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No matter who you are or where you are  on life’s journey, you are welcome here 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME  
 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 

Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  

the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  

the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World 

Health Organization.  As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend 

social distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. 

We are doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We 

have put in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot 

guarantee that you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church 

building, you agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, 

covenant not to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC,  its  

employees,  agents,  and  representatives,  of  and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, 

costs, or expenses of any kind arising out of or relating to  your  participation  in  our  programs,  

services  or  activities.  You understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on 

the actions, omissions, or negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and 

representatives, whether a COVID-19 infection occurs before, during, or after participation in 

any such program, service, or activity.  

 

The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 

    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 

 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

CCLI License # 11282912 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

October 10, 2021                     Our faith is over 2000 years old                                 11:00 a.m.   

Our thinking is not. 

 
 

 

 

 TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

It is better in prayer to have a heart without words than words without heart. 

                                                                                    - Mahatma Gandhi 

 

GATHERING MUSIC           Praeludium und Fuge in E-Dur               Vincent  Lübeck  

Dr. Ron Morgan, organ 

 

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS     
                      

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  

joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 
 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 

each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 
 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 

walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 or go to our church app.  
 

You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  

For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are in the narthex. 

 

Thank you for your gifts and generosity. 
 

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP                 Exultation                                     Matthew Compton  

Bell Choir 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  
      

      One: God of this moment, you meet us here in this time and place, 

      Many: Call our hearts to your grace, turn our eyes toward your goodness, guide     

our footsteps in your way of compassion. 

      One: In this hour of prayer together join our hearts with yours, 

      Many: May our hunger meet your hunger, our thirst your thirst, may your will be  

ours. 

      One: In every step, may we know your peace. In every moment, may we feel your  

presence. In every breath, may we breathe your Spirit. 

      Many: Through all of our days, be our companion and guide, as we journey  

together the unfolding road of life. 

      One: Let us lift our prayers in worship this day.  

 

Please remain standing for the opening hymn. 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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*HYMN                                               Spirit Open My Heart   
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*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 

One: We recognize Christ's great mandate for inclusion, celebrating and giving thanks 

for the diversity in which God created us, each in God's image and loved by God.  
 

In this spirit, our family of faith declares itself to be an *Open and Affirming, a 

Just Peace, a W.I.S.E., an Anti-Racism, and a Sanctuary Church, extending 

hospitality and affirmation to all people regardless of race, cultural heritage, 

ethnicity, age, gender, sexual orientation, immigration status, gender identity, 

physical or mental health, socioeconomic status, or religious tradition.  
 

Let us embrace our differences and welcome the stranger and the familiar by 

saying, “The peace of Christ be with you.”  

    Many: And also with you. 

If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 

If you are gathered with others at home, share the peace of Christ with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace of Christ with them.  

 

THE RECEIVING OF NEW MEMBERS 

 

INTRODUCTIONS  

 

COVENANT OF THE NEW MEMBERS AND THE CHURCH FAMILY 

 

WORDS OF THANKSGIVING  

 

WORDS OF WELCOME AND PROCLAMATION                                    

John Graham, Church Moderator 

 

THE GIFT OF MUSIC                  

                                 Prayer for the Innocents: A Prayer of Hope and Love                     Helman 

The Handbell Choir 

 

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON       1 Thessalonians 5:12-24                   

Siblings, we ask you to respect those who are working with you, leading you, and instructing 

you. Think of them highly with love because of their work. Live in peace with each other. 

Siblings, we urge you to warn those who are disorderly. Comfort the discouraged. Help the 

weak. Be patient with everyone. Make sure no one repays a wrong with a wrong, but always 

pursue the good for each other and everyone else. Rejoice always. Pray continually. Give 

thanks in every situation because this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. Don’t suppress the 

Spirit. Don’t brush off Spirit-inspired messages, but examine everything carefully and hang on 

to what is good. Avoid every kind of evil. Now, may the God of peace himself cause you to be 

completely dedicated to him; and may your spirit, soul, and body be kept intact and blameless 

at our Lord Jesus Christ’s coming. The one who is calling you is faithful and will do this. 

 

Friend, listen. God is still speaking. 

Thanks be to God! 
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THE MORNING MESSAGE  

The Rev. Aaron Lauer 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE                             Gratitude                                                Brandon Lake 

Nikki Schommer, vocalist; Zach Bartholomew, piano; Seth Woods, percussion 
 

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 

or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and during 

the Called to Care prayer time on Wednesday. 

 

THE MORNING PRAYERS AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (spoken) 

You are welcome to use the language or words of your tradition or choice. 
 

