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The Abundant Life: 

Live fully; 
Love wastefully; 

Be all that you can be. 
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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 
 
 
 

 
WELCOME  

 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 
Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  
the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  
the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 
 

A common misconception is that Church goers are  
stuffy, standoffish, and don’t like newcomers. 

Nothing is farther from the truth here. 
We want you to experience our friendship and closeness firsthand. 

We want you to feel comfortable and to enjoy worship with us. 
We assure you, though, that the hard part is making up your mind to join in. 

Once you do you will find a haven of hospitality, beauty, and inspiring worship. 
 

 
 
 

 
The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 
    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 
 
 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 
3010 De Soto Boulevard  

Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 
Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

 
CCLI License # 11282912 

 
 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
April 25, 2021                       Our faith is over 2000 years old                                    11:00 a.m.   

Our thinking is not. 
 

 
 

 
THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

When you are willing to compromise and make sacrifices for someone,  
that’s where you feel true love. 

 
 
GATHERING MUSIC                    Selections for the Piano 

Dr. Greg Taylor, Parish Musician  

                                                               Mexican Highway                              Pedro Gonzalez 
                                       CAP ALL-STAR Jazz Ensemble              arr. Daniel Strange       

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                           

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  
joining us virtually at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, or Twitter. 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME                                                          
Pastor Laurie 

Mark Hart, Executive and Artistic Director of the Community Arts Program 
 

CALL TO COMMUNITY                       
                                                                    In the Mood        Original Glenn Miller Arrangement 

Community Arts Program (CAP) ALL-STAR Jazz Ensemble 
Daniel Strange, conductor 

 
SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST       

Pastor Megan 
                      

        No matter from where you are worshipping with us today; no matter the concerns, worries,  
or joys that you bring; no matter your background or social status; your race, culture, faith  
tradition, or sexual orientation, we offer to you the peace of Christ. Peace be with you!  

 

If you are gathered with others, share the peace of Christ with one another. 
 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace of Christ with them.  
 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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HYMN                                                All Are Welcome                                         Marty Haugen  
 

Let us build a house where love can dwell  
and all can safely live, 

a place where saints and children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
rock of faith and vault of grace; 

here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 
 

Let us build a house where prophets speak, 
and words are strong and true, 

where all God's children dare to seek 
to dream God's reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness 
and as symbol of God's grace; 

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 
 

Let us build a house where hands will reach 
beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 
and live the Word they've known. 
Here the outcast and the stranger 

bear the image of God's face; 
let us bring an end to fear and danger: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place. 

 
Let us build a house where all are named, 

their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 

as words within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, 
prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter. 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place 
 

THE RECEIVING OF NEW MEMBERS 
 

OPENING WORDS  
 
INTRODUCTIONS  
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COVENANT OF THE NEW MEMBERS AND THE CHURCH FAMILY 
 
WORDS OF THANKSGIVING  
 
WORDS OF WELCOME AND PROCLAMATION                                    

John Graham, Church Moderator 
 

THE GIFT OF MUSIC                            Elmer’s Tune                 Albrecht, Jurgens, Gallop      
CAP ALL-STAR Jazz Ensemble 

 
THE GOSPEL LESSON                        John 10:10-18                        
 

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it 
abundantly. 
 

 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  The hired hand, 
who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep 
and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them.  The hired hand runs away 
because a hired hand does not care for the sheep.  I am the good shepherd. I know my own and 
my own know me, just as the Creator knows me and I know the Creator. And I lay down my 
life for the sheep.  I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, 
and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.  For this reason the 
Creator loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again.  No one takes it from 
me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take 
it up again. I have received this command from my Creator.” 
 
Friends, listen. God is still speaking. 
Thanks be to God!  
 
