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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here  
 

 
 
 

 

WELCOME  
 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 

Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  

the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  

the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World 

Health Organization.  As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend 

social distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. 

We are doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We 

have put in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot 

guarantee that you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church 

building, you agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, 

covenant not to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC,  its  

employees,  agents,  and  representatives,  of  and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, 

costs or expenses of any kind arising out of or relating to  your  participation  in  our  programs,  

services  or  activities.  You understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on 

the actions, omissions, or negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and 

representatives, whether a COVID-19 infection occurs before, during, or after participation in 

any such program, service, or activity.  

 

The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 

    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 

 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard  

Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

 

CCLI License # 11282912 

 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

June 6, 2021                            Our faith is over 2000 years old                                  11:00 a.m.   

Our thinking is not. 

 

 
 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

People see God every day, they just don't recognize that it’s God. 

                                                                                                     ~ Pearl Bailey  

 

GATHERING MUSIC                                                           Dr. Greg Taylor, Parish Musician  

 

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                        The Rev. Aaron Lauer                   

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  

joining us virtually at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 
 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 

each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 
 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 

walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 833.245.6434 or go to our church app.  

You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  

For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are in the narthex. 
 

Thank you for your gifts and generosity. 

 

CHORAL CALL TO COMMUNITY                 

                                                            Shout To the Lord                                                  Zschech 

Anthony Cabrera and Charmyn Kirton; vocalists 

 

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST                                     
                      

    One: No matter from where you are worshipping with us today; no matter the concerns, 

worries, or joys that you bring; no matter your background or social status; your 

race, culture, faith tradition, or sexual orientation, we offer to you the peace of 

Christ. Peace be with you!  

    ALL: And also with you. 
 

If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 

If you are gathered with others at home, share the peace of Christ with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace of Christ with them.  

 

RECOGNITION OF OUR GRADUATING SENIORS 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE  

http://gablesucc.org/live
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THE SCRIPTURE LESSON               Romans 5:1-5                          Liza Roles Fotso, reader 
 

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast 

in our hope of sharing the glory of God.  And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, 

knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character 

produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our 

hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
 

Friends, listen. God is still speaking. 

Thanks be to God!  

 

THE MORNING MESSAGE       The Elephant in the Pew       The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner  

 

SUNG RESPONSE FOR VOCALISTS AND CONGREGATION              

                                                           Believe Out Loud                                                   Lohman 

Anthony Cabrera and Charmyn Kirton; vocalists 
 

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 

or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and during 

the Called to Care prayer time on Wednesday. 

The congregation is invited to sing the refrain; the vocalists will sing the verses. 
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Vocalists: 

Our God remains unchanging, yet in so many ways 

the Holy One’s still speaking, for this we offer praise. 

Yet God’s all-loving guidance too often goes unheard. 

But there is yet more wisdom to break forth from God’s Word! (Refrain)  
 

       If thoughts like love and justice are more than hollow words, 

we’ll listen for the Spirit and let our hearts be stirred. 

We’ll learn to think in new ways, the doors we’ll open wide. 

The table’s set and ready, bring everyone inside! (Refrain) 
 

The love of God is boundless, we’re never turned away. 

And out of this abundance, this gift we must repay. 

We’ve got to stand with millions who’ve heard the Spirit’s call, 

and shout it from the mountains: “God’s love is meant for ALL!” (Refrain) 

 

THE MORNING PRAYERS  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (spoken) 

You are welcome to use the language or words of your tradition or choice. 

Our Creator who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

*CLOSING HYMN               In the Midst of New Dimensions   
 

In the midst of new dimensions, in the face of changing ways. 

Who will lead the pilgrim peoples wandering in their separate ways? 

Refrain: 

God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar, 

We your people, ours the journey now and ever, now and ever, now and ever more. 

Through the flood of starving people, warring factions and despair, 

Who will lift the olive branches? Who will light the flame of care? Refrain 

As we stand a world divided by our own self-seeking schemes, 

Grant that we, your global village might envision wider dreams. Refrain 

Should the threats of dire predictions cause us to withdraw in pain, 

May your blazing phoenix spirit, resurrect the church again. Refrain 
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*BENEDICTION          In the midst of uncertainty, stand in God’s grace. 

                                      In the midst of struggles, live in the peace of Christ. 

                                       In the midst of the world’s suffering and your own, 

claim the endurance given by the Holy Spirit. 

In every part of your lives, know that hope has been poured into your hearts. 

Go, live faithfully, and serve God, there is still much to do. Amen. 

 

*SUNG BENEDICTION                     Alleluia, Alleluia   

On verse two, you are invited to raise your hands up in glory to God. 
 

 

POSTLUDE                                                                                             

  If you are worshipping with us in the sanctuary, you are invited to stay in your pew for a brief 

Connection Café followed by the Sermon Feedback Café, and the opportunity to share in 

conversation with Pastor Laurie about her sermon for the day.  For those worshipping online, 

please just stay on your screen for both opportunities. If you wish to comment, just write in the 

comment section, or text Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email her at 

3059686482@vtext.com. 

