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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here 
 
 
 

 
WELCOME  

 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 
Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  
the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  
the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World 
Health Organization.  As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend 
social distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. 
We are doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We 
have put in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot 
guarantee that you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church 
building, you agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, 
covenant not to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC, its 
employees, agents, and representatives, of and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, 
costs, or expenses of any kind arising out of or relating to your participation in our programs, 
services or activities. You understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on 
the actions, omissions, or negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and 
representatives, whether a COVID-19 infection occurs before, during, or after participation in 
any such program, service, or activity.  

 
The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 
    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 
 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 
3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 
CCLI License # 11282912 

 
 
 
 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
October 17, 2021                     Our faith is over 2000 years old                                 11:00 a.m.   

Our thinking is not. 
 
 

 
CHILDREN’S SABBATH 

People aren’t doing a local church a favor by volunteering in kids’ ministry. The kids’ ministry 
is doing us a favor because kids are a source of joy that God uses to form our hearts. 

                                                                                    - Rich Villodas 
 
GATHERING MUSIC            

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 
 
PRESENTATION OF BIBLES TO OUR THIRD GRADERS 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                           

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  
joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 
walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 or go to our church app.  
 

You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  
For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are in the narthex. 

 

Thank you for your gifts and generosity. 
 

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP                 O Happy Day                                    arr. Mark Hayes  
Alex Woods, Nicole Schommer, Mark Hart, and Anthony Cabrera, vocalists;  

Seth Woods, drums  
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  
      

      One: Creator God, Immensity of Love, Mother and Father of us all, we welcome your 
warm and loving presence among us. 

Many: May we see the world through the eyes of child this day, with wonder and 
joy, kindness and peace. 

One: Bless us with a willingness to learn, to hear the voices of others, and to meet the 
image of God in all of creation.       

Many: Help us to nurture our own faith so that we can nurture the faith of others.   
One: Give us the strength and the courage to live your love, in justice and truth, for a 

better world for all the children.       
      Many: Let us raise our voices in worship this day! 

 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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*HYMN                                                  Blessed Be Children             (Tune: Morning Has Broken) 
 

Blessed be children, fruit of the world's love 
Blessed be faces turned to the sky 

Grow in us wonder as in a child's face 
Gift us with love for hows and for whys 

 
Open to mystery, mind of a new world 

Open to questions having no end 
Grow in us wonder as in a child's mind 

Gift us with loving, free as the wind 
 

Open to find love, tender as waking 
Open to friendship, eager to play 

Grow in us wonder as in a child's heart 
Gift us with loving, tender as rain 

 
Blessed be grown-ups, fruit of the world's love 

Welcome as children in tender arms 
Grow in us wonder as in a child's life 

Gift us with life in wondering love 
 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
    One: No matter from where you are worshipping with us today; no matter the 

concerns, worries, or joys that you bring; no matter your background or social 
status; your race, culture, faith tradition, or sexual orientation, we offer to you the 
peace of Christ. Peace be with you!  

    Many: And also with you. 
If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 

If you are gathered with others at home, share the peace of Christ with one another. 
 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace of Christ with them.  
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON               Matthew 18:1-5  

 
 

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven?” He called a child, whom he put among them, and said, “Truly I tell you, unless you 
change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever 
becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Whoever welcomes 
one such child in my name welcomes me. 
 
Friend, listen. God is still speaking. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
THE MORNING MESSAGE  

The Rev. Aaron Lauer 
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CHORAL RESPONSE                He’s Got the Whole World                      arr. Mary McDonald 
Alex Woods, Nicole Schommer, Mark Hart, and Anthony Cabrera, vocalists 

 

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 
or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and during 

the Called to Care prayer time on Wednesday. 
 
THE MORNING PRAYERS AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (spoken) 

You are welcome to use the language or words of your tradition or choice. 
 

Our Creator who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
SUNG PRAYER RESPONSE  
 

Come and fill all my life, Come and fill all my life. 
Each and every ten-der place: Holy Breath, move through me. 