Our Creator who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

SUNG PRAYER RESPONSE  
 

Come and fill all my life, Come and fill all my life. 

Each and every ten-der place: Holy Breath, move through me. 
 

Come and fill all my life, Come and fill all my life. 

Pouring gently, rushing strong; Holy Breath, move through me. 

 

INVITATION TO GIVE, SERVE, AND BELONG  

 

*BENEDICTION                                  

 

*SUNG BENEDICTION                     Alleluia, Alleluia  
 

On verse two, you are invited to raise your hands up in glory to God. 
 

Please be seated for the postlude. 

 

POSTLUDE                 Allegro Maestoso e Vivace (from Sonata II)             Felix Mendelssohn  

Dr. Ron Morgan, organ  

Following our service this morning, you will be excused pew by pew by the ushers. We hope to 

keep folks physically distanced while inside but invite you, with masks on, to enjoy fellowship 

outside with pastors, church members, and friends. Those worshipping with us online, please 

be sure to stay in touch. If you need anything or would like to check in with one of the pastors, 

please just give us a call. We miss you!  

 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS  

We remember all those places of war, violence, and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for 

all people around the world. A lighted candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, 

healing, compassion, and unity. 
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A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 

If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we 

have found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice 

seeking a place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, 

we invite you into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please 

contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to 

places around the country and around the world. Folks are actively involved in our church who 

have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a 

progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, 

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation. 

 

GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store 

or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 

church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 

Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and 

friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general 

church business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at DrewS@gablesucc.org. 
 

----------------------------------- 

ABOUT TODAY’S MUSIC 
 

Exultation is a spirited piece with special bell techniques and mallet work that give it a lively 

dance-like quality, while contrast is provided with lyric interludes. Matthew Compton has been 

composing, arranging, and conducting music for handbells since he was in the eighth grade. He 

had his first composition published at the age of fifteen, making him one of the youngest 

published handbell composers. He currently is the music director of the Bells of the Cascades in 

Portland, Oregon and Director of Music Ministries at Salmon Creek Church in Vancouver.  

Prayer for the Innocents is dedicated to the 49 individuals who were killed at the Pulse Night 

Club in Orlando on June 12, 2016, as well as to their families, friends, and loved ones. Composer 

Michael Helman writes, “It is also dedicated to you and me, because a little bit of us dies every 

time we hear of another shooting or bombing. This is a Prayer for the Innocents all across the 

world.” Michael Helman is currently Director of Music/Organist at Faith Presbyterian Church 

in Cape Coral, Florida, and has begun two community handbell ensembles: the Wilmington 

Handbell Ensemble in 2000 and, in 2009, the Southwest Florida Handbell Ensemble. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL OUTREACH PROJECT 

Our  children and youth are supporting Lotus House Homeless Shelter. Every month we will 

be collecting a different item that the women, children, or LGBT youth need. In October, we 

are collecting NEW Full-Size Bottles of Body Lotion. Drop them off in the Education Wing.  

 

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
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In commemoration of National Coming Out Day, all LGBTQ (or wherever you are on the 

alphabet) members and friends of the church are invited to “come out” for a luncheon to be in 

community with our LGBTQ+ members. Lunch will be provided. Join us after worship for a 

delicious lunch, supportive conversation, and, as always, lots of laughter and fun.

FOOD PANTRY 

In September, we gave out 41 bags of food. Your donations of food go a long way in helping the 

hungry of our community. Please drop off your bags of groceries at the church on Sunday 

morning, Tuesday – Friday from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., or on Saturday, from 9:00 a.m. – 

12:00 noon. You may also donate at gablesucc.org/give. Under the fund column, select “Food 

Pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes from Amazon or other places filled with canned goods.  

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Come and safely shop (masks required) in support of our justice ministry. 

Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing countries build strong, local economies. 

These skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while crafting sustainable products that do not 

harm the environment. No child labor is used. Women’s lives are changed as they support their 

families with the dignity and pride of their work. Located at the Columbus Blvd. entrance.  

Hours: Thursday – Saturday: 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.; Sunday: 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

WISE BOOK STUDY 

The Gift of Forgiveness:  

Inspiring Stories from Those Who have Overcome the Unforgivable 

Join us each Tuesday in October, at 7:00 p.m. for a time of conversation and sharing using the 

book, The Gift of Forgiveness by Katherine Schwarzenegger Pratt, as a guide for discovering 

how others have forgiven the unforgiveable. Pastor Lisa will lead all sessions on Zoom. Register 

for this meeting at the link below or by contacting Pastor Lisa at LisaL@gablesucc.org. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYkf-utrjgvHtywGYW1IUPkvRiFoUBMFZC1 

https://gablesucc.org/give
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYkf-utrjgvHtywGYW1IUPkvRiFoUBMFZC1
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GABLES UCC WALKING GROUP 

Wednesdays, through November 24 from 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m. 

