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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here  

 
 
 

 
WELCOME  

 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 
Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  
the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  
the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World 
Health Organization.  As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend 
social distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. 
We are doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We 
have put in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot 
guarantee that you or family members will not become infected. By your presence in our church 
building, you agree to the following: On behalf of yourself and your children, you hereby release, 
covenant not to sue, discharge, and hold harmless the Coral Gables Congregational UCC,  its  
employees,  agents,  and  representatives,  of  and from all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, 
costs or expenses of any kind arising out of or relating to  your  participation  in  our  programs,  
services  or  activities.  You understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on 
the actions, omissions, or negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and 
representatives, whether a COVID-19 infection occurs before, during, or after participation in 
any such program, service, or activity.  

 
The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 
    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 
 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 
3010 De Soto Boulevard  

Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 
Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

 
CCLI License # 11282912 

 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
May 23, 2021                         Our faith is over 2000 years old                                   11:00 a.m.   

Our thinking is not. 
 

 
 

 
PENTECOST SUNDAY 

If you want to speak to God, tell it to the wind. 
                                                                                            ~ African Proverb, Ghana  

 
 
GATHERING MUSIC   Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart                            Lani Smith 
                                               The Church’s One Foundation                    James and Stan Pethel 
                
WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                           

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  
joining us virtually at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, or Twitter. 
 

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 
walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 77977 or go to our church app. You can also give at gablesucc.org/give.  
For those in the sanctuary, offering plates are in the narthex. 

 

Thank you for your gifts and generosity. 
 
CALL TO COMMUNITY                Veni Sancte Spiritus                                         Taizé                    

Please join the vocalists in singing the following refrain repeatedly in harmony. 
As the refrain is repeated, the verses are sung by the soloist: 

Come, Holy Spirit, from heaven shine forth with your glorious light. 
Come, Lover of the poor, come, generous Spirit, come light of our hearts. 

Come from the four winds, O Spirit, come breath of God; disperse the shadows over us. 
 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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*CALL TO WORSHIP      
                                                    

One: Source of all, in this time of worship open us to your word. 
Open our eyes to the incendiary faith of your disciples. 
Open our minds to your provocative truth.  
Open our ears to hear your rushing, mighty Spirit. 
Open our mouths to cry out for peace in a war-torn world. 
Open our hands to bring justice to the oppressed. 
Open our hearts to share hope with the despairing. 
Come among the church this day, scattered and gathered,  
and call to us in new ways as the Body of Christ.  
Come, inspire, and empower us as we worship together.  

 
OPENING HYMN                    Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness  
 

    Refrain: 
Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness, calling and free. 

Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 
 

You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, 
then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep, 

and over the eons you called to each thing: 
Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings. (Refrain) 

 
You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand, 

and you goaded your people with a law and a land, 
and when they were blinded with their idols and lies, 

then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes. (Refrain)  
 

You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill, 
then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still, 

and down in the city you called once again, 
when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind. (Refrain)  

 
You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes, 

from the bondage of sorrow the captives dream dreams, 
our women see visions, our men clear their eyes, 

with bold new decisions your people arise. (Refrain) 
 
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST                                     
                      

    One: No matter from where you are worshipping with us today; no matter the concerns, 
worries, or joys that you bring; no matter your background or social status; your 
race, culture, faith tradition, or sexual orientation, we offer to you the peace of 
Christ. Peace be with you!  

    ALL: And also with you. 
 

If you are in the sanctuary, offer a wave, bow, hand over the heart, smile, or nod to others. 
If you are gathered with others at home, share the peace of Christ with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  
Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace of Christ with them.  
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THE PENTECOST STORY                  Acts 2:1-21                                    The Inclusive Bible 
 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 
they were sitting.  Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on 
each of them.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

 Now there were devout people living in Jerusalem from every nation under heaven.  And at 
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in 
the native language of each.  Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans?  And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 
language?  Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, 
and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages 
we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.”  All were amazed and perplexed, saying 
to one another, “What does this mean?”  But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new 
wine.” 

