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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 
 
 
 

 
WELCOME  

 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 
Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  
the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  
the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 
 

A common misconception is that Church goers are  
stuffy, standoffish, and don’t like newcomers. 

Nothing is farther from the truth here. 
We want you to experience our friendship and closeness firsthand. 

We want you to feel comfortable and to enjoy worship with us. 
We assure you, though, that the hard part is making up your mind to join in. 

Once you do you will find a haven of hospitality, beauty, and inspiring worship. 
 

 
 
 

 
The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 
    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 
 
 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 
3010 De Soto Boulevard  

Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 
Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

 
CCLI License # 11282912 

 
 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
April 11, 2021                               Our faith is over 2000 years old                                         11:00 a.m.   

Our thinking is not. 
 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO DOLLY PARTON 
It's a good thing I was born a girl, otherwise I'd be a drag queen. 

                                                                                               ~Dolly Parton  
 

GATHERING MUSIC                                             
Dr. Greg Taylor piano; Seth Woods, percussion   

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                      

Please check in on Facebook and let your family and friends know that you are  
joining us virtually at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, or Twitter. 
 
OPENING SONG                                              He’s Alive                                            Francisco/Parton  

The White Limozeen Album 
 

The gates and doors were barred and all the windows fastened down 
I spent the night in sleeplessness and rose at every sound 

Half in hopeless sorrow and half in fear the day 
Would find the soldiers breakin' through to drag us all away 

 
And just before the sunrise I heard something at the wall 

The gate began to rattle and a voice began to call 
I hurried to the window looked down into the street 

Expecting swords and torches and the sound of soldiers' feet 
 

But there was no one there but Mary so I went down to let her in 
John stood there beside me as she told me where she'd been 

She said they've moved him in the night and none of us knows where 
The stone's been rolled away and now his body isn't there 

So we both ran towards the garden then John ran on ahead 
We found the stone and empty tomb just the way that Mary said 

But the winding sheet, they wrapped him in was just an empty shell 
And how or where they'd taken him was more than I could tell 

Oh, something strange had happened there just what I did not know 
John believed a miracle but I just turned to go 

Circumstance and speculation couldn't lift me very high 
'Cause I'd seen them crucify him then I saw him die 

Back inside the house again the guilt and anguish came 
Everything I'd promised him just added to my shame 

When at last it came to choices I denied I knew his name 
And even if he was alive it wouldn't be the same 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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But suddenly the air was filled with a strange and sweet perfume 
Light that came from everywhere drove shadows from the room 

And Jesus stood before me with his arms held open wide 
And I fell down on my knees and I just clung to him and cried 

Then he raised me to my feet and as I looked into his eyes 
The love was shining out from him like sunlight from the skies 

Guilt in my confusion disappeared in sweet release 
And every fear I'd ever had just melted into peace 

 
He's alive, he's alive Hallelujah, he's alive 

He's alive and I'm forgiven, heaven's gates are open wide. 
 
THE EASTER GOSPEL CONTINUES…                                                        The Rev. Megan Smith  

John 20:19-31 
 

Later on that day, the disciples had gathered together but, fearful, had locked all the doors in the house. 
Jesus entered, stood among them, and said, “Peace to you.” Then he showed them his hands and side. 
 
The disciples, seeing the Master with their own eyes, were exuberant. Jesus repeated his greeting: 
“Peace to you. Just as the Father sent me, I send you.”  Then he took a deep breath and breathed into 
them. “Receive the Holy Spirit,” he said. “If you forgive someone’s sins, they’re gone for good. If you 
don’t forgive sins, what are you going to do with them?”                                                                                               
But Thomas, sometimes called the Twin, one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. The 
other disciples told him, “We saw the Master.”  But he said, “Unless I see the nail holes in his hands, 
put my finger in the nail holes, and stick my hand in his side, I won’t believe it.” 
 