 

 

 

 

 A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 

If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we 

have found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice 

seeking a place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, 

we invite you into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please 

contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to 

places and parts around the country and around the world. Folks are actively involved in our 

church who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and 

beliefs as a progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, 

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation. 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS  

We remember all those places of war, violence and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for 

all people around the world. Today’s prayers especially include our global community as well 

as our own nation and city as all encounter the coronavirus. Today, we especially remember the 

Middle East in our prayers. A lighted candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, 

healing, compassion, and unity. 

 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and 

friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general 

church business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at DrewS@gablesucc.org. 
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GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store 

or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 

church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 

Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 

CHURCH PRAYER LIST  

The Called to Care Team prays together each Wednesday. They use a list compiled from your 

prayer requests texted to Pastor Laurie on Sunday morning. Contact Pastor Laurie at 

305.968.6482. or Carol Fifield, Called to Care Coordinator, at miamifife@gmail.com.  
 

------------------------------------------- 
 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Located on the Columbus Boulevard Side of the Church  

Regular Store Hours: Wednesday – Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing countries build strong, local economies. 

These skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while crafting sustainable products that do not 

harm the environment. No child labor is used. Women’s lives are changed as they support their 

families with the dignity and pride of their work. Come and safely shop (masks required) in 

support of our justice ministry. 

 

EXPATS AND VURCHERS 

TODAY, June 6 at 12:30 p.m. on Zoom  

Join us for a gathering from around the world as we check in with our Gables UCC members 

and friends living outside of South Florida. Whether you have been a former member or friend 

of the church and have moved away, or have found a home with us virtually, we invite you to be 

connected through this special group just for you. Register in advance at: 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0odOqurDkuGtF8TemmN-dM4OgLp0e9xKVh 

or by going to our website or any of our social media. After registering, you will receive a 

confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting. 
 

This month we will share a conversation around Pastor Laurie’s sermon of the day. Does it have 

any unique meaning or thoughts for where we live?   

 

Whether you are living across the Pond or on the Gulf of Mexico, in the Carolinas or the 

hinterlands of the East or West Coast, please do join us. Remember: no matter who you are or 

where you live, you are an important part of our church family. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

WISE (WELCOMING, INCLUSIVE, SUPPORTIVE, AND ENGAGED  

FOR MENTAL HEALTH) SUPPORT GROUP 

Being socially distant does not mean having to be socially isolated.  
 

Each Tuesday at 7:00 p.m., Pastor Lisa LeSueur leads a Zoom opportunity to connect with 

others, and to share stories, as well as survival strategies, for getting through these challenging 

times. If you are interested in joining, please email Lisa at LisaL@gablesucc.org and the link to 

the meeting will be forwarded to you.  

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0odOqurDkuGtF8TemmN-dM4OgLp0e9xKVh
mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
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INQUIRER’S GATHERING  

Saturday, June 12 at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom 
 

We have loved having so many visitors and guests with us online over these past months. 

Together we have built a virtual community of worship, support, and care. One of the things we 

have learned is that we don’t need a building to be a church and you don’t need to be local to be 

part of the church family.  As we now gather back for in-person worship, we are also so pleased 

at so many new faces and visitors who have found their way to our community of faith.  

 

Would you like to know more about Coral Gables Congregational UCC? Our history, what we 

value, the things we do, and what we stand for? Are you even interested in knowing more about 

membership at the church? If you are interested in “inquiring” more about the church or what it 

means to be a church member, please join us for a special Inquirer’s Gathering on Saturday, June 

12 via Zoom. We look forward to welcoming you, meeting you, and having you meet more of 

our church family as well as learning more about the church. Please register at the link below: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMkf--hpjgsHNBlyix8nFMAYa3_lRuiIw5K Cop 

or contact Pastor Laurie for further information at LaurieH@gablesucc.org. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------- 

 

GARDEN WARRIOR’S  

Saturday, June 12 at 9:00 a.m. on the Church Grounds 
 

If you like to garden, pull weeds, plant flowers, or just help make the exterior landscape of our 

historic church beautiful, then join us for a Garden Warriors’ workday. All volunteers will be 

welcomed and appreciated (kids too)! Wearing of masks and social distancing will be required. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------- 

 

WORSHIP WITH US 

One Church ~ Three Congregations:  
 

9:00 a.m. Communion Service  

A more intimate and meditative worship experience in the Sanctuary. Holy Communion 

is celebrated weekly and music is presented by one of our talented soloists.   
 

10:00 a.m. Spanish-Language Worship  

Spanish language worship is available each Sunday in the Chapel. Under the leadership of 

Pastora Yoli Izquierdo-Yglesias, the congregation is a warm, supportive, and caring community.   
 

11:00 a.m. Worship In-Person or Online  

Join us in person or online for beautiful music, challenging and inspiring messages, and liturgy 

that offers a renewal of mind and spirit.  
 