Friends, listen. God is still speaking. 
Thanks be to God!  
 
THE MORNING MESSAGE                                                                   

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE                  Send Down the Fire           Marty Haugen/arr. Mark Hayes 

Mark Hart, Greg Jackson, Charmyn Kirton, Alex Woods; vocalists 
 

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482  
or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com to be included in this morning’s prayers and during  

the Called to Care prayer time on Wednesday. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

Our table is wide-open to all who desire a closer relationship with God no matter your age, 
gender, station in life, sexual orientation, or faith tradition.   

 

If you are worshipping with us online, we invite you to have available a piece of bread/cracker 
and a small cup of juice/wine ready so that we can share together in the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion If you are worshipping with us in the sanctuary, and do not have a communion 

set, please raise your hand and an usher will bring one to you.   

INVITATION   
 
PRAYER  

mailto:3059686482@vtext.com
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 THE LORD’S PRAYER (spoken) 
You are welcome to use the language or words of your tradition or choice. 

Our Father (Creator), who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
SHARING OF BREAD AND CUP  
 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

ALL: Thank You, O God, for this meal of remembrance. May the love we find at 
your table be reflected in our lives; May the power we receive at your table 
make us peacemakers and healers; And may the Spirit who fills us again at 
your table lead us to be those who proclaim God's realm in every word we 
speak and in everything we do. Amen.  

  
*SUNG BENEDICTION                     Alleluia, Alleluia   

On verse two, you are invited to raise your hands up in glory to God. 
 
*BENEDICTION  
 

    One: As you enter a new week,  
may you feel God pouring out the Holy Spirit 
over your heads and your thoughts and the words of your lips, 
over your hearts and your feelings and emotions 
and your compassion for all others, 
and over your hands and your feet 
as you put into action all that God commands you.  

                      Go in peace and live the church. 
 

Please be seated for the postlude. 
  

POSTLUDE                 
  If you are worshipping with us in the sanctuary, please stay seated and ushers will invite 

you to leave pew by pew following the Connection Café.  
 

FOLLOWING WORSHIP… 
Following the service, please join us for our weekly Connection Café. Enjoy some conversation 
with the pastors and the church family, as well as hearing about upcoming events and programs.  
If you are watching online, the Connection Café will continue on the same video as the service 
so just stay tuned. If you wish to comment or say hello, just write in the comment section or text 
Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com.  
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 A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 
If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we 
have found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice 
seeking a place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, 
we invite you into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please 
contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to 
places and parts around the country and around the world. Folks are actively involved in our 
church who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and 
beliefs as a progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, 
you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation. 

 
IN OUR PRAYERS  

We remember all those places of war, violence and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for 
all people around the world. Today’s prayers especially include our global community as well 
as our own nation and city as all encounter the coronavirus. Today, we especially remember the 
Middle East in our prayers. A lighted candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, 
healing, compassion, and unity. 

 
STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and 
friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general 
church business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at DrewS@gablesucc.org. 

 
GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store 
or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 
church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 
Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
CHURCH PRAYER LIST  

The Called to Care Team prays together each Wednesday. They use a list compiled from your 
prayer requests texted to Pastor Laurie on Sunday morning. Contact Pastor Laurie at 
305.968.6482. or Carol Fifield, Called to Care Coordinator, at miamifife@gmail.com.  

 
------------------------------------------- 

 
FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Located on the Columbus Boulevard Side of the Church  
Regular Store Hours: Wednesday – Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

 

Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing countries build strong, local economies. 
These skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while crafting sustainable products that do not 
harm the environment. No child labor is used. Women’s lives are changed as they support their 
families with the dignity and pride of their work. Come and safely shop (masks required) in 
support of our justice ministry. 