Eight days later, his disciples were again in the room. This time Thomas was with them.  
Jesus came through the locked doors, stood among them, and said, “Peace to you.” 
Then he focused his attention on Thomas. “Take your finger and examine my hands. Take your hand 
and stick it in my side. Don’t be unbelieving. Believe.” 
 
Thomas said, “My Master! My God!” 
 
Jesus said, “So, you believe because you’ve seen with your own eyes. Even better blessings are in store 
for those who believe without seeing.”  Jesus provided far more God-revealing signs than are written 
down in this book. These are written down so you will believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and in the act of believing, have real and eternal life in the way he personally revealed it. 
 
Friends, listen.  God is still speaking. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
SUNG RESPONSE                                 Here You Come Again                                              Parton  

The Here You Come Again Album 
 

Here you come again just when I've begun to get myself together 
You waltz right in the door just like you've done before 

And wrap my heart 'round your little finger… 

Here you come again just when I'm about to make it work without you 
You look into my eyes and lie those pretty lies 

and pretty soon, I'm wond'rin how I came to doubt you. 
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All you gotta do is smile that smile and there go all my defenses 
Just leave it up to you and in a little while 

You're messin' up my mind and fillin' up my senses 
Here you come again lookin' better than a body has a right to 

And shakin' me up so that all I really know is here you come again and here I go 
 

All you gotta do is smile that smile and there got all my defenses 
Just leave it up to you and in a little while you're messin' up my mind and fillin' up my senses 

 
Here you come again lookin' better than a body has a right to 

And shakin' me up so that all I really know is here you come again, and here I go, here I go 
And here I go ~ and here I go ~ here you come again and here I go - here I go 

 
WORDS OF COMMITMENT                                                                             The Rev. Aaron Lauer  
 

This day the living Christ stands in our midst and we, like those early disciples, 
choose whether to believe with our hearts or only with our eyes. 

Faith demands choice.  By the grace of God, we can choose. 
 

May we choose to believe that light is better than darkness, 
sharing is better than hoarding, truth is better than deceit, 

mercy is better than revenge, love is better than indifference, 
God is stronger than chaos, and that Christ still stands among us 

whenever we reach out to our neighbor in love. 
 

We choose to have faith in the God who is love 
and choice will verify itself on the long and narrow road of life. 

By grace, we choose to believe. Thanks be to God! 
 

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE  
 

"Jesus says to his disciples, 'Peace I leave with you, my own peace I give to you.'" No matter from 
where you are worshipping today, may we offer expressions of peace to one another with a wave, bow, 
hand over the heart, a smile, a nod, a text, or email, and say, “Peace be with you.” And also with you.   

 
MUSICAL REFLECTION                 I Will Always Love You                                                      Parton  

The Jolene Album 
If I should stay I would only be in your way 

So I'll go but I know I'll think of you every step of the way 
And I... will always love you, will always love you 

 
Bittersweet memories –That is all I'm taking with me 

So good-bye please don't cry: 
We both know I'm not what you, you need 

And I... will always love you, will always love you 
 

I hope life treats you kind and I hope you have all you've dreamed of 
And I wish you joy and happiness but above all this I wish you love 

And I... will always love you, will always love you 
 

SPOKEN REFLECTION  
The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner  
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MUSICAL REFLECTION                                  Try                                                          Parton 
The Blue Smoke Album 

 

At this time, you are invited to text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 
 or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com. 

