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Gables                         
UCC  

 

 

WELCOME  
 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 

Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  

the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  

the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World 

Health Organization.  As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend 

social distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. 

We are doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We 

have put in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot 

guarantee that you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church 

building, you agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, 

covenant not to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC,  its  

employees,  agents,  and  representatives,  of  and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, 

costs, or expenses of any kind arising out of or relating to  your  participation  in  our  programs,  

services  or  activities.  You understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on 

the actions, omissions, or negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and 

representatives, whether a COVID-19 infection occurs before, during, or after participation in 

any such program, service, or activity.  

 

The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 

    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 

 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

CCLI License # 11282912 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

September 12, 2021                Our faith is over 2000 years old                                  11:00 a.m.   

Our thinking is not. 
 

 

 Gables UCC 

 

HOMECOMING  

Church is not something you go to, it’s a family you belong to.  
 

GATHERING MUSIC                  

Dr. Greg Taylor, Parish Musician 

                                                        Walk Together Children                                  Dennis Janzer 

Dr. Ron Morgan, organ   
 

INTROIT                                                You Are Back          

Anthony Cabrera, vocalist  

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

    One:  Home is not a building or a place we meet. 

Home is not just where we came from. 

    Many: Home is more than people and memories. 

Home is more than sentimentality or traditions. 

    One: Home is toys on the floor. 

Home is a mess in the kitchen. 

    Many: Home is a welcome at the door. 

Home is a hug of acceptance. 

    One: Home is the laughter around the table, bread and cup. 

Home is remembering promises made in water and spirit. 

    Many: Home is seeing where God is leading us 

and going there together. 

    One: Welcome home to Gables UCC 

where we welcome all, care for the world, and learn how to love. 

    Many: Where we are better together.   
 

*HYMN                                                 All Are Welcome                                      Marty Haugen  

Feel free to shake your pom poms! 
 

Let us build a house where love can dwell 

and all can safely live, 

a place where saints and children tell 

how hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 

rock of faith and vault of grace; 

here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 
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Let us build a house where prophets speak, 

and words are strong and true, 

where all God's children dare to seek 

to dream God's reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness 

and as symbol of God's grace; 

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 
 

Let us build a house where hands will reach 

beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 

and live the Word they've known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger 

bear the image of God's face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 
 

Let us build a house where all are named, 

their songs and visions heard 

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 

as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter, 

prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter. 

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 
 

*OPENING PRAYER  

Bless us, most loving provident God, may this coming home  

be a re-creation and experience of hospitality and hope. 
 

May all who enter this home, may all who walk through these doors  

know and feel your love and presence.  
 

Keeping watch on our going out and our coming in,  

no one is stranger, all are guests; no one is excluded, all are friend. 
 

May the life celebrated in each room in this house give delight and  

honor and reverence to you. We pray this in the name of Jesus who 

taught us to pray…  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung) 

Our Creator who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
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*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST                                     
                      

    One: No matter from where you are worshipping with us today; no matter the concerns, 

worries, or joys that you bring; no matter your background or social status; your 

race, culture, faith tradition, or sexual orientation, we offer to you the peace of 

Christ. Peace be with you!  

    Many: And also with you. 
 

If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 

If you are gathered with others at home, share the peace of Christ with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace of Christ with them.  
 

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                         

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  

joining us virtually at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 
 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 

each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 
 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 

walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 or go to our church app.  

You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  

For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are in the narthex. 

 

Thank you for your gifts and generosity. 
 

THE BLESSING OF OUR WHOLE LIVES FACILITATORS  
 

SONG                                                         I Was Glad                                             Geron Davis  

The Vocal Ensemble; Johnathan Hewlitt, percussion  
 

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON              Psalm 95:1-7 

Oh come, let us sing to our God 

Let us shout joyfully to the Rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving; 

Let us shout joyfully to God with psalms. 

  For God is great, and the sovereign above all gods. 

 In God’s hands are the deep places of the earth; 

The heights of the hills are also there. 

The sea is God’s, for God created it; 

And God’s hands formed the dry land. 

Oh come, let us worship and bow down; 

Let us kneel before our God. 

For this is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture, 

And the sheep of the Creator’s hand. 