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
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GERMAN LANGUAGE PENTECOST SERVICE  
TODAY, Sunday, May 23 at 3:00 p.m. in the Chapel and Online 

Reservations must be made for in-person worship 
 

In this last church service before summer break and in preparation of Pentecost, we want to get 
strength, courage, and energy for our Christian faith. Our former Pastor Ulrich Rosenhagen has 
prepared the service for us. We look forward to welcoming you! This service will be 
livestreamed on our Facebook page and website but a limited number of participants may join 
in-person worship in the Chapel. Sign up on the church website to reserve your spot. All 
attendees must adhere to the church’s COVID-19 safety protocols.  
 

--------------------------------------------------- 
 

REMEMBER: 
These are the times that call upon our faith— times like this, when we and those around us 
need assurance that we’re not alone, and that together we will get through whatever lies 
ahead. Now is the time to draw close to God in prayer, and to one another in acts of 
compassion and care. If you need groceries, a meal, conversation, a pharmacy run, or 
anything else, let us know.  

 
WISE (WELCOMING, INCLUSIVE, SUPPORTIVE, AND ENGAGED  

FOR MENTAL HEALTH) SUPPORT GROUP 
Being socially distant does not mean having to be socially isolated.  

 

Each Tuesday at 7:00 p.m., Pastor Lisa LeSueur leads a Zoom opportunity to connect with 
others, and to share stories, as well as survival strategies, for getting through these challenging 
times. If you are interested in joining, please email Lisa at LisaL@gablesucc.org and the link to 
the meeting will be forwarded to you.  
 

----------------------------------------------------- 
 

WORSHIP WITH US 
One Church ~ Three Congregations:  

 

9:00 a.m. Communion Service  
A more intimate and meditative worship experience in the Sanctuary. Holy Communion 
is celebrated weekly and music is presented by one of our talented soloists.   

 
10:00 a.m. Spanish-Language Worship  

Spanish language worship is available each Sunday in the Chapel. Under the leadership of 
Pastora Yoli Izquierdo-Yglesias, the congregation is a warm, supportive, and caring community.   

 
11:00 a.m. Worship In-Person or Online  

Join us in person or online for beautiful music, challenging and inspiring messages, and liturgy 
that offers a renewal of mind and spirit. To register for in-person worship, please go to the 
following link https://gablesucc.org/worship or you may find it in any of our social media. 

 
German Language Worship  

If you are part of a German-speaking family or would like to worship in German come and join 
us for services, Bible studies, and cultural activities conducted in German.  For more information 
about our German language ministry contact us at germanministry@gablesucc.org.    

https://www.facebook.com/DeutscheKirchengemeindeMiami
https://gablesucc.org/live/
https://gablesucc.org/live/
https://worship-may.pushpayevents.com/booking/attendees/new
https://gablesucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/In-Person-Worship-Protocol.pdf
mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
https://gablesucc.org/worship
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WHO IS GABLES UCC? 
Our Members, Our Stories 

Sundays, through May 30 from 9:00 a.m. – 9:45 a.m. on Zoom  
During the month of May, we gather on Zoom to hear the life-story and faith-journey of one of 
our members. We are from all over the globe, from different religious traditions and 
backgrounds, yet we find ourselves gathered together as a congregation. Come and learn more 
about your church siblings.  Join us and discover the rich diversity that is Gables UCC. 
 

Click here to pre-register for this Zoom series:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0vce-qqTMqH9eoIkHMtjpE61ppgl7VX0nW 

 
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Discovering Church Celebrations 

Sunday, May 30 
 

Children Pre-K 3 to 5th grade are invited to join Pastor Megan on Zoom as we explore two Holy-
days on the Church calendar. We will hear our Bible story, watch a video, and play games 
together, as we marvel at the BIG stories of our faith. For more information or to get the link, 
please email Pastor Megan at megans@gablesucc.org. 

