I have made you mine forever. 
Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own. 

 
*BENEDICTION                         
    One: Praise God who called us to worship. 

Praise Christ who calls us into inclusive community  
and reminds us that we can do more together than we can do apart. 
Praise the Holy Spirit who empowers us to serve this world as we leave this place. 
May God, the Three-In-One, go with us and inspire us to do the work to which  
we are called. Amen.            

Please be seated for the postlude. 
 

http://gablesucc.org/give
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POSTLUDE                                            La Campanella                                                       Liszt 
Dr. Greg Taylor 

Following our service this morning, you will be excused pew by pew by the ushers. We hope to 
keep folks physically distanced while inside but invite you, with masks on, to enjoy fellowship 
outside with pastors, church members, and friends. Those worshipping with us online, please be 
sure to stay in touch. If you need anything or would like to check in with one of the pastors, 
please just give us a call. We miss you!  

 
 
 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 
If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we have 
found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a 
place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you 
into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please contact Pastor 
Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to places 
around the country and around the world. Folks are actively involved in our church who have never 
set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a progressive, open-
minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, 
you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation. 

 
IN OUR PRAYERS  

We remember all those places of war, violence, and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for all 
people around the world. A lighted candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, healing, 
compassion, and unity. 

 
GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or 
Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 
church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 
Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and friends, 
filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general church 
business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at DrewS@gablesucc.org. 

----------------------------------- 
 

FOOD PANTRY  
 

In September, we gave out 41 bags of food. Your donations of food go a long way in helping the 
hungry of our community. Please drop off your bags of groceries at the church on Sunday 
morning, Monday – Friday from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., or on Saturday, from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 
noon. You may also donate at gablesucc.org/give. Under the fund column, select “Food Pantry.” 
We also LOVE getting boxes from Amazon or other places filled with canned goods.  

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
https://gablesucc.org/give
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SUNDAY SCHOOL OUTREACH PROJECT 
Our  children and youth are supporting Lotus House Homeless Shelter. Every month we will be 
collecting a different item that the women, children, or LGBT youth need. In October, we are 
collecting NEW Full-Size Bottles of Body Lotion. Drop them off in the Education Wing.  
 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 
Come and safely shop (masks required) in support of our justice ministry.  

 

Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing countries build strong, local economies. These 
skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while crafting sustainable products that do not harm the 
environment. No child labor is used. Women’s lives are changed as they support their families with 
the dignity and pride of their work. Located at the Columbus Blvd. entrance.  

 

Hours: Thursday – Saturday: 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.; Sunday: 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

PACT ANNUAL MEETING  
Monday, October 25 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom 

Join us for our fall justice meeting with congregations across Miami-Dade County at the PACT 
Annual Meeting. We will hear updates about our progress on reducing arrests, affordable housing, 
and community IDs. And most importantly, we will be voting on a new focus issue for the coming 
years.  

Register here: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYuc-msrzojHdGs1jUO2Zv30CczhEHXlFRo 

or by contacting Pastor Aaron. 
 

WISE BOOK STUDY 
The Gift of Forgiveness:  

Inspiring Stories from Those Who have Overcome the Unforgivable 
 

Join us each Tuesday in October at 7:00 p.m. for a time of conversation and sharing using the 
book, The Gift of Forgiveness by Katherine Schwarzenegger Pratt, as a guide for discovering how 
others have forgiven the unforgiveable. Pastor Lisa will lead all sessions on Zoom. Register for this 
meeting at the link below or by contacting Pastor Lisa at LisaL@gablesucc.org. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYkf-utrjgvHtywGYW1IUPkvRiFoUBMFZC1 
 

GABLES UCC WALKING GROUP  
Wednesdays, through November 24 from 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.  

Meet Outside the Fair Trade Shop 
Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf 
Course and back, approximately 4 miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade shop and 
leave the church together as we begin our walk. Just an FYI- Pastor Megan sets a brisk pace! Friends 
always welcome! Bring a flashlight.  