THE MORNING MESSAGE   
 
THE MORNING PRAYERS                                                
 

You may offer up prayer concerns and joys that will be shared this Wednesday as members of 
the Called to Care Team gather in prayer together. To have your concerns and/or joys 

included, please text Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com. 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER         

Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
SUNG RESPONSE            Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying                      Ken Meedema                     
 

Anthony Cabrera and Charmyn Kirton; vocalists 

mailto:3059686482@vtext.com
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THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS                                                    
                                                     

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 
walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 
“GABLESUCC” to 77977 or go to our church app. You can also give at gablesucc.org/give. 
Thank you for your gifts and generosity. 
 
CLOSING HYMN                  Peace I Leave with You, My Friends    

 
Refrain: 

Peace I leave with you, my friends: 
Shalom my peace, in all you do. 

Peace I leave with you, my friends, 
I give to you, so you can give to others, too. 

 
To share God’s love is why I came 

To show God’s kindness to the world. 
Go now my friends and do the same, 

Until I come again (refrain). 
 

Take my hand and be at peace, 
The spirit of our love I send; 

And with this love you will be free, 
Until I come again (refrain).  

 
BENEDICTION  
 

 
SUNG BENEDICTION                      Alleluia, Alleluia   

On verse two, you are invited to raise your hands up in glory to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                                           Pete Wheeler                                               Jacob Mann 

CAP ALL-STAR Jazz Ensemble 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
There will be no Connection Café following worship this week.  

Please join us next Sunday for another edition of Connection Café and the chance to connect 
with your church family and friends.  

 
---------------------------------- 

 
 ABOUT THE BULLETIN COVER: 

John August Swanson's serigraph of Psalm 23 presents a beautiful visual narrative of the much-
loved Psalm of David, Psalm 23. John writes, "Moving forward barefoot and without fear, the 
two figures travel through a valley transformed by their own beliefs; a world where lions and 
lambs can lay together in peaceful harmony. This story connects with our own lives, as we listen 
to those who speak out and stand against death, violence, and hate. For even though we walk 
through valley of the shadow of death, we fear no evil, for God is with us." 
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COMMUNITY ARTS PROGRAM (CAP)  
ALL-STAR Jazz Ensemble 

 
Daniel Strange, Conductor 

 
Alto Saxophone: Brandon Suarez ~ Gilbert Feliciano III 

Tenor Saxophone: Kyle Bramson ~ Yorel Romans 

Baritone Saxophone: Justin Perez 

Trombone: David Spiegelman ~ Diego Torres Platt ~ Michael McDonald  

Trumpet: Lucas Hunter ~ Ryan Gutierrez 

Guitar: Gian Gavidia ~ Paul Nameth ~ Dereck Sanguino  Piano & Marimba: Jason Fieler 

Bass: Max Melo  Drums: Victor Giraldez ~ Joshua Hamburger 

 
Community Arts Program (CAP) 

To serve a diverse community by providing educational and  
culturally-enriching experiences through the transforming power of the arts. 

 
The Community Arts Program (CAP) ALL-STAR Jazz Ensemble, 
comprised of students from Miami-Dade County schools, is part of 
the Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ CAP 
Conservatory for the Arts Miami Jazz Institute. The CAP ALL-
STAR Jazz Ensemble rehearses Monday evenings, August through 
May, typically in the Church’s Arts & Education Wing. Since 
March 2020, CAP has been entirely online – with virtual classes, 

rehearsals, and recordings originating from students’ homes (as you’ll see today!). The 
experience is designed to sharpen sight reading, style, technique, improv, rhythm, recording 
studio skill, college prep and career development through the practical study and performance 
of jazz repertoire that spans the standards and Sweet Band music, to newly-composed 
works. Some of the CAP ALL-STAR Jazz Ensemble’s most noted highlights over recent years 
include fourteen one-hour live radio shows on Miami’s “serious jazz” station, WDNA 88.9 
FM, three performances at Jazz at Lincoln Center as part of its Essentially Ellington; and 
opening for the Preservation Hall Jazz Band (twice), Count Basie Orchestra, Catherine Russell, 
Tony DeSare, Tommy Dorsey Orchestra, Sherman Irby Quintet, and Doc Severinsen.  
 