Meet Outside the Fair Trade Shop 

Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf 

Course and back, approximately 4 miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade shop and 

leave the church together as we begin our walk. Just an FYI- Pastor Megan sets a brisk pace! 

Friends always welcome! Bring a flashlight.  

SISTERS ON SOJOURN 

Saturday, October 16 at 9:30 a.m. on Zoom 

All women, regardless of age, are invited to join in this relaxed and easy-going group with no 
rules, no dues, no officers. We are just women coming together to hear each other’s stories, 
provide support and encouragement, and, occasionally, learn something. Enjoy lots of laughter, 
sharing, and fun! If you wish to be added to the SOS list for announcements about upcoming 
meetings, please let Pastor Laurie know at LaurieH@gablesucc.org. 

HOMOSEXUALITY AND THE BIBLE 

Sunday Morning Adult Formation Classes 

Sunday, October 17 at 9:45 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge and on Zoom 

In this final session, we will examine the biblical texts that are used to judge, sometimes 

condemn, and often marginalize the LGBTQ+ community in the church, and in society as 

well. As an Open and Affirming congregation, we root our inclusive vision in the Word of God, 

and we welcome all of God’s children to the table that God has set. Since our hospitality is 

grounded on a solid scriptural basis, we invite you to join this study series to “firm up” your 

own faithful understanding of God’s inclusive welcome and unconditional love. After all, it’s 

in the Bible! Led by Pastor Laurie. 

A BOOK STUDY FOR PARENTS OF CHILDREN OF ANY AGE 

Monday, October 18 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom 

Join Pastor Megan for a discussion based on How to Raise an Adult: Break Free of the 

Overparenting Trap and Prepare Your Kid for Success by Julie Lythcott-Haims. The discussion 

will take place on Zoom. Please read the book before the gathering so you may participate in the 

reflection time.  

In How to Raise an Adult, Julie Lythcott-Haims draws on research, on conversations with 

admissions officers, educators, and employers, and on her own insights as a mother and as a 

student dean to highlight the ways in which over-parenting harms children, their stressed-out 

parents, and society at large. While empathizing with the parental hopes and, especially, fears 

that lead to over-helping, Lythcott-Haims offers practical alternative strategies that underline the 

importance of allowing children to make their own mistakes and develop the resilience, 

resourcefulness, and inner determination necessary for success.  

Relevant to parents of toddlers as well as of twenty-somethings—and of special value to parents 

of teens—this book is a rallying cry for those who wish to ensure that the next generation can 

take charge of their own lives with competence and confidence.  

Email Pastor Megan for the Zoom link at MeganS@gablesucc.org. 

mailto:Laurieh@gablesucc.org
mailto:megans@gablesucc.org
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Saturday, October 23 in the Fellowship Hall 

Two shifts available: 9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. or 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

All ages are invited to join us for this special volunteer event where we will be packaging meals 

to help address world hunger. Rise Against Hunger is a national organization that helps package 

and distribute nutrient rich meals to communities in need. This is a fun, engaging way to serve 

our wider world on such an important issue. You can register for one of the two shifts using the 

link below. When you register, you are invited to donate $10 per registrant to cover the cost of 

the event. Register at: www.gablesucc.org/rah 

Gables UCC is proud to serve as an OUT Community Partner during the 13th Annual OUTshine 

LGBTQ+ Film Festival | Fort Lauderdale Edition taking place October 14 to the 24. Join us on 

Saturday, October 23 at 2:45 p.m. at Gateway Cinema, 1820 E Sunrise Blvd, Fort Lauderdale, 

for our OUT Community Partner Film: Invisible: Gay Women in Southern Music.  Volunteers 

are needed to usher. Please contact Pastor Laurie if you can volunteer. Get your tickets at 

outshinefilm.com. Be sure to use our special discount code: OUTGUCC. 

http://www.gablesucc.org/rah
http://maps.google.com/?q=Gateway%20Cinema%201820%20E%20Sunrise%20Blvd,%20Fort%20Lauderdale,%20FL%2033304
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You are welcome to drop off the costumes at the church. Thank 

you! 

Please drop your costumes off at the church before October 22. 
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