German Language Worship  

If you are part of a German-speaking family or would like to worship in German come and join 

us for services, Bible studies, and cultural activities conducted in German.  For more information 

about our German language ministry contact us at germanministry@gablesucc.org.    

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMkf--hpjgsHNBlyix8nFMAYa3_lRuiIw5K
javascript:;
mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
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A NEW GRIEF GROUP ANNOUNCED 

For those who have experienced grief and loss over the past year 

Saturday, June 19 at 2:00 p.m. at the Church  

Led by Pat Berman, M.S. Family Therapy 

Grief is a powerful emotion and can stop us in our tracks. It can also break our hearts enough to 

make us feel that we will never again be whole. If you are newly bereaved or grieving over a 

loss in your life during this past year, join us in a safe and confidential place, led by a professional 

marriage and family therapist with over 40 years of experience, to find mutual support. To 

register, please contact Pat at 305.505.2415 (call or text) or at pberm@mindspring.com.  

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  

Monday, June 28 at 7:00 p.m. In-Person and on Zoom  

We gather to knit or crochet prayer shawls to wrap those in need with our love and prayers. Join 

us in-person at Pastor Laurie’s home or virtually. Grab your knitting needles or crochet hook 

and join in the fun. Contact Pastor Laurie for the Zoom link. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Mental health challenges affect at least a quarter of all marriages. In her groundbreaking new 

book, Blessed Union: Breaking the Silence about Mental Illness and Marriage, Rev. Dr. Sarah 

Lund shares her own and other couples’ experiences navigating mental health challenges in 

marriage, offering insight, encouragement, tools, and hope. Join us for a special 4-week book 

study and program: 

 

June 9 and 16 - Pastor Lisa will lead a book discussion of Blessed Union. Please purchase the 

book from your favorite bookseller and join in the conversation.  

June 23 - Rev. Dr. Sarah Lund will share her story and some of her research on mental health 

and marriage.  Rev. Lund is the senior pastor of First Congregational United Church of Christ in 

Indianapolis, Indiana and serves nationally as the Minister for Disabilities and Health Justice for 

the UCC.  

June 30 - Church member and licensed clinical psychologist, Dr. Mark Smith, Psy.D, has 

extensive experience working with couples in therapy. He will offer insights and strategies for 

couples navigating the stress of life’s daily challenges.  

All sessions take place on Zoom at 7:00 p.m. Please register at: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcqceuvqjkiGNbxELICh2-KKjSQJ6fQmBqJ 

or by going to the church website. 

 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcqceuvqjkiGNbxELICh2-KKjSQJ6fQmBqJ
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ADULT EDUCATION IN JUNE 

Classified by the South African government to be “colored,” Rev. René August came into 

adulthood during one of the most historic movements of justice in the last century. How fitting 

and appropriate to interrogate and discern our own narrative as we digitally sit at René's feet and 

learn from her lived experience and expansive study of how the love of the Divine can be made 

present through storytelling, understanding power and seeking justice.  

A veteran of the anti-apartheid movement and an Anglican priest, René August is a reconciliation 

trainer with The Warehouse, a worshiping community organization in Cape Town, South Africa 

that walks alongside churches as they seek to respond to the issues of poverty, injustice, and 

division in a city that struggles with some of the worst inequality in the world. 

The series includes five conversation films with René, and a time of discernment and discussion 

based on the inquiries of Danielle Fanfair.  

9:00 a.m. - 9:45 a.m. on Zoom 

Register in advance for this meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvdO2gpjksHtE0sJEmXwkfHkDogsgSbB7S 

or by going to any of our social media sites. 

 

10:00 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. in person in Havighorst Lounge 

Email Pastor Megan if you are attending in person at megans@gablesucc.org 

 

--------------------------------------------------------- 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvdO2gpjksHtE0sJEmXwkfHkDogsgSbB7S
mailto:megans@gablesucc.org
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Has there ever been something you wanted to know about your faith, but were afraid to ask?  
 

Well, this is your chance to ask tough questions about the Bible, church, ethics, or life and get 

an honest and personal answer back from Pastor Laurie through the Sunday morning sermon. 

Maybe it’s a topic or issue that we tend to sweep under the rug or ignore in order to keep the 

peace, avoid disagreement, or maybe even change… kind of like that proverbial elephant in the 

room or, in this case, in the pew. 

 
Over the past 14 years, Pastor Laurie has answered questions concerning Palestine and Israel, 

the difference between being spiritual and religious, forgiveness, angels, the afterlife, and even 

one in 2010 about whether LeBron James, Chris Bosh and Dwayne Wade were really the “New 

Kingdom” as the Miami Herald declared. (For the record she said yes).  

 

Email, write, or call Pastor Laurie, or go to the Gables UCC Facebook page and leave your 

question. She just might preach on it!  

 

Then join us after worship, either in person or online, for the Sermon Feedback Café. Grab a cup 

of coffee and enjoy some conversation with Pastor Laurie about her sermon for the day at 12:00 

noon (right after the Connection Café.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


