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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here  
 

 
 
 

WELCOME  
 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 

Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  

the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  

the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World 

Health Organization.  As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend 

social distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. 

We are doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We 

have put in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot 

guarantee that you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church 

building, you agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, 

covenant not to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC,  its  

employees,  agents,  and  representatives,  of  and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, 

costs or expenses of any kind arising out of or relating to  your  participation  in  our  programs,  

services  or  activities.  You understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on 

the actions, omissions, or negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and 

representatives, whether a COVID-19 infection occurs before, during, or after participation in 

any such program, service, or activity.  

 

The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 

    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 

 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard  

Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

 

CCLI License # 11282912 

 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

June 27, 2021                          Our faith is over 2000 years old                                  11:00 a.m.   

Our thinking is not. 

 

 
 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul –  

and sings the tunes without the words –  

and never stops at all.  

                                                                                 ~Emily Dickinson 

 

                                                                                   

GATHERING MUSIC                                                            

Dr. Greg Taylor, Parish Musician 

 

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                         

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  

joining us virtually at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 
 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 

each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 
 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 

walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 or go to our church app.  

You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  

For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are in the narthex. 
 

Thank you for your gifts and generosity. 

 

MOMENT OF RECOGNITION           PRIDE Sunday  

 

CHORAL CALL TO COMMUNITY                 

                                                       Sim Shalom (Prayer for Peace) 

Mark Hart and Alex Woods; vocalists 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

One: God our Provider, we walked into church today needing you in different ways. 

Some of us need strength, because we are facing a big challenge. 

Some of us need hope, because we feel like giving up. 

Some of us need love, because we are feeling alone. 

We trust that you will provide for us, whether through words or music, 

or in a quiet moment of reflection.  

You are here, you are with us. 

http://gablesucc.org/live


4 
 
 

*HYMN                              God is Here! As We Your People Meet  

 

 

*OPENING PRAYER  

All: Merciful God: We come together to worship longing for tenderness  

because this world can be hard. We come longing for light because our lives 

are crowded with shadows. We come desperately needing direction. Fill us 

this morning with your peace: your spirit is our peace and our path. Amen. 
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*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST                                     
                      

    One: No matter from where you are worshipping with us today; no matter the concerns, 

worries, or joys that you bring; no matter your background or social status; your 

race, culture, faith tradition, or sexual orientation, we offer to you the peace of 

Christ. Peace be with you!  

    Many: And also with you. 
 

If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 

If you are gathered with others at home, share the peace of Christ with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  
 

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace of Christ with them.  

 

THE WITNESS OF SCRIPTURE 
 

Psalm 23: 1&4 

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads 

me beside still waters;[ he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s 

sake.  Even though I walk through the darkest valley I fear no evil; for you are with me; your 

rod and your staff—they comfort me. 

Psalm 46:1-7 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  Therefore, we will not fear, 

though the earth should change, though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; though its 

waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. 

God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; God will help it when the morning dawns 

The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter;  God’s voice is uttered, the earth melts. 
 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

 

Matthew 5:2-4 

Then Jesus began to speak and taught them saying: ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is 

the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn for they will be comforted.’ 

 

2 Corinthians 1:3-7 

Blessed be God, the Parent of mercies and the God of all consolation, who consoles us in all our 

affliction, so that we may be able to console those who are in any affliction with the consolation 

with which we ourselves are consoled by God. 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE                     Alchemy of Healing                                      arr. John Bell 

Mark Hart and Alex Woods; vocalists 

 

REFLECTION  

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner 

 

 



6 
 
 

HYMN                                                   Be Still My Soul  

 
 

Be still, my soul: for God is on your side; bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 

Leave to your God to order and provide; in every change God faithful will remain. 

Be still, my soul: your best eternal friend through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

 

Be still, my soul: for God will undertake to guide in future days as in the past. 

Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake; all now mysterious shall be clear at last. 

Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know how Jesus' power ruled them long ago. 

 

Be still, my soul: the hour will soon be here when we shall be with God whom we adore, 

with disappointment, no grief nor fear, sorrow replaced with joy forevermore. 

Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past, all safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 
 

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 

or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and during 

the Called to Care prayer time on Wednesday. 