 

Come and fill all my life, Come and fill all my life. 
Pouring gently, rushing strong; Holy Breath, move through me. 

 
INVITATION TO GIVE, SERVE, AND BELONG  
 
CLOSING HYMN                                   Just As I Am 
 

Just as I am, without one plea, but that your blood was shed for me 
And that you called inviting me, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.  

 

Just as I am though tossed about with many a conflict, many a doubt 
Fightings and fears within, without, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

Just as I am your love unknown has broken every barrier down 
Now to be yours and yours alone, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
*BENEDICTION                                  

 

Please be seated for the postlude. 
 

POSTLUDE                          Etude Op. 25 No. 2 in A-Flat Major                                    Chopin   
Dr. Greg Taylor 

 
 
 
Following our service this morning, you will be excused pew by pew by the ushers. We hope to 
keep folks physically distanced while inside but invite you, with masks on, to enjoy fellowship 
outside with pastors, church members, and friends. Those worshipping with us online, please 
be sure to stay in touch. If you need anything or would like to check in with one of the pastors, 
please just give us a call. We miss you!  
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A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 
If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we 
have found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice 
seeking a place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, 
we invite you into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please 
contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to 
places around the country and around the world. Folks are actively involved in our church who 
have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a 
progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, 
you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation. 

 
THIS MORNING WE ARE COMMEMORATING CHILDREN’S SABBATH 

This year marks the 30th anniversary of the Children's Sabbath. This multi-faith weekend 
engages places of worship about the issues facing children and youth around the world and calls 
for action and service. For more information about Children's Defense Fund visit 
www.childrensdefense.org.  

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR BIBLE RECIPIENTS TODAY 

Emilia Enriquez, Benjamin Blue Santiago, Michael Erickson, Emmett Clinton Odor, Lyle 
Stephen Freeman, Theo D. Knoll, Sofia L. Delascasas, Helen V. Perez-Gomez 

 
IN OUR PRAYERS  

We remember all those places of war, violence, and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for 
all people around the world. A lighted candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, 
healing, compassion, and unity. 

 
GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store 
or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 
church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 
Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and 
friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general 
church business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at DrewS@gablesucc.org. 

----------------------------------- 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL OUTREACH PROJECT 
Our  children and youth are supporting Lotus House Homeless Shelter. Every month we will 
be collecting a different item that the women, children, or LGBT youth need. In October, we 
are collecting NEW Full-Size Bottles of Body Lotion. Drop them off in the Education Wing.  

 
 

http://www.childrensdefense.org/
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
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FOOD PANTRY  
 

In September, we gave out 41 bags of food. Your donations of food go a long way in helping the 
hungry of our community. Please drop off your bags of groceries at the church on Sunday 
morning, Monday – Friday from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., or on Saturday, from 9:00 a.m. – 
12:00 noon. You may also donate at gablesucc.org/give. Under the fund column, select “Food 
Pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes from Amazon or other places filled with canned goods.  

 
FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Come and safely shop (masks required) in support of our justice ministry.  
 

Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing countries build strong, local economies. 
These skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while crafting sustainable products that do not 
harm the environment. No child labor is used. Women’s lives are changed as they support their 
families with the dignity and pride of their work. Located at the Columbus Blvd. entrance.  

 

Hours: Thursday – Saturday: 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.; Sunday: 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

YOUNG ADULT BRUNCH 
TODAY, October 17 After Worship 

All 20-30-ish year-olds are invited to join Pastor Aaron at his home this Sunday after worship 
for a potluck brunch, some conversation, and lots of support. This is a great opportunity to meet 
new people, make friends, and learn more about the ministries of the church.  

If you are a young adult who would like to join in the fun and fellowship, contact Pastor Aaron 
with any questions you may have at AaronL@gablesucc.org. Or, just join us on Sunday! We 
welcome all new and returning young adults to this fun and supportive group.  

 
A BOOK STUDY FOR PARENTS OF CHILDREN OF ANY AGE 

Monday, October 18 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom 
 

Join Pastor Megan for a discussion based on How to Raise an Adult: Break Free of the 
Overparenting Trap and Prepare Your Kid for Success by Julie Lythcott-Haims. The discussion 
will take place on Zoom. Please read the book before the gathering so you may participate in the 
reflection time.  