In the fall through spring, a diversity of children and youth throughout Miami are enrolled in 
CAP’s vibrant after-school Conservatory for the Arts and Miami Jazz Institute. The experience 
includes CAP Saturday Music Classes for in-depth one-on-one instrument instruction, music 
theory, CAP Harmony, and performance practice. The CAP Records® label is designed to 
generate projects for CAP students, and to produce unique recordings with adventurous artists 
of distinction. The CAP Conservatory for the Arts and Miami Jazz Institute offer its valuable 
performing ensembles for children and youth, each designed to span the vast array of music 
styles and techniques: CAP Creative Strings I, II, and III; Jazz PREP Band and, as you’ll hear 
this morning, the CAP ALL-STAR Jazz Ensemble! 
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A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 
If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we 
have found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice 
seeking a place to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, 
we invite you into our community. For more information about the church or membership, please 
contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to 
places and parts around the country and around the world. Folks are actively involved in our 
church who have never set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and 
beliefs as a progressive, open-minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation.  
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, 
you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation. 

 
FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Located on the Columbus Boulevard Side of the Church  
Store Hours: Wednesday – Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

 

Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing countries build strong, local economies. 
These skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while crafting sustainable products that do not 
harm the environment. No child labor is used. Women’s lives are changed as they support their 
families with the dignity and pride of their work. Come and safely shop (masks required) in 
support of our justice ministry. 

 
IN OUR PRAYERS  

We remember all those places of war, violence and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for 
all people around the world. Today’s prayers especially include our global community as well 
as our own nation and city as all encounter the coronavirus. A lighted candle on the altar 
symbolizes our prayers for peace, healing, compassion, and unity. 

 
STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and 
friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general 
church business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at DrewS@gablesucc.org. 

 
GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store 
or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 
church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 
Korallis, our Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
CHURCH PRAYER LIST  

The Called to Care Team prays together each Wednesday. They use a list compiled from your 
prayer requests texted to Pastor Laurie on Sunday morning. Contact Pastor Laurie at 
305.968.6482. or Carol Fifield, Called to Care Coordinator, at miamifife@gmail.com.  

 

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:miamifife@gmail.com


9 
 
 

THE ALHAMBRA CONCERT IN A VIRTUAL CONCERT 
TODAY, April 25 at 7:30 p.m. 

 

The Alhambra Orchestra has a long relationship with Gables UCC and performs a free concert 
for the community in the sanctuary each year, usually in the spring. This year, however, because 
of Covid precautions and safety, they are substituting a virtual performance in place of the choir 
and chamber orchestra concert that had been so carefully planned.    
  

This free video performance will have its premiere on Sunday, April 25 at 7:30 p.m. and will 
remain available for viewing at the convenience of the public. The location will be 
www.alhambraorchestra.org/youtube. Please enjoy what is always a beautiful concert. 
REMEMBER: These are the times that call upon our faith— times like this, when we and 
those around us need assurance that we’re not alone, and that together we will get through 
whatever lies ahead. Now is the time to draw close to God in prayer, and to one another in 
acts of compassion and care. If you need groceries, a meal, conversation, a pharmacy run, 
or anything else, let us know.  

 
WISE (WELCOMING, INCLUSIVE, SUPPORTIVE, AND ENGAGED  

FOR MENTAL HEALTH) SUPPORT GROUP 
Being socially distant does not mean having to be socially isolated.  

 

Each Tuesday at 7:00 p.m., Pastor Lisa LeSueur leads a Zoom opportunity to connect with 
others, and to share stories, as well as survival strategies, for getting through these challenging 
times. If you are interested in joining, please email Lisa at LisaL@gablesucc.org and the link to 
the meeting will be forwarded to you.  
 

GABLES UCC WALKING GROUP  
Every Wednesday, through April 21 at 6:00 p.m. 

Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf 
Course and back. Walk at your own pace. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade Shop 
on Columbus Blvd. and leave the church together as we begin our walk at 6:00 p.m. sharp. You 
may choose to walk slowly or quickly, with a friend or alone. Please bring a face mask.  

 
THE EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER  

The Early Childhood Center is our NAEYC accredited preschool serving children ages two years 
through Kindergarten. Please call us for a tour at 305.444.9792 or email us at 
ECC@gablesucc.org. Check out our website at gablespreschool.org. 

 
MIDDLE AND SENIOR HIGH YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL  

The Power of Youth-Changing the World 
Sundays, May 2 – 16 

Middle School: 12:00 p.m. – 12:30 p.m. on Zoom 
High School: 12:30 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. on Zoom 

Facilitated by Pastor Megan 
Together we will watch a Ted Teen Talk by a creative and inspirational young adult, share our 
ideas and consider The Power of Youth who are Changing the World.   Please contact Pastor 
Megan for the Zoom links! 

http://www.alhambraorchestra.org/youtube
mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
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OUTSHINE FILM FESTIVAL AND TALK BACK 
 

Gables UCC is partnering with OUTshine Virtual Film Festival, for the Florida premiere of  
AIDS DIVA: THE LEGEND OF CONNIE NORMAN 

and the short film IN THE IMAGE OF GOD.   
 

You may view the films on your own, anytime between  
Saturday, April 24, beginning at 12:01 a.m. - Wednesday, April 28 at 11:59 p.m.  

 

AIDS DIVA:  THE LEGEND OF CONNIE NORMAN - The number and range of people involved in the 
struggle for AIDS victims is larger and wider than we can possibly know. It’s proven once again by this 
intriguing portrait of Connie Norman, a local LA activist who worked tirelessly to make a difference. 
Director Dante Alencastre deftly handles this portrait of a political figure whose HIV diagnosis spurred 
her eloquent rage against complacency, hatred and denial as the AIDS virus ravaged the queer 
community. (Running time: 61 minutes). 
 

IN THE IMAGE OF GOD - A Jewish Rabbi is the fourth generation in his family to be born intersex. 
(Running time: 15 minutes) 

 

To learn more about the films and to purchase tickets, click here:  
https://watch.eventive.org/outshinemiami2021/play/605a6a463276731b8be75b21   

(You can use the OUTGUCC discount code for 25% off.) 
 

The Talk Back with Victor Gimenez will take place on  
Friday, April 30 from 7:00 p.m. -8:00 p.m. via Zoom.  

Victor is a church member and the Executive Director of the Outshine Festival! 
 

Register in advance for the Talk Back:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYrc-yqqD4vGt0MlnBUp-hmpFik5Boh_CrE 

 

https://watch.eventive.org/outshinemiami2021/play/605a6a463276731b8be75b21
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYrc-yqqD4vGt0MlnBUp-hmpFik5Boh_CrE
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WE ARE RE-OPENING FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP! 
 

The Board of Congregational Life and the Executive Council along with our Covid 
Administrator Mark Wolfe, our parish physician Dr. Steve Weirich, and the pastors have agreed 
that present data and Covid conditions meet our criteria to begin Phase 2 of our re-opening 
policy. This phase is for sanctuary worship only and includes all safety-guidelines such as masks, 
registrations, physical-distancing, etc.  At this time, it does not include in person fellowship time, 
spiritual formation classes, children’s Sunday school, and other familiar gatherings often 
associated with Sunday morning. To hear more about our return plans, click on the link below: 
 

https://youtu.be/LfjMUCUY7GI 
 
We  believe the beloved community of Gables UCC, has before us a very clear opportunity to 
be re-energized, re-focused, and re-committed in new and exciting ways as we return to gathered 
worship. To register for in-person worship beginning Sunday, May 2, go to the following link 
or you may find it in any of our social media: https://gablesucc.org/worship 
 
                                                          WORSHIP WITH US 

One Church ~ Three Congregations:  
 

9:00 a.m. Communion Service  
A more intimate and meditative worship experience in the Sanctuary. Holy Communion 
is celebrated weekly and music is presented by one of our talented soloists.   

