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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here  
 

 
 
 

 

WELCOME  
 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 

Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  

the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  

the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World 

Health Organization.  As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend 

social distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. 

We are doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We 

have put in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot 

guarantee that you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church 

building, you agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, 

covenant not to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC,  its  

employees,  agents,  and  representatives,  of  and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, 

costs or expenses of any kind arising out of or relating to  your  participation  in  our  programs,  

services  or  activities.  You understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on 

the actions, omissions, or negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and 

representatives, whether a COVID-19 infection occurs before, during, or after participation in 

any such program, service, or activity.  

 

The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 

    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 

 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard  

Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

 

CCLI License # 11282912 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

June 13, 2021                          Our faith is over 2000 years old                                  11:00 a.m.   

Our thinking is not. 

 

 
 

 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

We travel not to escape life but for life to not escape us. 

                                                                                                                   ~ Anonymous 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                                                            

Dr. Greg Taylor, Parish Musician 

 

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                         

The Rev. Aaron Lauer 

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  

joining us virtually at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 
 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 

each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 
 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 

walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 or go to our church app.  

You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  

For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are in the narthex. 
 

Thank you for your gifts and generosity. 

 

CHORAL CALL TO COMMUNITY                 

                                                            Then Sings My Soul                                  Mary McDonald    

Charmyn Kirton and Brandon Mowry; vocalists 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

One: Friends, we know what God desires of us: 

Many: That we do justice, and love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

One: We gather this morning to remind each other about that, 

Many: To remember that now is always the right time to do these things. 

One: So with thanks in our hearts, let us worship God. 

  

Please remain standing for the opening hymn.  

http://gablesucc.org/live
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*HYMN                                        Creator God, Creating Still                        Jane Parker Huber 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST                                     
                      

    One: No matter from where you are worshipping with us today; no matter the concerns, 

worries, or joys that you bring; no matter your background or social status; your 

race, culture, faith tradition, or sexual orientation, we offer to you the peace of 

Christ. Peace be with you!  

    ALL: And also with you. 
 

If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 

If you are gathered with others at home, share the peace of Christ with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace of Christ with them.  

 

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON                     Psalm 122        
 

I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD!” 

Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem—built as a city that is bound firmly together. 

To it the tribes go up, The tribes of the LORD, 

as was decreed for Israel, to give thanks to the name of the LORD. 

For there the thrones for judgment were set up, the thrones of the house of David. 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you. 

Peace be within your walls, and security within your towers.” 

For the sake of my relatives and friends  I will say, “Peace be within you.” 

For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, I will seek your good. 

 

Friends, listen. God is still speaking. 

Thanks be to God!  
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THE MORNING MESSAGE       The Elephant in the Pew        

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE                  What a Wonderful World  

Charmyn Kirton and Brandon Mowry; vocalists 
 

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 

or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and during 

the Called to Care prayer time on Wednesday. 

 

THE MORNING PRAYERS AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (spoken) 

You are welcome to use the language or words of your tradition or choice. 

Our Creator who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

*CLOSING HYMN                               O For a World           
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*BENEDICTION  

Wherever our journeys take us,  

may we follow in the ways of Christ. 

Taking us where we may not expect, 

bringing out of us gifts and talents that we could not imagine, 

teaching us things about ourselves and others which are surprising 

and that become part of our wisdom. 

 

May God lead us to connect with people in ways beyond our thinking, 

exposing us to needs that awaken our compassion, 

and give us cause to act for good. 

 

May we be lead not along easy or comfortable roads, 

but into an understanding and commitment to work for peace and justice. 

Amen. 

 

*SUNG BENEDICTION                     Alleluia, Alleluia   

On verse two, you are invited to raise your hands up in glory to God. 
 

 

*POSTLUDE        

Dr. Greg Taylor, Parish Musician  

 

  If you are worshipping with us in the sanctuary, you are invited to stay in your pew for a brief 

Connection Café followed by the Sermon Feedback Café, and the opportunity to share in 

conversation with Pastor Laurie about her sermon for the day.  For those worshipping online, 

please just stay on your screen for both opportunities. If you wish to comment, just write in the 

comment section, or text Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email her at 

3059686482@vtext.com. 