 

I have chased after rainbows, I've captured one or two 
I've reached for the stars and I have even held a few 

I've walked that lonesome valley topped the mountains, saw a sky 
I've laughed and I have cried but I have always tried 

'Cause I’ve always been a dreamer and dreams are special things 
 

But dreams are of no value if they’re not equipped with wings 
So secure yourself for climbing, make ready for the sky 

Don't let your chance go by, you’ll make it if you try 
So try to be the first one up the mountain, the highest flying dreamer in the sky 

And try your best to be an inspiration, brothers that are still afraid and shy 
And try to make the most of every moment, 'Cause if you never try you never win 

 
So try each day to try a little harder and if you fail, get up and try again 

You know nothing is impossible if you can just believe 
Don't live your life in shackles when faith can be the key 

The winner's one who keeps determination in his eyes 
Who’s not afraid to fly and not afraid to try 

 
So try to be the first one up the mountain and try to be the first to touch the sky 

And don’t let somebody tell you, you can’t do it, and if they say that, show them it’s a lie 
And if you fail at first just keep on trying, cause you are not a failure in God’s eyes 

So spread your wings and let the magic happen cause you’ll never really know if you don’t try 
And the first step is the one that’s always hardest, but you’ll never really know if you don’t try 

You have to try. 
 
THE MORNING PRAYERS 
 
SUNG RESPONSE                                  Coat of Many Colors                                                 Parton  

The Coat of Many Colors Album 
 

Back through the years I go wonderin' once again, back to the seasons of my youth 
I recall a box of rags that someone gave us and how my momma put the rags to use 

There were rags of many colors, every piece was small 
And I didn't have a coat and it was way down in the fall 

Momma sewed the rags together sewin' every piece with love 
She made my coat of many colors that I was so proud of 

 
As she sewed, she told a story from the Bible, she had read about a coat of many colors 
Joseph wore and then she said perhaps this coat will bring you good luck and happiness 

And I just couldn't wait to wear it and momma blessed it with a kiss 
 

My coat of many colors that my momma made for me 
Made only from rags but I wore it so proudly although we had no money 

I was rich as I could be in my coat of many colors my momma made for me 

mailto:3059686482@vtext.com
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So with patches on my britches and holes in both my shoes 
In my coat of many colors I hurried off to school 

Just to find the others laughing and making fun of me 
In my coat of many colors my momma made for me 

 
And oh, I couldn't understand it for I felt I was rich 

And I told 'em of the love my momma sewed in every stitch 
And I told 'em all the story Momma told me while she sewed 

And how my coat of many colors was worth more than all their clothes 
 

But they didn't understand it and I tried to make them see 
That one is only poor only if they choose to be 

Now I know we had no money but I was rich as I could be 
In my coat of many colors my momma made for me. Made just for me. 

 
THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS  
Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these walls but 
far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text “GABLESUCC” to 77977 or go 
to our church app. If you are worshipping with us today in the sanctuary, baskets are available by the 
front doors if you wish to contribute the old-fashioned way.  

 
OFFERTORY MUSIC                                      9 to 5                                                                    Parton  

The 9 to 5 and Odd Jobs Album 
 

Tumble outta bed and I stumble to the kitchen 
Pour myself a cup of ambition and yawn and stretch and try to come to life 

 
Jump in the shower and the blood starts pumpin' 

Out on the street the traffic starts jumpin' the folks like me on the job from 9 to 5 
 

Workin' 9 to 5, what a way to make a livin,' barely gettin' by it's all takin' and no givin' 
They just use your mind and they never give you credit, it's enough to drive you crazy if you let it 

 
9 to 5, for service and devotion, you would think that I would deserve a fair promotion 

Want to move ahead but the boss won't seem to let me, I swear sometimes that man is out to get me 
 

They let you dream just to watch 'em shatter, you're just a step on the boss-man's ladder 
But you got dreams he'll never take away 

 
You're in the same boat with a lot of your friends 

Waitin' for the day your ship'll come in n' the tide's gonna turn and it's all gonna roll your way 
 

Workin' 9 to 5, what a way to make a livin,' barely gettin' by it's all takin' and no givin' 
They just use your mind and they never give you credit, it's enough to drive you crazy if you let it 

 
9 to 5, yeah, they got you where they want you, there's a better life and you think about it, don't you? 
It's a rich man's game no matter what they call it and you spend your life puttin' money in his wallet 

 
Workin' 9 to 5, what a way to make a livin,' barely gettin' by it's all takin' and no givin' 

They just use your mind and they never give you credit, it's enough to drive you crazy if you let it. 
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A FRANCISCAN BENEDICTION 
 

May God bless you with Discomfort …at easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships, 
so that you may live deep within your heart. 