 
PRAYERS OF HOPE,   

    One: Creating One who is with us, with confidence we offer our prayers to  

  you for our community shaken by what has happened in Surfside. We  

  especially pray for the residents and guests of the Champlain Towers.    

Calm their fears and keep their hope strong. 

    All:  Hear our prayer! 

    One: We pray for those who grieve the loss of family, friends, and neighbors, for  

  those who are injured, those separated and searching for family, for those  

  who have been traumatized. We ask for your continued healing presence  

  in their lives and we commend to your care all those who have died. 

    All:  Hear our prayer! 

    One: We give to your care all those who have been involved in rescuing people  

  and caring for the injured in hospitals and clinics and counseling the  

traumatized. Be with communities of faith and other organizations and agencies  

as they tend to the needs of so many. Sustain them through this time of  tremendous 

loss and stress. 

    All:  Hear our prayer! 

    One: We commend to your care those who are working in debris removal and cleaning  

up. We especially pray for those burdened by unimaginable losses and who have  

found themselves as refugees in their own communities. May shelter, clean water,  

food, medicines and comfort be supplied as quickly as possible. 

    All:  Hear our prayer! 

    One: We lift up the generosity of your creation as government and elected leaders  

work together to bring relief. We ask that the many generous gestures of practical  

aid as  well as the emotional and spiritual support already offered from so many  

places will encourage and lift their spirits. 

    All:  Hear our prayer! 
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    One: We give thanks to you, O Holy One, for the blessing of life, especially the  

  gifts we so often take for granted until they are in danger of being taken  

  away from us - the gifts of family, friends, a home, our possessions. May  

  we never take the gift of life for granted. And may our lives be a reflection  

  of your love for us all. 

   All:  Hear our prayer! 

   One:  We offer now the personal prayers of our hearts, as we remember those we love  

or care about, and perhaps even we ourselves, who are in need of healing,  

encouragement, hope, and peace….  
 

Texted Prayers  
 

    One: Hear these our spoken and our silent prayers which we offer up to you in the name  

of Jesus who taught us to pray together saying….   

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (spoken) 

You are welcome to use the language or words of your tradition or choice. 

Our Creator who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

SUNG RESPONSE    
 

Nada te turbe, nada te espante. Quien a Dios tiene nada le falta.  

Nada te turbe, nada te espante. Solo Dios basta. 

Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten. Those who seek God shall never go wanting.  

Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten. God alone fills us. 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Our table is wide-open to all who desire a closer relationship with God no matter  

your age, gender, station in life, sexual orientation, or faith tradition.   
 

If you are worshipping at home, we invite you to have a piece of bread/cracker and a small cup 

of juice/wine available so that we can share together in Holy Communion.  
 

If you are worshipping in our sanctuary today and you do not have a communion set,  

please raise your hand and an usher will bring you one. 

Grape juice is used and gluten-free bread is available so that all may come freely.  
 

INVITATION  
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION  
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SHARING OF BREAD AND CUP  

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

ALL: O God, through this bread and this cup, you have made us one with you and 

with each other. May the unity we find at this table be a gift that we carry 

out into your suffering, divided world. Help us to find strength in knowing 

that you, the God of peace, will always be with us. Amen. 

 

*SUNG BENEDICTION                     Alleluia, Alleluia   

On verse two, you are invited to raise your hands up in glory to God. 

 

*BENEDICTION  

In the midst of uncertainty, stand in God’s grace. 

In the midst of struggles, live in the peace of Christ. 

In the midst of the world’s suffering and your own, 

claim the endurance given by the Holy Spirit. 

In every part of your lives, know that hope has been poured into your hearts. 

Go, live faithfully, and serve God, there is still much to do. Amen. 

 

*POSTLUDE                                                                           Dr. Greg Taylor, Parish Musician  

Following the service, please join us for our weekly Connection Café. Enjoy some 

conversation with the pastors and the church family, as well as hearing about upcoming events 

and programs.  If you are watching online, the Connection Café will continue on the same 

video as the service so just stay tuned. If you wish to comment or say hello, just write in the 

comment section or text Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email her at 

3059686482@vtext.com. 
 

Flowers this morning are given by Albert Couso in honor and celebration of PRIDE. 
  

HAPPY PRIDE MONTH! 
 