Friends, listen. God is still speaking. 

Thanks be to God! 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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HOMECOMING REFLECTION 

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner   

 

CHORAL RESPONSE                           By Our Love                                 Christy Nockels  

The Vocal Ensemble  

 

TESTIMONY   

Adriana Perez and JC Oviedo, church members since 2015  

We invite individuals, families, or groups to witness to a transformative or meaningful time in 

their life because of this church or to one they have experienced through a program or 

organization that is supported by Gables UCC. Please know that your financial support of the 

church does great things not only within these walls but far beyond. If you wish to give online 

this morning, please go to gablesucc.org/give or text GABLESUCC to 833.245.6434, or offering 

plates are available by the front doors for your gifts of checks or cash. Thank you for your 

generosity! 

 

INVITATION TO GIVE, SERVE, AND BELONG  

 

*CLOSING HYMN                In the Midst of New Dimensions                     
 

 

In the midst of new dimensions, in the face of changing ways. 

Who will lead the pilgrim peoples wandering in their separate ways? 
 

Refrain:  

God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar, 

We your people, ours the journey now and ever, now and ever, now and ever more. 
 

Through the flood of starving people, warring factions and despair, 

Who will lift the olive branches? Who will light the flame of care? Refrain 
 

As we stand a world divided by our own self-seeking schemes, 

Grant that we, your global village might envision wider dreams. Refrain 
 

Choir Only:  

Should the threats of dire predictions cause us to withdraw in pain, 

May your blazing phoenix spirit, resurrect the church again.  

 

We are made in your own image, all persuasions, old and young, 

Each a gift in your creation, each a love song to be sung. Refrain 

 

*BENEDICTION                                                   

    One: May the strength of God lead us,  

may the wisdom of God instruct us,  

may the hand of God protect us, 

may the word of God guide us;  

and be always ours this day and for evermore.  

    Many: Amen and Amen. 

http://gablesucc.org/give
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*RECESSIONAL  

Following our service this morning, we invite you to follow the pastors and cheerleaders, pew 

by pew, beginning with the front pews, outside for refreshments, fun, to learn more about 

upcoming programs, and to enjoy community with one another. Those worshipping with us 

online, please be sure to stay in touch. If you need anything or would like to check in with one 

of the pastors, please just give us a call. We miss you!  
                                       Gables UC 

 

FOLLOWING WORSHIP THIS MORNING, JOIN US OUTDOORS FOR: 
 

The Lemonade Stand – Receive your free Gables UCC cup with some lemonade, OJ, or 

water.  
 

Yearbook Table – The Homecoming Yearbook has arrived. Thanks to all who contributed a 

picture. Also, many thanks to church members Elizabeth Delgado for creating it and to Raul Ley 

of Sir Speedy Printing for printing it in record time.   
 

Ice Cream Truck – Enjoy some favorite ice-cream treats that will remind you of your childhood 

or that you still enjoy today. A Nutty Buddy anyone?  
 

The Board for Spiritual Formation Tables - Check out all of the spiritual formation classes, 

programs, and events coming in the new program, year. Three different crafts are available plus 

treats for kids.  
 

The Board for Congregational Life – Be sure to go to the Prayer Shawl Ministry Table and 

put your name in for a free raffle of a beautiful prayer shawl; visit the Called to Care Table and 

get an Encouragement Card; discover lots of other opportunities for fellowship, small groups 

activities, worship, and to serve as part of our Hospitality Team. The University of Miami/Gables 

UCC Therapy Table is also available to answer any of your questions about their support groups.  
 

Choir - Make a joyful noise. Whether you are a long-time choir member or choir-curious, join 

Dr. Morgan in the Fellowship Hall at 12:30 p.m. for a very safe and physically distanced choir 

rehearsal. Masks are required and available.  All are welcome. 
 

German Church Ministry Table – Be sure to check out some of the exciting programs and 

worship opportunities our German language congregation is offering this year. 
 

The Board for Justice and Witness Tables - Signups for fall projects, learn more about our 

work, and be sure to get a free button, bookmark, and candy!  
 

Early Childhood Center and Community Arts Program Table - Learn more about our two 

covenanted ministries that provide outstanding education for children and youth.  
 