 
May God bless you with Anger …at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people, 

so that you may work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

May God bless you with Tears … 
to shed for those who suffer from pain, rejection, starvation, and war, 

so that you may reach your hand to comfort them and to turn their pain into joy. 
 

And may God bless you with enough Foolishness … 
to believe that you can make a difference in this world, 

so that you can do what others claim cannot be done. Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE                                                         Jolene  

The Jolene Album  
 

FOLLOWING WORSHIP… 
Following the service, please join us for our weekly Connection Café. Enjoy some conversation with the 
pastors and the chance to connect with others.  If you are watching online, the Connection Café will 
continue on the same video as the service so just stay tuned. If you wish to comment or say hello, just 
write in the comment section or text Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email her at 
3059686482@vtext.com.  

 

  If you are worshipping with us in the sanctuary, please stay seated and ushers will invite you to 
leave pew by pew after the Connection Café.  

 
MANY THANKS TO OUR VOCALISTS AND MUSICIANS THIS MORNING  

 

Ashely Levin, lead vocalist ~ Alex Woods, back-up vocalist 
Gary Thomas, electric bass ~ Diego Melgar, acoustic & electric guitar 

Seth Woods, percussion ~ Greg Taylor, keyboard 
 

Special thanks to Ron Morgan who served as musical director for today’s service, 
 and to Clay Ostwald for his advice and help.  

 

----------------------------------------------------------- 
 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS 
If you are visiting with us for the first time this morning, we welcome you. We are grateful we have 
found each other. And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a place 
to live out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you into 
our community. For more information about the church or membership, please contact Pastor 
Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

We are also a large online congregation of expats from our congregation who have moved to places and 
parts around the country and around the world. Folks are actively involved in our church who have never 
set foot in our building, but are committed to our vision, values, and beliefs as a progressive, open-
minded, and open-hearted Christian congregation.  
 

 
No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, 

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation. 
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INQUIRER’S GATHERING TODAY  
Sunday, April 11 at 1:00 p.m. on Zoom  

We have loved having so many visitors and guests with us online over these past months. Together we 
have built a virtual community of worship, support, and care. One of the things we have learned is that 
we don’t need a building to be a church and you don’t need to be local to be part of the church family.  
 
Would you like to know more about Coral Gables Congregational UCC? Our history, what we value, 
the things we do, and what we stand for? Are you even interested in knowing more about membership 
at the church? If you are interested in “inquiring” more about the church or what it means to be a church 
member, please join us for a special Inquirer’s Gathering on Sunday, April 11 via Zoom. We look 
forward to welcoming you, meeting you, and having you meet more of our church family as well as 
learning more about the church. Please register at the link below:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAtc-6vrTIuH9CsE_ByCdeIDZHZRRr9hGQR 
 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 
Open TODAY Following Worship   

Located on the Columbus Boulevard Side of the Church  
Store Hours: Wednesday – Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

 

Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing countries build strong, local economies. These 
skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while crafting sustainable products that do not harm the 
environment. No child labor is used. Women’s lives are changed as they support their families with the 
dignity and pride of their work. Come and safely shop (masks required) in support of our justice ministry. 

 
IN OUR PRAYERS  

We remember all those places of war, violence and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for all people 
around the world. Today’s prayers especially include our global community as well as our own nation 
and city as all encounter the coronavirus. A lighted candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, 
healing, compassion, and unity. 

 
STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and friends, 
filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general church business. 
If you would like to be included, contact Drew at DrewS@gablesucc.org. 