 
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 

Sunday, November 7 at both the 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services 
On this day, we will commemorate All Saints Day by remembering those loved ones we have lost 
since November 2020. As part of our recognition, candles will be lit for those who have passed 
away in the past year. If you would like to remember a loved one, please contact Pastor Laurie at 
305.448.7421, ext. 116 or LaurieH@gablesucc.org. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYuc-msrzojHdGs1jUO2Zv30CczhEHXlFRo
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYkf-utrjgvHtywGYW1IUPkvRiFoUBMFZC1
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NEXT SUNDAY: REFORMATION SUNDAY 
Sunday, October 31 at 9:00 a.m. in the Chapel  

 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary and on Zoom 
Some things matter enough for us to stand before kings and rulers and declare with boldness, “Here 
I stand, I can do no other. God help me, Amen.” So it was with Martin Luther, who nailed his 95 
Theses to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenburg, Germany on October 31, 1517. That act 
began the Protestant Reformation, sparking not only renewal within the church, but also offering 
freedom from the demands, rules, and condemnations of church leadership.  
 

The themes of the Reformation remain the great themes and principles of our own faith today. As 
members and friends of the UCC, a denomination that is a direct descendant of the Reformation 
movement, we celebrate that at the heart of our faith is the gospel of Jesus Christ—the good news—
that makes us free. Join us as we commemorate this historic and meaningful part of our rich church 
history and as a reformed and reforming church. 

 
 

LEAVE A LEGACY OF GUDANCE FOR YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
Sunday, November 7 at 12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. in Havighorst Lounge or  

Register for the Zoom Meeting at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZclc-Cppz8iHdOVFiBDNCKU6Zjgu-5BzjmU 

or contact Pastor Laurie. 
The church is always present in people’s lives both in good times and in difficult ones. While many 
occasions in the church come with special planning and preparation such as weddings, baptisms, 
confirmations, etc. Too often, families come to the church on the passing of a loved one not 
knowing what to do or the wishes of their loved ones.  
 
My Funeral/Memorial Service Requests is a booklet created for church members as a way to help 
provide guidance and support to our loved ones by sharing information about what you would like 
to have at your own memorial/funeral service. Such pre-planning enables you to give expression to 
your faith through choosing and ordering what is to take place. It becomes a witness to your life for 
your loved ones and to all those who participate in and attend your funeral/memorial service. And 
there’s more. Planning now for your service eases the burden on your loved ones by eliminating 
the pressure of decision-making, particularly the need of trying to do things “the way you would 
have wished.” 
 
The Legacy Committee invites you to this special gathering to help you begin thinking about your 
final plans. A very light lunch will be served in the Fellowship Hall from 12:00 noon – 12:30 p.m. 
for all attendees. Pastor Laurie will lead you through the booklet and help offer guidance, 
suggestions, and information about funeral/memorial services. If you are unable to attend and 
would like a copy of the booklet, please contact Pastor Laurie.  

 
ST. MARTIN’S DAY  

November 11 is Saint Martin's Day in Germany. The German congregation will be celebrating 
with a special children's service at 5:30 p.m. in the sanctuary, followed by a lantern parade and the 
eating of traditional Breadman pastries. If you'd like to order a Breadman, you can do so by going 
to: gablesucc.org/breadman. If you'd like to make your own lantern for the parade you can purchase 
a lantern kit here: gablesucc.org/lantern. Lantern pickup is in Fellowship Hall on Sunday, 
November 7 between 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. We will have art supplies to decorate lanterns and 
snacks to enjoy. All are welcome! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZclc-Cppz8iHdOVFiBDNCKU6Zjgu-5BzjmU
https://gablesucc.org/product/stutenmaenner-bread-man/
https://gablesucc.org/product/lantern-kit/
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CALLING ALL FUN AND ADVENTUROUS PEOPLE  

Let’s Go to The Theater!! 
Middletown at the Actor’s Playhouse on Sunday, November 21 at 2:00 p.m. 

 

Actors’ Playhouse is proud to kick off the 2021-2022 Mainstage season with a co-production of 
their new play Middletown®. The cast will star Didi Conn, known for her portrayal of Frenchy in 
Grease; Donny Most, who starred as Ralph Malph in Happy Days; Loretta Swit, best known for 
her portrayal of Major Margaret “Hot Lips” Houlihan on M*A*S*H, for which she won two Emmy 
Awards; and Adrian Zmed, best known for his starring roles in the Bachelor Party, Grease 2 and 
TV’s T.J. Hooker.  
 

