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No matter who you are or where you are  on life’s journey, you are welcome here 
 

 
 
 

 
WELCOME  

 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 
Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  
the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  
the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World 
Health Organization.  As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend 
social distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. 
We are doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We 
have put in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot 
guarantee that you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church 
building, you agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, 
covenant not to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC,  its  
employees,  agents,  and  representatives,  of  and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, 
costs, or expenses of any kind arising out of or relating to  your  participation  in  our  programs,  
services  or  activities.  You understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on 
the actions, omissions, or negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and 
representatives, whether a COVID-19 infection occurs before, during, or after participation in 
any such program, service, or activity.  

 
The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 
    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 
 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 
3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 
CCLI License # 11282912 

 
 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
September 26, 2021                Our faith is over 2000 years old                                  11:00 a.m.   

Our thinking is not. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The whole earth is a living icon of the face of God. 
                                                                                    ~St. John of Damascus (675-749), Treatise 
 
GATHERING MUSIC                  

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano and  Dr. Ron Morgan, organ   
 
WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                           

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  
joining us at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 
walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 or go to our church app.  
 

You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  
For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are in the narthex. 

 

Thank you for your gifts and generosity. 
 

CALL TO COMMUNITY       All Things Bright and Beautiful                    John Rutter  
The Vocal Ensemble  

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  
      

    One: Blessed be God: Creator, Word, and Spirit, 
    Many: Who brings all things into being and calls them good. 
    One: Bless your Creator, all animals of the land. 
    Many: Let us praise and exalt our Creator together. 
    One:  Bless your Creator, all birds of the air. 
    Many: Let us praise and exalt our Creator together. 
    One: Bless your Creator, all creatures of the sea. 
    Many:  Let us praise and exalt our Creator together. 
    One: Bless your Creator, all children of God. 
    Many:  Let us praise and exalt our Creator together. 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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*OPENING HYMN            To You, O God, All Creatures Sing 
 

To you, O God, all creatures sing, and all creation, 
everything sings your praises, alleluia! 
Your burning sun with golden beam, 
your silver moon with softer gleam 

sing your praises,  
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Your wind that blows the tempest by, 

your clouds that sail across the sky 
sing your praises, alleluia! 

Your morning rises with a song, 
and lights of evening sing along, 

sing your praises, 
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Your flowing waters, crystal clear, 

make melodies for you to hear, 
Sing your praises, alleluia! 

Your fire…bountiful and bright, 
Remembering your warmth and light, 

sings your praises, 
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
To you, O God, day after day, 

Your planet earth in every way, 
Sing your praises, alleluia! 

As savory fruit and fragrant flower 
show forth your glory and your power, 

singing praises, 
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST                                     
                      

    One: No matter from where you are worshipping with us today; no matter the 
concerns, worries, or joys that you bring; no matter your background or social 
status; your race, culture, faith tradition, or sexual orientation, we offer to you the 
peace of Christ. Peace be with you!  

    Many: And also with you. 
 

If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 
If you are gathered with others at home, share the peace of Christ with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  
Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace of Christ with them.  

 
INSTRUMENTAL INTERLUDE                                                         
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THE SCRIPTURE LESSON                Genesis 1:29-31a                       The Inclusive Bible  
 

God said, “Look, I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the earth, and every tree 
whose fruit carries its seed inside itself: they will be your food; and to all the animals of the 
earth and the birds of the air and things that crawl on the ground - everything that has a living 
soul in it – I give all the green plants for food.” So it was. God looked at all of this creation and 
proclaimed that this was good – very good.  
 
Friends, listen. God is still speaking. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
MORNING MESSAGE  

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner   
 
CHORAL RESPONSE                Touch the Earth Lightly                                  Murray/Alonso  

Greg Jackson and Brandon Mowry, vocalists; Katie Martinez, flute   
 

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 
or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and during 

the Called to Care prayer time on Wednesday 
 

Touch the earth lightly, use the earth gently, 
nourish the life of the world in our care: 
gift of great wonder, ours to surrender, 

trust for the children tomorrow will bear. 
 

We who endanger, who create hunger, 
agents of death for all creatures that live, 
we who would foster clouds of disaster-- 
God of our planet, forestall and forgive! 

 

Let there be greening, birth from the burning, 
water that blesses and air that is sweet, 

health in God's garden, hope in God's children, 
regeneration that peace will complete. 

 

God of all living, God of all loving, 
God of the seedling, the snow and the sun, 
teach us, deflect us, Christ reconnect us, 

using us gently, and making us one. 
 
THE MORNING PRAYERS AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (spoken) 

You are welcome to use the language or words of your tradition or choice. 
 