The Board of Trustees Table  - Come, learn about our historic preservation as we prepare for 

the one hundredth anniversary of the church in 2023.  
 

Snack Table – Check out our snacks and enjoy them as you move from table to table. 
 

For the Children: Be sure to ride the Gables UCC Express Choo Choo Train.  
 

For the Youth: Check out the Climbing Wall. How far can you go??? 
 

The Fair Trade MarketPlace – Enjoy artistic items in this unique store that is committed to 

fair-living wages while crafting sustainable products that don’t harm the environment. 
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A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 

If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we 

have found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice 

seeking a place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, 

we invite you into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please 

contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to 

places around the country and around the world. Folks are actively involved in our church who 

have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a 

progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, 

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation. 

 

 

 

        Gables UCC 

Gables UCC 

 

 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS  

We remember all those places of war, violence, and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for 

all people around the world. A lighted candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, 

healing, compassion, and unity. 

 

GIVING TO HAITI 

The people of Haiti have once again faced a tragic earthquake and there are countless needs 

facing this country. If you wish to give financially to help those who have suffered so much, we 

recommend giving to FOKAL Haiti Relief, a  Haitian organization that is on the ground and able 

to channel funds to smallholder farmers associations, grassroots women’s organizations, 

and small local ethical enterprises who are the true first responders.  You may go directly 

to their website at FOKAL Haiti Relief or if you wish to give through the church, go to 

gablesucc.org/give and push on Haiti Earthquake Relief.   

 

GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store 

or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 

church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 

Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and 

friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general 

church business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at DrewS@gablesucc.org. 

 

file://///10.0.0.12/COMPANY/Bulletin/gablesucc.org/give
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
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FOOD PANTRY  
 

In August, we gave out 43 bags of food. Your donations of food go a long way in helping the 

hungry of our community. Please drop off your bags of groceries at the church on Sunday 

morning, Tuesday – Friday from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., or on Saturday, from 9:00 a.m. – 

12:00 noon. You may also donate at gablesucc.org/give. Under the fund column, select “food 

pantry.” We also LOVE getting boxes from Amazon or other places filled with canned goods.  
 

CHURCH PRAYER LIST  

The Called to Care Team prays together each Wednesday. They use a list compiled from your 

prayer requests texted to Pastor Laurie on Sunday morning or throughout the week. Contact 

Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482. or Carol Fifield, Called to Care Coordinator, at 

miamifife@gmail.com  
 

REMEMBER 

These are the times that call upon our faith—times like this, when we and those around us 

 need assurance that we’re not alone, and that together we will get through whatever lies 

ahead. Now is the time to draw close to God in prayer, and to one another in acts of 

compassion and care. If you are in need of groceries, a meal, conversation, a pharmacy run, 

or anything else, let us know at LaurieH@gablesucc.org or 305,448,7421 ext. 116. 
 

------------------------------------------------------ 

https://gablesucc.org/give
mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
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FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Come and safely shop (masks required) in support of our justice ministry.  
 

Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing countries build strong, local economies. 

These skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while crafting sustainable products that do not 

harm the environment. No child labor is used. Women’s lives are changed as they support their 

families with the dignity and pride of their work. Located at the Columbus Blvd. entrance.  
 

Hours: Thursday – Saturday: 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.; Sunday:12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL OUTREACH PROJECT 

Our Sunday School children and youth are supporting Lotus House Homeless Shelter in 

Overtown and we need your help! Every month we will be collecting a different item that the 

women, children, or LGBT youth need. In September, we are collecting NEW pens, pencils, 

crayons, and markers. Please drop them off in the Education Wing on Sunday mornings, or 

any time during the week.   

 

WISE (WELCOMING, INCLUSIVE, SUPPORTIVE, AND ENGAGED  

FOR MENTAL HEALTH) SUPPORT GROUP 

Each Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom  

Being socially distant does not mean having to be socially isolated.  

Pastor Lisa LeSueur offers this opportunity to connect with others, and to share stories, as well 

as survival strategies, for getting through these challenging times. If you are interested in joining, 

please email Lisa at LisaL@gablesucc.org  

 

GABLES UCC WALKING GROUP  

Wednesdays, September 15 – November 24 from 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.  