Relevant to parents of toddlers as well as of twenty-somethings—and of special value to parents 
of teens—this book is a rallying cry for those who wish to ensure that the next generation can 
take charge of their own lives with competence and confidence.  

Email Pastor Megan for the Zoom link at MeganS@gablesucc.org. 

 
LUNCHTIME BIBLE STUDY 

Tuesday, October 19 at 12:00 p.m. on Zoom 
 

Join us for a mid-week Bible study. You provide your lunch at home, and one of our pastors will 
supply the Bible reflection! To register for this event, click on the link below: 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwkceGspzMrE9GOBnBU1JHdgSI90vwAmJsO 
or contact Pastor Aaron. 

 

https://gablesucc.org/give
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwkceGspzMrE9GOBnBU1JHdgSI90vwAmJsO
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GERMAN LANGUAGE DISCUSSION GROUP  
Discovering God’s Tracks in Everyday Life 

Tuesday, October 19 at 6:30 p.m. in the Chapel 
 

For this discussion group, we will be joined by Pastor Winfried Wassermann. He will discuss 
with us how in our daily lives we are confronted with decisions - often suddenly and 
unexpectedly – for which we might not have a correct and fitting answer at the ready. This begs 
the question: How do I make good Christian decisions? We are looking forward to a lively 
exchange in this joint search for new paths and ideas. To take part, please e-
mail germanministry@gablesucc.org by Monday, October 18 so that we know you will be 
participating. In keeping with UCC policy, all participants must wear masks in the chapel. 

 
WISE BOOK STUDY 

The Gift of Forgiveness:  
Inspiring Stories from Those Who have Overcome the Unforgivable 

 

Join us each Tuesday in October at 7:00 p.m. for a time of conversation and sharing using the 
book, The Gift of Forgiveness by Katherine Schwarzenegger Pratt, as a guide for discovering 
how others have forgiven the unforgiveable. Pastor Lisa will lead all sessions on Zoom. Register 
for this meeting at the link below or by contacting Pastor Lisa at LisaL@gablesucc.org. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYkf-utrjgvHtywGYW1IUPkvRiFoUBMFZC1 
 

GABLES UCC WALKING GROUP  
Wednesdays, through November 24 from 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.  

Meet Outside the Fair Trade Shop 
Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf 
Course and back, approximately 4 miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade shop and 
leave the church together as we begin our walk. Just an FYI- Pastor Megan sets a brisk pace! 
Friends always welcome! Bring a flashlight.  

 
RISE AGAINST HUNGER 

Saturday, October 23 in the Fellowship Hall 
Two shifts available: 9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. or 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

All ages are invited to join us for this special volunteer event where we will be packaging meals 
to help address world hunger. Rise Against Hunger is a national organization that helps package 
and distribute nutrient rich meals to communities in need. This is a fun, engaging way to serve 
our wider world on such an important issue. You can register for one of the two shifts using the 
link below. When you register, you are invited to donate $10 per registrant to cover the cost of 
the event. Register at: gablesucc.org/rah. 
 

OPERA COMES TO GABLES UCC 
Destination Retrograde: A Reflection on Fellow Travelers 

Sunday, October 24 at 3:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
A Collaboration Between FIU, Florida Grand Opera, and Gables UCC  

Join us for an afternoon of thought-provoking discussion including live musical selections 
from the opera Fellow Travelers. This is a free event, but please RSVP at gablesucc.org/opera.  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYkf-utrjgvHtywGYW1IUPkvRiFoUBMFZC1
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/destination-retrograde-a-reflection-on-fellow-travelers-tickets-178239347687?aff=ebdssbdestsearch&fbclid=IwAR3WQNDZHNPyhlp2ZXwq29wIekE20e5zSyl7PXUZG0uMFdAQzVEVd1F1-v4&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2021-1011Communityconversation1e-blast&utm_content=version_A&sourceNumber=33562&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2021-1015Communityconversation2e-blast&utm_content=version_A&sourceNumber=33578
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Gables UCC is proud to serve as an OUT Community Partner during the 13th Annual OUTshine 
LGBTQ+ Film Festival | Fort Lauderdale Edition taking place October 14 to the 24.  
 