Our Creator who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
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SUNG PRAYER RESPONSE  
 

Now we who are of tender heart, forgiving others, take our part, 
sing your praises, alleluia! To you we lift our pain and care, 

receive the burdens tht we bear, singing praises, alleluia, 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
TESTIMONY   

Leonie Hermantin 
We invite individuals, families, or groups to witness to a transformative or meaningful time in 
their life because of this church or to one they have experienced through a program or 
organization that is supported by Gables UCC. Please know that your financial support of the 
church does great things not only within these walls but far beyond. If you wish to give online 
this morning, please go to gablesucc.org/give or text GABLESUCC to 833.245.6434, or offering 
plates are available by the front doors for your gifts of checks or cash. Thank you!  
 

 

INVITATION TO GIVE, SERVE, AND BELONG  
 

*BENEDICTION                                                       Taken from Judy Chicago’s Dinner Party                                          
    One: Siblings in faith,  

let us go forth to stand in God’s Holy place— 
And then all will care for the sick and the weak and the old 
And then all will nourish the young 
And then all will cherish life's creatures 
And then all will live in harmony 
with each other and the Earth 
And then everywhere will be called Eden once again. Amen. 

 
*SUNG BENEDICTION                     Alleluia, Alleluia   

 

On verse two, you are invited to raise your hands up in glory to God. 
 

Please be seated for the postlude. 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                                            Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 
Following our service this morning, you will be excused pew by pew by the ushers. We hope to 
keep folks physically distanced while inside but invite you, with masks on, to enjoy fellowship 
outside with pastors, church members, and friends. Those worshipping with us online, please 
be sure to stay in touch. If you need anything or would like to check in with one of the pastors, 
please just give us a call. We miss you!  
 

 
 

 
GREEN CHRISTIANS 

If you would like more information about the Gables UCC Green Christians group or to discover 
more opportunities for education, advocacy, and personal action around the earth, climate 
change, and the care of creation, please contact Pastor Aaron at AaronL@gablesucc.org.  

 

http://gablesucc.org/give
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A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 
If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we 
have found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice 
seeking a place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, 
we invite you into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please 
contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 
We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to 
places around the country and around the world. Folks are actively involved in our church who 
have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a 
progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, 
you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation. 

 
---------------------------------------------------- 

 
IN OUR PRAYERS  

We remember all those places of war, violence, and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for 
all people around the world. A lighted candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, 
healing, compassion, and unity. 

 
GIVING TO HAITI 

The people of Haiti have once again faced a tragic earthquake and there are countless needs 
facing this country. If you wish to give financially to help those who have suffered so much, we 
recommend giving to FOKAL Haiti Relief, a Haitian organization that is on the ground and able 
to channel funds to smallholder farmers associations, grassroots women’s organizations, and 
small local ethical enterprises who are the true first responders.  You may go directly to their 
website at FOKAL Haiti Relief or if you wish to give through the church, go to 
gablesucc.org/give and push on Haiti Earthquake Relief.   

 
GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store 
or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 
church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 
Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and 
friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general 
church business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at DrewS@gablesucc.org. 

 
CHURCH PRAYER LIST  

The Called to Care Team prays together each Wednesday. They use a list compiled from your 
prayer requests texted to Pastor Laurie on Sunday morning or throughout the week. Contact 
Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482. or Carol Fifield, Called to Care Coordinator, at 
miamifife@gmail.com  

file://10.0.0.12/COMPANY/Bulletin/gablesucc.org/give
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
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FOOD PANTRY  
 

In August, we gave out 43 bags of food. Your donations of food go a long way in helping the 
hungry of our community. Please drop off your bags of groceries at the church on Sunday 
morning, Tuesday – Friday from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., or on Saturday, from 9:00 a.m. – 
12:00 noon. You may also donate at gablesucc.org/give. Under the fund column, select “food 
pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes from Amazon or other places filled with canned goods.  

 
REMEMBER 

These are the times that call upon our faith—times like this, when we and those around us 
 need assurance that we’re not alone, and that together we will get through whatever lies ahead. 
Now is the time to draw close to God in prayer, and to one another in acts of compassion and 
care. If you are in need of groceries, a meal, conversation, a pharmacy run, or anything else, let 
us know at LaurieH@gablesucc.org or 305.448.7421, ext. 116. 

 
FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Come and safely shop (masks required) in support of our justice ministry.  
 

Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing countries build strong, local economies. 
These skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while crafting sustainable products that do not 
harm the environment. No child labor is used. Women’s lives are changed as they support their 
families with the dignity and pride of their work. Located at the Columbus Blvd. entrance.  

 

Hours: Thursday – Saturday: 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.; Sunday: 12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL OUTREACH PROJECT 
Our Sunday School children and youth are supporting Lotus House Homeless Shelter in 
Overtown and we need your help! Every month we will be collecting a different item that the 
women, children, or LGBT youth need. In September, we are collecting NEW pens, pencils, 
crayons, and markers. Please drop them off in the Education Wing on Sunday mornings, or 
any time during the week.   