 
10:00 a.m. Spanish-Language Worship  

Spanish language worship is available each Sunday in the Chapel. Under the leadership of 
Pastora Yoli Izquierdo-Yglesias, the congregation is a warm, supportive, and caring community.   

 
11:00 a.m. Worship Online  

Join us in person or online for beautiful music, challenging and inspiring messages, and liturgy 
that offers a renewal of mind and spirit.  

 
German Language Worship  

If you are part of a German-speaking family or would like to worship in German come and join 
us for services, Bible studies, and cultural activities conducted in German.  For more 
information about our German language ministry contact us at 
germanministry@gablesucc.org.    
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL  
The Lord’s Prayer for Kids 

Sundays, April 18 - May 16 
PreK-3 through 5th Grade via Zoom. 

The Lord’s Prayer is one that is prayed by Christians around the globe.  During our Sunday 
School series, our children will explore this foundational prayer and learn it. We will pray, 
sing, color, learn American Sign Language, receive weekly emails, share videos, and develop 
family prayer time with at-home-activities. Please contact Pastor Megan at 
MeganS@gablesucc.org to receive the Zoom link.  

https://youtu.be/LfjMUCUY7GI
https://gablesucc.org/worship


12 
 
 

CALLING ALL EXPATS AND VURCHERS 
Sunday, May 2 at 12:30 p.m. on Zoom 

  

Join us for a gathering from around the world as we check in with our Gables UCC members 
and friends living outside of South Florida. Whether you have been a former member or friend 
of the church and have moved away, or have found a home with us virtually, we invite you to be 
connected through this special group just for you. Register in advance at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYrdOCspzwtH9DyKPQW0xPLnny-16GIn9Y-   
  

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 
meeting. 
  

Whether you are living across the Pond or on the Gulf of Mexico, in the Carolinas or the 
hinterlands of the East or West Coast, please do join us. Remember: no matter who you are or 
where you live, you are an important part of our church family.  

 
------------------------------- 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

The Coral Gables Museum Presents… 
A Matter of Time: 

Examining Forty Years of AIDS While Living through a Pandemic 
  

Life-altering events are a matter of time. In the summer of 1981, the Center for Disease Control 
(CDC) published the first reports of five young gay men in Los Angeles with respiratory 
complications and other infectious diseases; two had already died. Later, the world would know 
the disease as AIDS or Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome. Over 75 million people 
worldwide were infected with HIV, and more than 33 million have died since the beginning of 
the epidemic. 

Thursday, May 6 from 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
Thursday Lecture Series: 

A Personal Response: Families Share their Experiences & Memories 
And Interfaith Candlelight Service 

 
6:00 p.m. – A Personal Response 

Families Share Their Experiences & Memories 
  

7:00 p.m. – Interfaith Candlelight Service 
Pastor Laurie Hafner, Senior Pastor, Coral Gables United Church of Christ 

Rabbi Howard Berman, Retired & Rabbinical Advisor, 
Shalom Collaborative 

Reverend Darryl K. Baxter, Associate Pastor, Bethel Apostolic Temple, 
President & Founder, The Family Foundation of Greater Miami 

 
The Coral Gables Museum 

285 Aragon Avenue 
Coral Gables, FL 33134 

(305) 603-8067 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYrdOCspzwtH9DyKPQW0xPLnny-16GIn9Y-
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UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI/GABLES UCC THERAPY STUDY 
 

Through a partnership with the University of Miami Graduate Psychology Department, we are 
pleased to offer two therapeutic opportunities on Thursday evenings by Zoom. Pastor Laurie 
serves as a consultant along with Dr. Amy Weisman, Ph.D., Associate Professor/Fellow, 
Association for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies, Department of Psychology at the 
University of Miami.  
 