Meet Outside the Fair Trade Shop 

Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf 

Course and back, approximately 4 miles. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade shop and 

leave the church together as we begin our walk. Just an FYI- Pastor Megan sets a brisk pace! 

Friends always welcome! Bring a flashlight.  

 

YOUTH GROUP FALL KICK-OFF BBQ 

Friday, September 17 at 7:00 p.m.  

For all 6th – 12th graders and parents  

On the Green Space across from the Parking Lot 

For more information, contact Pastor Aaron at AaronL@gablesucc.org. 

 

YOUNG ADULT GROUP 

Every month, our 20-30s young adults gather for brunch, conversation, and support. This is a 

great opportunity to meet new people, make friends, and learn more about the ministries of the 

church. Periodically, we also host book clubs, social outings, and educational events. If you are 

a young adult or college student that would like to join in the fun and the fellowship, contact 

Pastor Aaron (AaronL@gablesucc.org) 

 

 

mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org
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SUNDAY SCHOOL  

For PreK-3 through 5th Grade at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday mornings are a special time for our children at Gables UCC. While parents are in 

worship, children have time for their own spiritual formation and exploration. Members of our 

Church Staff are always in the Sunday School Wing on Sunday mornings to greet members and 

visitors. 
  

This 2021-2022 year, we will be using WHIRL, a progressive lectionary Bible based curricula 

for our elementary aged children as well as enhancing the program with mindfulness, yoga, 

mental health awareness and hands on learning. Handouts, crafts, and leaflets home will let you 

know what your child has experienced and accomplished during their Sunday School hour, as 

well as a weekly email from Pastor Megan. 

  

Our Sunday School classes are staffed by teams of fully-vaccinated, background-checked 

volunteers and church staff. Masks are mandatory for all children and staff during Sunday 

School and throughout the church campus. Register your child online today at: 

gablesucc.org/cy-ministry-registration. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION  

9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge and simultaneously online. 

With the implementation of NEW technology, we will gather on Sundays, September 19 and 

26 to reflect on the plight of Job, as found in the book named for him in the Hebrew scriptures. 

You are invited to join Pastor Megan as we briefly explore the cause of human suffering and the 

character of God in this overview. Please read the Book of Job in your Bible before attending 

the gatherings.  

 

    WORSHIP WITH US 

One Church ~ Three Congregations:  
 

9:00 a.m. Communion Service  

A more intimate and meditative worship experience in the Chapel. Holy Communion is 

celebrated weekly, and music is presented by one of our talented soloists. 
 

10:00 a.m. Spanish-Language Worship  

Spanish language worship is available each Sunday in the Chapel. Under the care of Pastora Yoli 

Izquierdo-Yglesias, the congregation is a warm, supportive, and caring community.   
 

11:00 a.m. Worship In-Person or Online  

Join us in person or online for beautiful music, challenging and inspiring messages, and liturgy 

that offers a renewal of mind and spirit.  
 

German Language Worship  

If you are part of a German-speaking family or would like to worship in German, come and join 

us for services, Bible studies, and cultural activities conducted in German.  For more information 

about our German language ministry, contact us at germanministry@gablesucc.org.    

 

https://gablesucc.org/cy-ministry-registration
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SISTERS ON SOJOURN 

Saturday, September 18 at 9:30 a.m. on Zoom 

All women, regardless of age, are invited to join in this relaxed and easy-going group with no 
rules, no dues, no officers. We are just women coming together to hear each other’s stories, 
provide support and encouragement, and, occasionally, learn something. Enjoy lots of laughter, 
sharing, and fun! If you wish to be added to the SOS list for announcements about upcoming 
meetings, please let Pastor Laurie know at Laurieh@gablesucc.org. 