 
GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or Google 
Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with church 
information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena Korallis, our 
Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
CHURCH PRAYER LIST  

The Called to Care Team prays together each Wednesday. They use a list compiled from your prayer 
requests texted to Pastor Laurie on Sunday morning. Contact Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482. or Carol 
Fifield, Called to Care Coordinator, at miamifife@gmail.com.  

 
REMEMBER: 

These are the times that call upon our faith— times like this, when we and those around us need 
assurance that we’re not alone, and that together we will get through whatever lies ahead. Now is 
the time to draw close to God in prayer, and to one another in acts of compassion and care. If you 
are in need of groceries, a meal, conversation, a pharmacy run, or anything else, let us know.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAtc-6vrTIuH9CsE_ByCdeIDZHZRRr9hGQR
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
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WISE (WELCOMING, INCLUSIVE, SUPPORTIVE, AND ENGAGED  
FOR MENTAL HEALTH) SUPPORT GROUP 

Being socially distant does not mean having to be socially isolated.  
 

Each Tuesday at 7:00 p.m., Pastor Lisa LeSueur leads a Zoom opportunity to connect with others, and 
to share stories, as well as survival strategies, for getting through these challenging times. If you are 
interested in joining, please email Lisa at LisaL@gablesucc.org and the link to the meeting will be 
forwarded to you.  
 

GABLES UCC WALKING GROUP  
Every Wednesday, through April 21 at 6:00 p.m. 

Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf Course and 
back. Walk at your own pace. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade Shop on Columbus Blvd. 
and leave the church together as we begin our walk at 6:00 p.m. sharp. You may choose to walk slowly 
or quickly, with a friend or alone. Please bring a face mask.  

 
 

UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI/GABLES UCC THERAPY STUDY 
Through a partnership with the University of Miami Graduate Psychology Department, we are pleased 
to offer two therapeutic opportunities on Thursday evenings by Zoom. Pastor Laurie serves as a 
consultant along with Dr. Amy Weisman, Ph.D., Associate Professor/Fellow, Association for Behavioral 
and Cognitive Therapies, Department of Psychology at the University of Miami. 
 

General Group 
Have you been struggling with depression, anxiety, relationship difficulties, or other psychological 
stresses? If so, you may be eligible to participate in a free culturally informed, religiously-based group 
therapy as part of a research study aimed at improving treatment for these conditions. Pastor Laurie is 
serving as a consultant along with Dr. Amy Weisman, Ph.D., Associate Professor/Fellow, Association 
for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies, Department of Psychology at the University of Miami. During 
the treatment, clinicians will provide education on mental health, as well as techniques to assist in coping 
with psychological stress. All sessions are free. If you are interested, please call 305.284.5455 or 
miamiCIT@gmail.com to set up your baseline interview. 

 
SMI Group 

Have you been diagnosed with schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, or another psychotic spectrum disorder? 
If so, you may be eligible to participate in a free culturally informed, religious-based group therapy that 
is part of a research study aimed at improving treatment for these specific conditions. During the 
treatment, clinicians will provide education on psychotic spectrum disorders, as well as offer techniques 
to cope with mental illness. All therapy sessions are free. If you are interested, please call 305.284.5455 
or email miamiCIT@gmail.com to set up an initial meeting and to join the group.  

 

THE EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER  
 

The Early Childhood Center is our NAEYC accredited preschool serving children ages two years through 
Kindergarten. Please call us for a tour at 305.444.9792 or email us at ECC@gablesucc.org.  Check out 
our website at gablespreschool.org. 

 
SISTERS ON SOJOURN 

Saturday, April 17 from 9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. on Zoom 
All women, regardless of age, are invited to join in this relaxed and easy-going group. Come and enjoy 
being connected with some interesting, fun, and supportive women. To join this Zoom gathering go to:  

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86506312682?pwd=SFpXQlBHdzRXSnIxNzZNOTl5ZEhqUT09.  

mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
mailto:ECC@gablesucc.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86506312682?pwd=SFpXQlBHdzRXSnIxNzZNOTl5ZEhqUT09
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WORSHIP WITH US  
One Church ~ Three Congregations:  

 

10:00 a.m. Spanish-Language Worship  
Spanish language worship is available each Sunday. in the Chapel. Under the leadership of Pastora Yoli 
Izquierdo-Yglesias, the congregation is a warm, supportive, and caring community.   