 
 AUTHOR EVENT IN PARTNERSHIP WITH BOOKS & BOOKS  

An Evening with Lauren Groff discussing her newest book, “Matrix” 
Monday evening, September 27 at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary  

 

Lauren Groff is a two-time National Book Award finalist and The New York Times–bestselling 
author of three novels. Her newest book, Matrix is said to be “Thrilling and heartbreaking” by 
Time Magazine, and “[A] page-by-page pleasure as we soar with her,” by the New York Times. 
Tickets are free by going to booksandbooks.com and click on event tickets.  

 
GABLES UCC WALKING GROUP  

Wednesdays, through November 24 from 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.  
Meet Outside the Fair Trade Shop 

Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf 
Course and back, approximately 4 miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade shop and 
leave the church together as we begin our walk. Just an FYI- Pastor Megan sets a brisk pace! 
Friends always welcome! Bring a flashlight.  
 

https://gablesucc.org/give
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GERMAN MINISTRY STUDY  
Wednesday, September 29 at 6:30 p.m. on Zoom 

Do you want to share positive impacts of your faith or want to discuss doubts you might have? 
If so, our new discussion group “God in everyday life” is right for you. This new German-
language group will explore a variety of topics over the next few months. We will discuss where 
God might become visible and relevant in our everyday lives, including those that might be 
difficult or challenging phases. Hence, this first discussion group will dive into the issue of evil 
and suffering in the world. The goal of the discussion group is not to have ready-made answers, 
but rather be a joint search for new paths and ideas. To take part, please e-
mail germanministry@gablesucc.org by Monday September 27th. We will send you the link.  

 
A MORNING OF SUPPORT FOR THOSE LIVING WITH CANCER 

Saturday, October 2 at 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. in the Library 
Join us for a little breakfast, a lot of caring, and the sharing of insights and support for those 
living with cancer or who have gone through the journey. This is for all, whether you are facing 
treatment now or have in the past. Refreshments will be provided. For more information, 
contact Dorothy Thorburn at 305.968.8166. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------- 
 

INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW 
How do I become a member of the church? 

If you don’t want to check your mind at the church door...  
 

If you know that God’s love embraces all people, no matter who they are…  
 

If you want religion with relevancy… 
 

 

If you’ve wished for an open and embracing community of faith to nurture your spirit, 
grow your faith, and raise your children… 

 

Then we warmly invite you to help us build the family of Gables UCC. 
 

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of our 
family of faith, we cordially invite you to attend one of our Inquirer’s Gatherings throughout 
the year. You will meet the pastors and church members, learn more about the church, what 
we value and believe, our history, and our denomination, the United Church of Christ.  
 

Our next Inquirer’s Gathering is on Saturday, October 2 at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom. To register, 
please be in touch with Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org or call at 305.448.7421, ext. 
116. She would love to speak with you! Who should attend an Inquirer’s Gathering? The short 
answer—you! If you love coming to the church and you are not a member, please join us!  

 
MIAMI OUT OF THE DARKNESS WALK TO FIGHT SUICIDE 

#TogetherToFightSuicide 
Please join church members at the Miami Out of the Darkness Walk to End Suicide on Sunday, 
October 3, at Tropical Park. The walk is a united effort to end suicide, while showing up for 
yourself, recognizing and honoring those you love, and raising awareness about preventing 
suicide. Resources and information are available. This is a family-friendly event of hope, 
healing, and help for those who need it. There is no charge to attend, and registration begins at 
8:00 a.m. next to the running track. For more information, please contact Kim Moore at 
305.321.5520. 
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HOMOSEXUALITY AND THE BIBLE 
Sunday Morning Adult Formation Classes 

Sundays, October 3, 10, 17 at 9:45 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge and on Zoom  

During these sessions, we will examine the biblical texts that are used to judge, sometimes 
condemn, and often marginalize the LGBTQ+ community in the church, and in society as 
well. As an Open and Affirming congregation, we root our inclusive vision in the Word of God, 
and we welcome all of God’s children to the table that God has set. Since our hospitality is 
grounded on a solid scriptural basis, we invite you to join this study series to “firm up” your 
own faithful understanding of God’s inclusive welcome and unconditional love. After all, it’s 
in the Bible! Led by Pastor Laurie. 

 
EXPATS AND VURCHERS 

Whether you are living across the Pond, on the Gulf of Mexico, in the Carolinas, or the 
hinterlands of the East or West Coast, please join our special fellowship group. 