Join us on Saturday, October 23 at 2:45 p.m. at Gateway Cinema, 1820 E Sunrise Blvd, Fort 
Lauderdale, for our OUT Community Partner Film: Invisible: Gay Women in Southern Music.  
Volunteers are needed to usher. Please contact Pastor Laurie if you can volunteer. Get your 
tickets at outshinefilm.com. Be sure to use our special discount code: OUTGUCC.  

http://maps.google.com/?q=Gateway%20Cinema%201820%20E%20Sunrise%20Blvd,%20Fort%20Lauderdale,%20FL%2033304
http://maps.google.com/?q=Gateway%20Cinema%201820%20E%20Sunrise%20Blvd,%20Fort%20Lauderdale,%20FL%2033304
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CALLING ALL FUN AND ADVENTUROUS PEOPLE  

Let’s Go to The Theater!! 
Middletown at the Actor’s Playhouse on Sunday, November 21 at 2:00 p.m. 

 

Actors’ Playhouse is proud to kick off the 2021-2022 Mainstage season with a co-production 
of their new play Middletown®. The cast will star Didi Conn, known for her portrayal of 
Frenchy in Grease; Donny Most, who starred as Ralph Malph in Happy Days; Loretta Swit, 
best known for her portrayal of Major Margaret “Hot Lips” Houlihan on M*A*S*H, for which 
she won two Emmy Awards; and Adrian Zmed, best known for his starring roles in the 
Bachelor Party, Grease 2 and TV’s T.J. Hooker.  
 

Through the highs, the lows, and everything in-between, MIDDLETOWN is the ride of your 
life. Follow the story of two couples — Peg and Tom, and Dotty and Don — as they endure 
the rollercoaster of life together in this exhilarating and universal depiction of love, life, and 
friendship. 
 

Tickets are $70/ person which are discounted for our group. You can register for this event by 
contacting Drew Sandbulte at 305.448.7421, ext. 114. Tickets must be paid for when you 
register.  

 
Hey Art Lovers! Join us for a Fine Arts Tour 

Saturday, November 13, at 11:00 a.m. at the Norton Museum of Art in West Palm Beach 
A private tour of  Frida Kahlo, Diego Rivera & Mexican Modernism. 

 

This national touring exhibit features over 150 works, including the largest group of works by 
Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera ever on view at the Norton. The works are from the Gelman 
Collection in Mexico. The exhibition will feature many of Kahlo’s most famous self-portraits 
and rarely seen oil paintings by Rivera, as well as works by other icons of Mexican 
modernism such as Lola Álvarez Bravo, María Izquierdo, David Alfaro Siqueiros, and Rufino 
Tamayo. The Norton is the only museum in Florida to feature this exhibit.  

The private docent-led tour is about 1 1/2 hours. Afterward, people are free to view the 
museum's wonderful collections, eat at the cafe, and tour the sculpture garden. You may meet us 
there or ride the church shuttle.   

The cost is $20 and must be paid by cash, check, or credit card when registering. Please contact 
Drew at 305.448.7421, ext. 114 or at DrewS@gablesucc.org to sign-up and pay or see him after 
worship at the tent in the front of the church.  

----------------------------------------------- 
 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT EDUCATION  
Prayer Bead Workshop 

Sunday, October 24 from 9:45 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge 
Facilitated by Pastor Megan 

 

Join us as we gather to experience the use of beaded bracelets and necklaces to help us focus our 
minds during prayer. This is an ancient practice used by many different spiritual traditions. 
Pastor Megan will reflect upon the practice in her own personal devotions and share her 
experiences with those gathered. The gathering will also include a time of practice for all those 
present.  
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You are welcome to drop off the costumes at the church. Thank 
  

 

Please drop your costumes off at the church before October 22. 
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