For 17 years, Gables UCC has been an Open and Affirming (ONA) congregation. ONA is a 

designation for congregations in the United Church of Christ that fully welcome and affirm 

LGBTQ+ people into the full life of the church. With over 1,600 ONA congregations in the 

United Church of Christ, we are a part of the largest LGBTQ+ welcoming church movement in 

the United States.  What does it mean for Gables UCC to be ONA? 
 

We welcome and affirm LGBTQ+ people into the full life of our congregation. 

We preach God’s love for all God’s children. 
 

We seek justice for people of all sexual orientations and gender identities. 

We celebrate our diverse church with PRIDE! 
 

We at Gables UCC want to wish you a Happy Pride Month! God loves every color of the 

rainbow, and we are so glad you are a part of it! For a special greeting go to:  
 

https://gablesucc.org/about-us/who-we-are/#1596135852282-766fec41-91fb. 

or to our website at www.gablesucc.org. 

 

https://gablesucc.org/about-us/who-we-are/#1596135852282-766fec41-91fb
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A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 
If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we 

have found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice 

seeking a place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, 

we invite you into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please 

contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to 

places and parts around the country and around the world. Folks are actively involved in our 

church who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and 

beliefs as a progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, 

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------- 
 

RESPONSE TO SURFSIDE 

We know that when times get tough, this congregation responds and many of you are wondering 

what to do to help support and care for those affected by the terrible events surrounding the 

building collapse in Surfside this past week.  We have spoken with both  religious and 

government leaders in that area to offer our help. At this point, they are suggesting that much 

has already been given but it will be in the future, once TV cameras leave and folks try to go 

back to their lives, that resources and/or collected goods will be needed. We have pledged to 

help whenever and with whatever is needed.  

If you would like to donate to our Compassion Fund, and specifically request that your gift be 

used for Surfside relief, you may do so through a check, or by going to the following link: 

https://ppay.co/wkmOFM4BcPg.  If specific items are asked for, we will be sure to let you know 

those needs and set up a collection.  

IN OUR PRAYERS  
We remember all those places of war, violence, and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for 

all people around the world. Today, we especially pray for those affected by the building collapse 

in Surfsde. A lighted candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, healing, compassion, 

and unity.  

 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and 

friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general 

church business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at DrewS@gablesucc.org. 

 

GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store 

or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 

church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 

Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 

 

https://ppay.co/wkmOFM4BcPg
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
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CHURCH PRAYER LIST  

The Called to Care Team prays together each Wednesday. They use a list compiled from your 

prayer requests texted to Pastor Laurie on Sunday morning. Contact Pastor Laurie at 

305.968.6482. or Carol Fifield, Called to Care Coordinator, at miamifife@gmail.com.  
 

------------------------------------------- 
 

OUR TEXT GIVING NUMBER IS CHANGING!  

Moving forward, we will text "GABLESUCC" to 833.245.6434. Phone services are doing away 

with short codes, so we now have a full phone number. You may consider adding the new 

number as a contact in your phone if that was your preferred method of giving to Gables UCC.  

 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Located on the Columbus Boulevard Side of the Church  
 

Regular Store Hours: Wednesday – Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing countries build strong, local economies. 

These skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while crafting sustainable products that do not 

harm the environment. No child labor is used. Women’s lives are changed as they support their 

families with the dignity and pride of their work. Come and safely shop (masks required) in 

support of our justice ministry. 

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  

Monday, June 28 at 7:00 p.m. in-person and on Zoom  

We gather to knit or crochet prayer shawls to wrap those in need with our love and prayers. Join 

us in-person at Pastor Laurie’s home or virtually. Grab your knitting needles or crochet hook 

and join in the fun. Contact Pastor Laurie for the Zoom link. 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

WISE (WELCOMING, INCLUSIVE, SUPPORTIVE, AND ENGAGED  

FOR MENTAL HEALTH) SUPPORT GROUP 

Being socially distant does not mean having to be socially isolated.  
 

Each Tuesday at 7:00 p.m., Pastor Lisa LeSueur leads a Zoom opportunity to connect with 

others, and to share stories, as well as survival strategies, for getting through these challenging 

times. If you are interested in joining, please email Lisa at LisaL@gablesucc.org and the link to 

the meeting will be forwarded to you.  