 

 

 

 

 A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 

If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we 

have found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice 

seeking a place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, 

we invite you into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please 

contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to 

places and parts around the country and around the world. Folks are actively involved in our 

church who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and 

beliefs as a progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, 

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation. 
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IN OUR PRAYERS  

We remember all those places of war, violence and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for 

all people around the world. Today’s prayers especially include our global community as well 

as our own nation and city as all encounter the coronavirus. Today, we especially remember the 

Middle East in our prayers. A lighted candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, 

healing, compassion, and unity. 

 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and 

friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general 

church business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at DrewS@gablesucc.org. 

 

GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store 

or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 

church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 

Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 

CHURCH PRAYER LIST  

The Called to Care Team prays together each Wednesday. They use a list compiled from your 

prayer requests texted to Pastor Laurie on Sunday morning. Contact Pastor Laurie at 

305.968.6482. or Carol Fifield, Called to Care Coordinator, at miamifife@gmail.com.  
 

------------------------------------------- 
 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Located on the Columbus Boulevard Side of the Church  

Regular Store Hours: Wednesday – Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing countries build strong, local economies. 

These skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while crafting sustainable products that do not 

harm the environment. No child labor is used. Women’s lives are changed as they support their 

families with the dignity and pride of their work. Come and safely shop (masks required) in 

support of our justice ministry. 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

WISE (WELCOMING, INCLUSIVE, SUPPORTIVE, AND ENGAGED  

FOR MENTAL HEALTH) SUPPORT GROUP 

Being socially distant does not mean having to be socially isolated.  
 

Each Tuesday at 7:00 p.m., Pastor Lisa LeSueur leads a Zoom opportunity to connect with 

others, and to share stories, as well as survival strategies, for getting through these challenging 

times. If you are interested in joining, please email Lisa at LisaL@gablesucc.org and the link to 

the meeting will be forwarded to you.  

 

--------------------------------------------------------- 

 

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
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WORSHIP WITH US 

One Church ~ Three Congregations:  
 

9:00 a.m. Communion Service  

A more intimate and meditative worship experience in the Sanctuary. Holy Communion 

is celebrated weekly and music is presented by one of our talented soloists.   
 

10:00 a.m. Spanish-Language Worship  

Spanish language worship is available each Sunday in the Chapel. Under the leadership of 

Pastora Yoli Izquierdo-Yglesias, the congregation is a warm, supportive, and caring community.   
 

11:00 a.m. Worship In-Person or Online  

Join us in person or online for beautiful music, challenging and inspiring messages, and liturgy 

that offers a renewal of mind and spirit.  
 

German Language Worship  

If you are part of a German-speaking family or would like to worship in German come and join 

us for services, Bible studies, and cultural activities conducted in German.  For more information 

about our German language ministry contact us at germanministry@gablesucc.org.    

 

A NEW GRIEF GROUP ANNOUNCED 

For those who have experienced grief and loss over the past year 

Saturday, June 19 at 2:00 p.m. at the Church  

Led by Pat Berman, M.S. Family Therapy 

Grief is a powerful emotion and can stop us in our tracks. It can also break our hearts enough to 

make us feel that we will never again be whole. If you are newly bereaved or grieving over a 

loss in your life during this past year, join us in a safe and confidential place, led by a professional 

marriage and family therapist with over 40 years of experience, to find mutual support. To 

register, please contact Pat at 305.505.2415 (call or text) or at pberm@mindspring.com.  
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  

Monday, June 28 at 7:00 p.m. In-Person and on Zoom  

We gather to knit or crochet prayer shawls to wrap those in need with our love and prayers. Join 

us in-person at Pastor Laurie’s home or virtually. Grab your knitting needles or crochet hook 

and join in the fun. Contact Pastor Laurie for the Zoom link. 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: A NEW SACRED CONVERSATION ON RACE 

Wednesdays in July at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom  

Register in advance for these gatherings: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYudempqTwiGNYl_8k5xaumjt4upbIU3O9K    

or by going to our website, app, or any of our social media. 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information  

about joining the meeting. 

 

Reparatory Justice and Reparations: Truth-Telling, Conciliation, and Healing 

A Video Presentation 

Wednesday, July 7 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom 

The Case for Reparations is a national and global movement for people of African descent—

enslaved Africans and their descendants globally. During this video program, viewers will 

have the opportunity to hear about and learn more about reparations in light of our faithful 

commitment as Christians and as members of the United Church of Christ.    