Through the highs, the lows, and everything in-between, MIDDLETOWN is the ride of your life. 
Follow the story of two couples — Peg and Tom, and Dotty and Don — as they endure the 
rollercoaster of life together in this exhilarating and universal depiction of love, life, and friendship. 
Tickets are $70/ person which are discounted for our group. You can register for this event by 
contacting Drew Sandbulte at 305.448.7421, ext. 114. Tickets must be paid for when you register.  

 
Hey Art Lovers! Join us for a Fine Arts Tour 

Saturday, November 13, at 11:00 a.m. at the Norton Museum of Art in West Palm Beach 
A private tour of  Frida Kahlo, Diego Rivera & Mexican Modernism. 

 

This national touring exhibit features over 150 works, including the largest group of works by Frida 
Kahlo and Diego Rivera ever on view at the Norton. The works are from the Gelman Collection in 
Mexico. The exhibition will feature many of Kahlo’s most famous self-portraits and rarely seen oil 
paintings by Rivera, as well as works by other icons of Mexican modernism such as Lola Álvarez 
Bravo, María Izquierdo, David Alfaro Siqueiros, and Rufino Tamayo. The Norton is the only 
museum in Florida to feature this exhibit.  

The private docent-led tour is about 90 minutes. Afterward, people are free to view the 
museum's wonderful collections, eat at the cafe, and tour the sculpture garden. You may meet us 
there or ride the church shuttle.   

The cost is $20 and must be paid by cash, check, or credit card when registering. Please contact 
Drew at 305.448.7421, ext. 114 or at DrewS@gablesucc.org to sign-up and pay or see him after 
worship at the tent in the front of the church.  

----------------------------------------------- 
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A VERY SPECIAL SUNDAY MORNING SERIES 
The Church of Not Being Horrible 

Sundays, October 30, November 7, and 14 
9:45 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. in-person in Havighorst Lounge  

or register for the Zoom meeting at: 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcqf-

2hpzwoHtyWJoCAKmlWSDUX8CkADmUH  
or contact Pastor Laurie for the link. 

 

Come early for coffee and a light breakfast in Fellowship Hall from 9:00 a.m. – 9:40 a.m.   
 

Recently, author and pastor John Pavlovitz in his new book, “If God is Love Don’t Be a Jerk,” 
writes that he has always wanted to start a new church called, “The Church of Not Being 
Horrible.” The mission statement would be simple, “Don’t be horrible to people.” Doctrinal 
statements of belief would be replaced with promises about how to treat people, based on the 
belief that no one is less worthy of love, respect, dignity, joy, and opportunity than you are. 
 

Each week the Church of Not Being Horrible would gather to celebrate the inherent goodness of 
people. The congregation would share stories of the ways they succeeded in being less than 
horrible to their families, coworkers, and strangers, and they will challenge themselves to be even 
less horrible in the coming week. They’ll do this faithfully, repeatedly, and passionately, until 
hopefully the world around them gradually become less angry, less bitter, less painful—less 
horrible.”   
 

This got Pastor Laurie thinking about Gables UCC as we enter a “new now” of being the church 
in a time of racial reckoning, political and social divisiveness, a world-wide pandemic, and as 
folks of all ages are “leaving the church to find God,” as Lenny Bruce once said.  We are truly on 
the cusp of unprecedented change which will forever transform the church as we have known it.  

Let’s join together! ALL church members, whether longtime or new, church leaders, good friends, 
or those just interested in a three-week thoughtful, meaningful, and important conversation about 
the church, are encouraged to attend. These three weeks will lead us into our annual Commitment 
Sunday, when we re-commit ourselves for another year to the work, witness, and welcome of Coral 
Gables Congregational UCC. This year’s theme: “A Future with Hope.”  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcqf-2hpzwoHtyWJoCAKmlWSDUX8CkADmUH
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcqf-2hpzwoHtyWJoCAKmlWSDUX8CkADmUH
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