General Group 
Have you been struggling with depression, anxiety, relationship difficulties, or other 
psychological stresses? If so, you may be eligible to participate in a free culturally informed, 
religiously-based group therapy as part of a research study aimed at improving treatment for 
these conditions. Pastor Laurie is serving as a consultant along with Dr. Amy Weisman, Ph.D., 
Associate Professor/Fellow, Association for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies, Department 
of Psychology at the University of Miami. During the treatment, clinicians will provide 
education on mental health, as well as techniques to assist in coping with psychological stress. 
All sessions are free. If you are interested, please call 305.284.5455 or miamiCIT@gmail.com 
to set up your baseline interview.  
 

SMI Group 
Have you been diagnosed with schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, or another psychotic spectrum 
disorder? If so, you may be eligible to participate in a free culturally informed, religious-based 
group therapy that is part of a research study aimed at improving treatment for these specific 
conditions. During the treatment, clinicians will provide education on psychotic spectrum 
disorders, as well as offer techniques to cope with mental illness. All therapy sessions are free. 
If you are interested, please call 305.284.5455 or email miamiCIT@gmail.com to set up an initial 
meeting and to join the group. 

---------------------------------------- 
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STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT TO THE WORK OF ANTI-RACISM 
Adopted June 2020 

Black Lives Matter. This is a truth we speak to ourselves, to the Church, and to the world as we 
witness racism continue to take the lives of Black people in America. With grieving hearts, we 
speak their names: George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery, Tony McDade, Corey 
Jones, Atatiana Jefferson, Trayvon Martin and countless other victims of racist violence, both 
known and unknown, listened to and ignored. The voice of their blood cries out from the ground, 
and we join this cry for justice. 
  
Again, and again, we are reminded that racism is more than individual thoughts and actions. It 
is an immoral system that structurally discriminates against and oppresses people of color - 
especially Black people - through underfunded schools, lack of access to healthcare, food 
insecurity, discriminatory housing policies, polluted neighborhoods and undrinkable water, and 
an unjust criminal justice system.    
  
As Christians, we believe that all people are children of God and deserve the same dignity, 
compassion, and access to a full life no matter their skin color, gender, gender identity or 
expression, sexual orientation, national origin, immigration status, socio-economic status, 
ability, education, or faith tradition.  
  
The book of Genesis affirms that, “God created humankind in God’s own image;” that all people 
are beloved, blessed image-bearers of the Divine. Likewise, the Apostle Paul preaches in 
Galatians that “there is no longer Jew nor Greek...for all are one in Christ Jesus;” that we are 
united as a human race, and that in God nothing divides us. In this oneness, we must unite and 
resist the racism that permeates every institution in this country -- including the Church -- and 
deprives us of fully experiencing the wholeness and equality promised by God and exemplified 
in the life of Jesus.  
  
Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ continues its commitment to the 
work of anti-racism, to dismantling the system of White supremacy, and to the co-creation 
with the Holy Spirit of God’s reign of peace and justice on earth. This is the work that 
Jesus calls us to, in courage and hope, for a transformed world where all God’s children 
are equal, free, and loved.  
  
As a congregation, we will embody this commitment in our life and culture together through 
awareness, education, skills, application of anti-racist education, policies, and practices, as we 
continue to our work of dismantling racism. This includes:  
-Anti-racist educational programming for children, youth, and adults 
-Building relationships with diverse congregations 
-Partnership with and purchases from Black-owned businesses and Black-led community 
organizations 
-Justice work with PACT on issues of housing, gun violence, and unnecessary arrests 
-Hiring practices that prioritize racial diversity  
-Prophetic preaching and worship  
-Prayer without ceasing for racial justice  
 In the name of God our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, we re-affirm our commitment to 
dismantling racism in our nation and to the work of justice and witness for all people. Amen.  