 

MENTAL HEALTH AND MARRIAGE 

Blessed Union  
 

Be sure to join us this Wednesday, June 30, when church member and licensed clinical 

psychologist, Dr. Mark Smith, Psy.D., will offer insights and strategies for couples navigating 

the stress of life’s daily challenges. Dr. Smith has extensive experience working with couples in 

therapy. Each session stands alone, so you are encouraged to attend even if you haven’t been  

with us before. The session will take place on Zoom at 7:00 p.m. Please register at:  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcqceuvqjkiGNbxELICh2-KKjSQJ6fQmBqJ 

or at any of our social media. 

mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcqceuvqjkiGNbxELICh2-KKjSQJ6fQmBqJ
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PLEASE NOTE: 
 

There will be NO 9:00 a.m. worship service during the month of July. It is our hope that 

everyone will join us at 9:00 a.m. over Zoom for a three-week course on the United Church of 

Christ and then be with us at 11:00 a.m. as we gather together in community for worship and 

refreshments afterwards.  The services will also be online. 
 

We kick off the month with an Ice-Cream Party on Sunday, July 4. How does a chocolate dipper 

cone, or strawberry shortcake bar, or cookies and cream bar sound? Just a few of the ice-cream 

treats available. Nothing better on a warm Miami day than eating ice-cream!  
 

WORSHIP WITH US 

One Church ~ Three Congregations:  
 

9:00 a.m. Communion Service  

(Please note, there will be NO 9:00 a.m. service during July)  

A more intimate and meditative worship experience in the Sanctuary. Holy Communion 

is celebrated weekly and music is presented by one of our talented soloists.   
 

10:00 a.m. Spanish-Language Worship  
Spanish language worship is available each Sunday in the Chapel. Under the leadership of 

Pastora Yoli Izquierdo-Yglesias, the congregation is a warm, supportive, and caring community.   
 

11:00 a.m. Worship In-Person or Online  
Join us in person or online for beautiful music, challenging and inspiring messages, and liturgy 

that offers a renewal of mind and spirit.  
 

German Language Worship  
If you are part of a German-speaking family or would like to worship in German come and join 

us for services, Bible studies, and cultural activities conducted in German.  For more information 

about our German language ministry contact us at germanministry@gablesucc.org.    
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SNDAY MORNING ADULT EDUCATION  

Classified by the South African government to be “colored,” Rev. René August came into 

adulthood during one of the most historic movements of justice in the last century. How fitting 

and appropriate to interrogate and discern our own narrative as we digitally sit at René's feet and 

learn from her lived experience and expansive study of how the love of the Divine can be made 

present through storytelling, understanding power and seeking justice.  

A veteran of the anti-apartheid movement and an Anglican priest, René August is a reconciliation 

trainer with The Warehouse, a worshiping community organization in Cape Town, South Africa 

that walks alongside churches as they seek to respond to the issues of poverty, injustice, and 

division in a city that struggles with some of the worst inequality in the world. 

The series includes conversation films with René, and a time of discernment and discussion 

based on the inquiries of Danielle Fanfair.  

9:00 a.m. - 9:45 a.m. on Zoom 

Register in advance for this meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvdO2gpjksHtE0sJEmXwkfHkDogsgSbB7S 

or by going to any of our social media sites. 

 

10:00 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. in person in Havighorst Lounge 

Email Pastor Megan if you are attending in person at megans@gablesucc.org 

 

--------------------------------------------- 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvdO2gpjksHtE0sJEmXwkfHkDogsgSbB7S
mailto:megans@gablesucc.org
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We had such a wonderful experience with Compassion Camp at 

home last summer, we are excited to share this NEW version, 

“Compassion Camp: Changing the World with Lovingkindness 

2021” in person! 

The camp includes songs, compassion in action activities, 

lovingkindness practice, movement activities, crafts, Bible 

stories and so much more!  

To register for this Summer Sunday Camp go to: 

https://gablesucc.org/compassioncamp/ 

 
Not ready to send your child back to in person learning? No 

worries!  We’ve got you covered.  Register your child to receive 

the weekly videos and then pick up their Compassion Camp Kit 

to complete at home, by contacting Pastor Megan at 

megans@gablesucc.org. 