 

LUNCH AND THE BIBLE 

Tuesday, September 21 from Noon - 1:00 p.m. on Zoom 

Join one of our pastors for lunch, fellowship, and discussion on a specific Bible passage of their 

choosing. Find out why they chose that particular passage, as you take an in depth look at the 

verses with them. This month, contact Pastor Laurie for the link at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

AUTHOR EVENT IN PARTNERSHIP WITH BOOKS & BOOKS  

An Evening with Lauren Groff discussing her newest book, “Matrix” 

Monday evening, September 27 at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary  
 

Lauren Groff is a two-time National Book Award finalist and The New York Times–bestselling 

author of three novels. The Monsters of Templeton, Arcadia, and Fates and Furies, and the 

celebrated short story collections Delicate Edible Birds and Florida. Her newest book, Matrix is 

said to be “Thrilling and heartbreaking” by Time Magazine, and “[A] page-by-page pleasure as 

we soar with her,” by the New York Times. In it, Groff writes about 12th century Europe while 

directly engaging in questions about life today, from climate change to feminism to the 

direction of humanity. The result is a book that connects equally with the mind and the 

heart. Tickets are free by going to booksandbooks.com and click on event tickets.  

 

A MORNING OF SUPPORT FOR THOSE LIVING WITH CANCER 

Saturday, October 2 at 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. in the Library 

Join us for a little breakfast, a lot of caring, and the sharing of insights and support for those 
living with cancer or who have gone through the journey. This is for all, whether you are 
facing treatment now or have in the past. Refreshments will be provided. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

 

EXPATS AND VURCHERS 

Whether you are living across the Pond, on the Gulf of Mexico, in the Carolinas, or the 

hinterlands of the East or West Coast, please join our special fellowship group. 
 

Once a month we gather from around the world to check in with our Gables UCC members and 

friends living outside of South Florida. Whether you have been a former member or friend of 

the church and have moved away, or have found a home with us virtually, we invite you to be 

connected through this special group just for you. To receive notices, be in touch with Pastor 

Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

Our next gathering will be on Sunday, October 3 at 12:30 p.m. over Zoom. We would love to 

have you as we catch up with one another and discuss the morning sermon. Remember: No 

matter who you are or where you live, you are an important part of our church family. G 
 

mailto:Laurieh@gablesucc.org
mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
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HOMOSEXUALITY AND THE BIBLE 

Sunday Morning Adult Formation Classes 

Sundays, October 3, 10, 17 at 9:45 a.m. in Havighorst Lounge   

During these sessions, we will examine the biblical texts that are used to judge, sometimes 

condemn, and often marginalize the LGBTQIA community in the church, and in society as 

well. As an Open and Affirming       congregation, we root our inclusive vision in the Word of God, 

and we welcome all of God’s children to the table that God has set. Since our hospitality is 

grounded on a solid scriptural basis, we invite you to join this study series to “firm up” your 

own faithful understanding of God’s inclusive welcome and unconditional love. After all, it’s 

in the Bible! Led by Pastor Laurie. 
 

PET BLESSING 

Sunday, October 3 at 2:00 p.m. in the Courtyard  

All are invited to bring their pets or a picture of them to the church courtyard for a brief 

service of blessing and gratitude for the joy they bring to us. There will also be a special 

part of the service to acknowledge the pets who died this past year. Each participant will 

receive a picture of them and their pet. From pelicans to penguins, all pets are welcome (be 

sure to have them on a leash or properly restrained). 
 

Please note that our new Best Friends Memorial Garden, a special area around the statue of 

St. Francis in the Courtyard, has been set aside as a space to memorialize our beloved pets. 

A plant and personalized etched stone will be placed in memory of your “best friend.” 

Contact Ann de las Pozas for more information at adelaspozas@gmail.com.  
 

HOSPITALITY TEAM 

The ministry of the Sunday morning Hospitality Team can be summed up in the following ways 

– making people feel welcome, assisting the pastors on Sunday mornings, preparing the 

sanctuary for worship, helping others to have a meaningful worship experience, and maintaining 

a safe environment for all. If you are interested and would like to learn more about how you can 

make a difference by ushering, greeting, etc., please contact Pastor Laurie or Head Usher 

Marilyn Caputo at caputomarilyn@gmail.com. 

.  

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 

The Third Saturday of Each Month 

2:00 p.m. at the Church 

Led by Pat Berman, M.S. Family Therapy 

Grief is a powerful emotion and can stop us in our tracks. It can also break our hearts enough 
to make us feel that we will never again be whole. Whether you are newly bereaved or still 
struggling with painful feelings that occurred years ago, join us in a safe place, led by 
professional therapists to find mutual support and care. If you are interested, please be in 
touch with Pat at pberm@mindspring.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:adelaspozas@gmail.com
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INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW 

How do I become a member of the church? 