Language, Expressions, and Food Logos and Mascots 

Wednesday, July 14 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom 

One of the most important ways to adopt and promote an anti-racist, inclusive, and equitable 

philosophy is through understanding the word, slogans, brands, and mascots we use. Many with 

culturally and racially charged origins.  Also, we often  use certain terms and expressions, accept 

branding, and wear sports memorabilia without knowing their true meaning and representation. 

Join us for this important and timely conversation.  

 

A New Conversation on Race Book Study: 

The Color of Law by Richard Rothstein 

A Forgotten History of How Our Government Segregated America 

Wednesday evenings, July 21 and 28 at 7:00 p.m. 

Led by Laura Smith 

“Heralded as a “masterful” and “essential” history of the modern American metropolis, The 

Color of Law is a groundbreaking investigation into how U.S. governments in the twentieth 

century deliberately imposed racial segregation on metropolitan areas nationwide. The author 

describes how federal, state, and local governments systematically imposed residential 

segregation: with undisguised racial zoning, public housing that purposefully severed 

previously mixed communities, subsidies for builders to create whites-only suburbs, tax 

exemptions for prejudiced institutions, and support for violent resistance to African Americans 

in white neighborhoods.” 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYudempqTwiGNYl_8k5xaumjt4upbIU3O9K
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Mental health challenges affect at least a quarter of all marriages. In her groundbreaking new 

book, Blessed Union: Breaking the Silence about Mental Illness and Marriage, Rev. Dr. Sarah 

Lund shares her own and other couples’ experiences navigating mental health challenges in 

marriage, offering insight, encouragement, tools, and hope. Join us for a special 4-week book 

study and program: 

 

June 16 - Pastor Lisa will lead a book discussion of Blessed Union. Please purchase the book 

from your favorite bookseller and join in the conversation.  

June 23 - Rev. Dr. Sarah Lund will share her story and some of her research on mental health 

and marriage.  Rev. Lund is the senior pastor of First Congregational United Church of Christ in 

Indianapolis, Indiana and serves nationally as the Minister for Disabilities and Health Justice for 

the UCC.  

June 30 - Church member and licensed clinical psychologist, Dr. Mark Smith, Psy.D, has 

extensive experience working with couples in therapy. He will offer insights and strategies for 

couples navigating the stress of life’s daily challenges.  

All sessions take place on Zoom at 7:00 p.m. Please register at: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcqceuvqjkiGNbxELICh2-KKjSQJ6fQmBqJ 

or by going to the church website. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcqceuvqjkiGNbxELICh2-KKjSQJ6fQmBqJ
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ADULT EDUCATION IN JUNE 

Classified by the South African government to be “colored,” Rev. René August came into 

adulthood during one of the most historic movements of justice in the last century. How fitting 

and appropriate to interrogate and discern our own narrative as we digitally sit at René's feet and 

learn from her lived experience and expansive study of how the love of the Divine can be made 

present through storytelling, understanding power and seeking justice.  

A veteran of the anti-apartheid movement and an Anglican priest, René August is a reconciliation 

trainer with The Warehouse, a worshiping community organization in Cape Town, South Africa 

that walks alongside churches as they seek to respond to the issues of poverty, injustice, and 

division in a city that struggles with some of the worst inequality in the world. 

The series includes five conversation films with René, and a time of discernment and discussion 

based on the inquiries of Danielle Fanfair.  

9:00 a.m. - 9:45 a.m. on Zoom 

Register in advance for this meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvdO2gpjksHtE0sJEmXwkfHkDogsgSbB7S 

or by going to any of our social media sites. 

 

10:00 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. in person in Havighorst Lounge 

Email Pastor Megan if you are attending in person at megans@gablesucc.org. 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvdO2gpjksHtE0sJEmXwkfHkDogsgSbB7S
mailto:megans@gablesucc.org
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COMPASSION CAMP RETURNS THIS SUMMER 

 

 

 
 

 

We had such a wonderful experience with Compassion Camp at 

home last summer, we cannot wait to share this NEW version, 

“Compassion Camp: Changing the World with Lovingkindness 

2021” together in person! 

The camp will include songs, compassion in action activities, 

lovingkindness practice, movement activities, crafts, bible 

stories and so much more!  

To register for this Summer Sunday Camp go to: 

https://gablesucc.org/compassioncamp/ 

 

Not ready to send your child back to in person learning? No 

Worries!  We’ve got you covered.  Register your child to receive 

the weekly videos and pick up their Compassion Camp Kit this 

week to complete at home, by contacting Pastor Megan at 

megans@gablesucc.org.  

 

mailto:megans@gablesucc.org