 
THE EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER  

The Early Childhood Center is our NAEYC accredited preschool serving children ages two years 
through Kindergarten. Please call us for a tour at 305.444.9792 or email us at 
ECC@gablesucc.org. Check out our website at gablespreschool.org.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0vce-qqTMqH9eoIkHMtjpE61ppgl7VX0nW
mailto:megans@gablesucc.org
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Mental health challenges affect at least a quarter of all marriages. In her groundbreaking new 
book, Blessed Union: Breaking the Silence about Mental Illness and Marriage, Rev. Dr. Sarah 
Lund shares her own and other couples’ experiences navigating mental health challenges in 
marriage, offering insight, encouragement, tools, and hope. Join us for a special 4-week book 
study and program: 
 
June 9 and 16 - Pastor Lisa will lead a book discussion of Blessed Union. Please purchase the 
book from your favorite bookseller and join in the conversation.  

June 23 - Rev. Dr. Sarah Lund will share her story and some of her research on mental health 
and marriage.  Rev. Lund is the senior pastor of First Congregational United Church of Christ in 
Indianapolis, Indiana and serves nationally as the Minister for Disabilities and Health Justice for 
the UCC.  

June 30 - Church member and licensed clinical psychologist, Dr. Mark Smith, Psy.D, has 
extensive experience working with couples in therapy. He will offer insights and strategies for 
couples navigating the stress of life’s daily challenges.  

All sessions take place on Zoom at 7:00 p.m. Please register at: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcqceuvqjkiGNbxELICh2-KKjSQJ6fQmBqJ 
or by going to the church website. 

 
 
 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcqceuvqjkiGNbxELICh2-KKjSQJ6fQmBqJ
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NEW ADULT EDUCATION IN JUNE 

 

Classified by the South African government to be “colored,” Rev. René August came into 
adulthood during one of the most historic movements of justice in the last century. How fitting 
and appropriate to interrogate and discern our own narrative as we digitally sit at René's feet and 
learn from her lived experience and expansive study of how the love of the Divine can be made 
present through storytelling, understanding power and seeking justice.  

A veteran of the anti-apartheid movement and an Anglican priest, René August is a reconciliation 
trainer with The Warehouse, a worshiping community organization in Cape Town, South Africa 
that walks alongside churches as they seek to respond to the issues of poverty, injustice, and 
division in a city that struggles with some of the worst inequality in the world. 

The series includes five conversation films with René, and a time of discernment and discussion 
based on the inquiries of Danielle Fanfair.  

9:00 a.m. - 9:45 a.m. on Zoom 
Register in advance for this meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvdO2gpjksHtE0sJEmXwkfHkDogsgSbB7S 
 

10:00 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. in person in Havighorst Lounge 
Email Pastor Megan if you are attending in person at megans@gablesucc.org 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvdO2gpjksHtE0sJEmXwkfHkDogsgSbB7S
mailto:megans@gablesucc.org
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Has there ever been something you wanted to know about your faith, but were afraid to ask?  
 

Well, this is your chance to ask tough questions about the Bible, church, ethics, or life and get 
an honest and personal answer back from Pastor Laurie through the Sunday morning sermon. 
Maybe it’s a topic or issue that we tend to sweep under the rug or ignore in order to keep the 
peace, avoid disagreement, or maybe even change… kind of like that proverbial elephant in the 
room or, in this case, in the pew. 
 
Over the past 14 years, Pastor Laurie has answered questions concerning Palestine and Israel, 
the difference between being spiritual and religious, forgiveness, angels, the afterlife, and even 
one in 2010 about whether LeBron James, Chris Bosh and Dwayne Wade were really the “New 
Kingdom” as the Miami Herald declared. (For the record she said yes).  
 
Email, write, or call Pastor Laurie, or go to the Gables UCC Facebook page and leave your 
question. She just might preach on it!  
 
Then join us after worship, either in person or online, for the Sermon Feedback Café. Grab a cup 
of coffee and enjoy some conversation with Pastor Laurie about her sermon for the day at 12:00 
noon (right after the Connection Café.)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 