If you don’t want to check your mind at the church door...  
 

If you know that God’s love embraces all people, no matter who they are…  
 

If you want religion with relevancy… 
 

If you believe that faith requires tenderness and courage, 

a kind of big love that is committed to changing people’s lives…ours and others…  
 

If you’ve wished for an open and embracing community of faith to nurture your spirit, 

grow your faith, and raise your children… 
 

Then we warmly invite you to help us build the family of Gables UCC. 
 

If you are interested in “inquiring” about Gables UCC and what it means to be a member of 

our family of faith, we cordially invite you to attend one of our  Inquirer’s Gatherings 

throughout the year. You will meet the pastors  and church members,  learn more about the 

church, what we value and believe, our history, and our denomination, the United Church of 

Christ.  
 

Our next Inquirer’s Gathering is on Saturday, October 2 at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom. To register, 

please go to be in touch with Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org or call at 305.448.7421 x 

116. She would love to speak with you! Who should attend an Inquirer’s Gathering? The short 

answer—you! If you love coming to the church and you are not a member, please join us!  

 

CALLED TO CARE  

The Called to Care Team is the lay caregiving ministry of our church. If you are energized 
by the opportunity to offer  support and encouragement to others and to strengthen the life 
of the church; if you are able to relate to people in many diverse circumstances of life; and 
if you are compassionate, have integrity, are able to maintain confidences, and are a good 
listener; won’t you please join our team? Contact CTC Coordinator Carol Fifield at 
miamifife@gmail.com or be in touch with Pastor Laurie.  
 

Weekly, the Called to Care Team receives prayer requests from  church family and friends. 
Each Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., they gather in prayer over Zoom to lift up these prayer requests, 
to pray for the church, and for the needs of the world. If you have a prayer concern to be prayed 
over by Called to Care, you may text it to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or submit it via the 
Gables UCC app. 

 

SECOND CHANCE RECOVERY GROUP 

Starting in September 

Hosted by Riverside Christian Ministries, this group aims to help those facing hardships, 

including needing help to find a job because of background or lack of skills, facing difficulties 

with family unification, needing better communication skills, needing life skills training (time 

management, interview skills, etc), and transitioning from prison back into society. 
 

This group plans to start meeting in September to study, pray, and discuss hard topics to help 

break away from the difficulties faced in current or past circumstances and work towards finding 

true freedom and purpose in Jesus. Contact Pastor Aaron if you or someone you know is 

interested at AaronL@gablesucc.org. 
 

mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
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UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI/GABLES UCC THERAPY SUPPORT GROUPS 
 

Through a partnership with the University of Miami Graduate Psychology Department, we 
are pleased to offer several f ree  culturally-informed, religiously-based group therapy as 
part of a research study aimed at improving treatment for mental health challenges of all 
kinds. 

 
Pastor Laurie serves as a consultant along with Dr. Amy Weisman, Ph.D., Associate 
Professor/Fellow, Association for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies,      Department of 
Psychology at the University of Miami. During the treatment, clinicians will provide 
education on mental health, as well as techniques to assist in coping with psychological 
stress, concerns, and challenges. 
 
All sessions are free and currently on Zoom. If you are interested, please call 305.284.5455 to 
set up your baseline interview for any of the groups. 
 

General Mental Health Concerns Groups 

Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. – 8:15 p.m. or Thursdays at 5:45 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

Have you been struggling with depression, anxiety, relationship difficulties, or other 
psychological stresses? If so, you may benefit from these small groups for support, insight, 
and  techniques for managing your mental health challenges. 
 

Diagnosed Mental Illness Group 

Mondays at 5:00 p.m. - 6:15 p.m. 

If you have been diagnosed with schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, or another psychotic spectrum 
disorder, you may be eligible to participate in this therapeutic group. During the treatment, 
clinicians will provide education on psychotic spectrum disorders, as well as offer 
techniques to cope with mental illness.   
 

Spanish Speaking Groups 

General Mental Health Concerns Groups 

Thursdays at 5:00 p.m.-6:15 p.m. 

 

Diagnosed Mental Health Illness Group 

Beginning soon. Please call the number above if you are interested. 

 

         

 
 
 

 

Gables                         
UCC  
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