 

Once a month we gather from around the world to check in with our Gables UCC members and 
friends living outside of South Florida. Whether you have been a former member or friend of 
the church and have moved away, or have found a home with us virtually, we invite you to be 
connected through this special group just for you. To receive notices, be in touch with Pastor 
Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

Our next gathering will be on Sunday, October 3 at 12:30 p.m. over Zoom. We would love to 
have you as we catch up with one another and discuss the morning sermon. Remember: No 
matter who you are or where you live, you are an important part of our church family. G 
 

 

PET BLESSING 
Sunday, October 3 at 2:00 p.m. in the Courtyard  

All are invited to bring their pets or a picture of them to the church courtyard for a brief 
service of blessing and gratitude for the joy they bring to us. There will also be a special 
part of the service to acknowledge the pets who died this past year. Each participant will 
receive a picture of them and their pet. From pelicans to penguins, all pets are welcome (be 
sure to have them on a leash or properly restrained). 
 

Please note that our new Best Friends Memorial Garden, a special area around the statue of 
St. Francis in the Courtyard, has been set aside as a space to memorialize our beloved pets. 
A plant and personalized etched stone will be placed in memory of your “best friend.” A 
special service of memory will be held there following the Pet Blessing. Contact Ann de las 
Pozas for more information at adelaspozas@gmail.com.  

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL  

For PreK-3 through 5th Grade at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday mornings are a special time for our children at Gables UCC. While parents are in 
worship, children have time for their own spiritual formation and exploration. We use WHIRL, 
a progressive lectionary Bible based curricula that is enhanced with mindfulness, yoga, mental 
health awareness and hands on learning. Our Sunday School classes are staffed by teams of fully-
vaccinated, background-checked volunteers and church staff. Masks are mandatory for all 
children and staff during Sunday School and throughout the church campus. Register your child 
online today at: gablesucc.org/cy-ministry-registration. 

https://gablesucc.org/cy-ministry-registration
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    WORSHIP WITH US 
One Church ~ Three Congregations:  

 

9:00 a.m. Communion Service  
A more intimate and meditative worship experience in the Chapel. Holy Communion is 
celebrated weekly, and music is presented by one of our talented soloists. 

 
10:00 a.m. Spanish-Language Worship  

Spanish language worship is available each Sunday in the Chapel. Under the care of Pastora Yoli 
Izquierdo-Yglesias, the congregation is a warm, supportive, and caring community.   

 
11:00 a.m. Worship In-Person or Online  

Join us in person or online for beautiful music, challenging and inspiring messages, and liturgy 
that offers a renewal of mind and spirit.  
 

German Language Worship  
If you are part of a German-speaking family or would like to worship in German, come and join 
us for services, Bible studies, and cultural activities conducted in German.  For more information 
about our German language ministry, contact us at germanministry@gablesucc.org.    
 

-------------------------------------------------------- 
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 

The Third Saturday of Each Month at 2:00 p.m. in the Library 
Led by Pat Berman, M.S. Family Therapy 

Grief is a powerful emotion and can stop us in our tracks. It can also break our hearts enough to 
make us feel that we will never again be whole. Whether you are newly bereaved or still 
struggling with painful feelings that occurred years ago, join us in a safe place, led by 
professional therapists to find mutual support and care. If you are interested, please be in 
touch with Pat at pberm@mindspring.com. 

 
LGBTQ+ LUNCHEON FOR NATIONAL COMING OUT DAY  

Sunday, October 10 at 12:30 p.m. in the Courtyard 
“Come out” and join us after worship for a delicious lunch, supportive conversation, and, as 
always, lots of laughter and fun. Lunch will be provided. RSVP to Pastor Laurie at 
LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 
UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI/GABLES UCC THERAPY SUPPORT GROUPS 

Through a partnership with the University of Miami Graduate Psychology Department, we 
are pleased to offer several free culturally-informed, religiously-based group therapy as part 
of a research study aimed at improving treatment for mental health challenges of all kinds. 
Pastor Laurie serves as a consultant along with Dr. Amy Weisman, Ph.D., Associate 
Professor/Fellow, Association for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies, Department of 
Psychology at the University of Miami. All sessions are free and currently on Zoom. If you 
are interested, please call 305.284.5455 to set up your baseline interview for any of the groups. 

 

General Mental Health Concerns Groups: 
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. – 8:15 p.m. or Thursdays at 5:45 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

. 

Diagnosed Mental Illness Group:  
Mondays at 5:00 p.m. - 6:15 p.m. 
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At our PACT (People Acting for Community Together) Listening Sessions, we gather to share 
our stories of struggle and hope for our community and start the process of making change! This 
is all a part of our work with PACT, a multi-faith and multi-ethnic organization in Miami-Dade 
County that brings together a diverse group of people to take action and make change in our 
community. The Listening Sessions help us choose which issues we will focus on in the coming 
year. Come and share your story and be part of the amazing justice work of PACT! 

To RSVP for a PACT Listening Session, or for more information, please contact Pastor Aaron 
at AaronL@gablesucc.org.  