 

====================================== 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS: A NEW SACRED CONVERSATION ON RACE SERIES 

Wednesdays in July at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reparatory Justice and Reparations: Truth-Telling, Conciliation, and Healing 

A Video Presentation 

Wednesday, July 7 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom 

The Case for Reparations is a national and global movement for people of African descent-

enslaved Africans and their descendants globally. During this video program, viewers will 

have the opportunity to hear about and learn more about reparations in light of our faithful 

commitment as Christians and as members of the United Church of Christ.    

 

Language, Expressions, Food Logos and Mascots 

Wednesday, July 14 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom 

One of the most important ways to adopt and promote an anti-racist, inclusive, and equitable 

philosophy is through understanding the word, slogans, brands, and mascots we use. Many with 

culturally and racially charged origins.  Also, we often  use certain terms and expressions, accept 

branding, and wear sports memorabilia without knowing their true meaning and representation. 

Join us for this important and timely conversation.  

 

A New Conversation on Race Book Study: 

The Color of Law by Richard Rothstein 

A Forgotten History of How Our Government Segregated America 

Wednesday evenings, July 21 and 28 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom 

Led by church member and attorney Laura Smith 
 

Heralded as a “masterful” and “essential” history of the modern American metropolis, The Color 

of Law is a groundbreaking investigation into how U.S. governments in the twentieth century 

deliberately imposed racial segregation on metropolitan areas nationwide. The author describes 

how federal, state, and local governments systematically imposed residential segregation: with 

undisguised racial zoning, public housing that purposefully severed previously mixed 

communities, subsidies for builders to create whites-only suburbs, tax exemptions for prejudiced 

institutions, and support for violent resistance to African Americans in white neighborhoods. 

Register in advance for these gatherings: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYudempqTwiGNYl_8k5xaumjt4upbIU3O9K    

or by going to our website, app, or any of our social media. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYudempqTwiGNYl_8k5xaumjt4upbIU3O9K
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Every two years, about 700 elected delegates from the Conferences and Covenanted Ministries of the 

United Church of Christ and several thousand visitors come from all over the United States and from 

other parts of the world gather for worship, learning and renewal, and to conduct the business of the 

denomination.  This business includes a variety of matters, from approval of national budgets for 

domestic and worldwide ministries to consideration of resolutions on important social and ethical issues 

of our time.  For the first time ever the UCC will hold its first-ever virtual General Synod from July 16 

– July 20. Which got us thinking…it might be time for a refresher course or maybe even a first-time 

introduction to our denomination, the United Church of Christ and its story, witness, and vision. Join us 

for this very special session presented by UCC leaders. 
 

Sunday, July 11 -  General Synod Resolutions. A just peace for Palestine and Israel; safety for women, 

trans and nonbinary people in settings of ministry; nature’s rights, and whether they are on par with 

human rights. These are just a few of the resolutions that are being presented at General Synod 33 this 

summer. Come learn about them and the impact they may have on our own ministry here at Gables UCC. 

Leading us will be Hans Holznagel, a member of the News Team from the Office of Philanthropy, 

Technology, Identity and Communication of the UCC.  
 

Sunday, July 18 – The Florida Conference and Our Connection. Gables UCC is a member 

congregation of the Florida Conference of the UCC. What does that mean? What does the Florida 

Conference do? How do they support our ministry and how do we support the work of this statewide 

group of UCC congregations from Key West to Jacksonville, from Marco Island to St. Augustine? Rev. 

John Vertigan, Conference Minister of the Florida Conference will lead us.  
 

Sunday, July 25 – The History of the UCC. This short course in the history of the United Church of 

Christ begins with its origins in the small community who followed Jesus 20 centuries ago to the 20th-

century movement that sought to reunite the divided branches of Christ’s church, and, as a result of that 

movement, the union of several traditions of Protestant Christianity became the United Church of Christ 

in 1957. Led by the Rev. Dr. Ron Patterson, a much respected and knowledgeable minister and leader in 

the United Church of Christ.  

Whether you have been a longtime member of Gables UCC 

or have just been visiting with us for a short while, please join us!   
 

Register at: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAudu2pqj4vGdx4_VMCbuK8uJg_rwU2qSkb 

or on any of our social media 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAudu2pqj4vGdx4_VMCbuK8uJg_rwU2qSkb
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