 
11:00 a.m. Worship Online  

Join us online for beautiful music, challenging and inspiring messages, and liturgy that offers a renewal 
of mind and spirit.  

 
German Language Worship  

If you are part of a German-speaking family or would like to worship in German come and join us for 
services, Bible studies, and cultural activities conducted in German.  For more information about our 
German language ministry contact us at germanministry@gablesucc.org.    

 
A SPECIAL SUNDAY MORNING ADULT EDUCATION 

 

In her book, Tired of Apologizing for a Church I Don’t Belong To, the Rev. Lillian Daniels shows why 
it matters how we talk about Christian community while urging open-minded Christians to learn better 
ways to talk about their faith and their faith journeys in a reasonable, rigorous, and real way. 
Join us next Sunday, April 18 at 9:00 a.m. as Lillian joins us via Zoom for a conversation around her 
book which has been described as a feast of words – funny, ribald, tiptoeing to the edge of sarcasm, and 
yet full of love and unflinching hope.  

 
We have a free book for you! Be in touch with Pastor Megan about receiving your book at 

MeganS@gablesucc.org.  
 

The link for the Zoom gathering is: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81970528532?pwd=S0hGTWEyaTZ1L3ZwQm5oZGhhemlKQT09 

Meeting ID: 819 7052 8532 ~ Passcode: UCC 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL  
The Lord’s Prayer for Kids 
Sundays, April 18 - May 16 

PreK-3 through 5th Grade via Zoom. 
The Lord’s Prayer is one that is prayed by Christians around the globe.  During our Sunday School 
series, our children will explore this foundational prayer and learn it. We will pray, sing, color, learn 
American Sign Language, receive weekly emails, share videos, and develop family prayer time with 
at-home-activities. Please contact Pastor Megan at MeganS@gablesucc.org to receive the Zoom link.  

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  
Monday, April 19 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom  

We gather virtually as we knit or crochet prayer shawls to wrap those in need with our love and prayers. 
Grab a cup of tea and your knitting needles or crochet hook and join in the fun. The Zoom link is:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81213414425?pwd=cFl5QnBmOWZhV3B1bFZJRnJ2b3lodz09 
 

LUNCH AND THE BIBLE  
Tuesday, April 20 at 12:00 p.m. on Zoom Please join the pastors for a presentation on a Bible passage 
that is sure to nourish your spirit. You bring your lunch, and we’ll provide the scripture. For the Zoom 
ID and password, contact Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

mailto:germanministry@gablesucc.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81970528532?pwd=S0hGTWEyaTZ1L3ZwQm5oZGhhemlKQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81213414425?pwd=cFl5QnBmOWZhV3B1bFZJRnJ2b3lodz09
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An interfaith reflection on a year that separated us, 
but also brought us closer together. 

 

Thursday, April 15, 2021 
6:00 p.m. | Free Live Webinar  

Iftar is the meal that breaks the traditional Muslim fast at sunset during the Islamic month 
of Ramadan. Join us as we host an interfaith iftar to promote and facilitate mutual 
understanding. We invite you to reflect on a year of perseverance, tragedy, hope, and 
renewal during this holy month of Ramadan. Our guest speakers will focus on the 
concept of friendship, and how our communities came together during the difficulties of 
the pandemic, protests for social justice, and economic difficulties incurred by so many. 

SPEAKERS: 
Dr. John F. Stack, Jr., Founding Dean, Green School of International & Public Affairs 

Dr. Mark B. Rosenberg, President, FIU  
Dr. Mohiaddin Mesbahi, Founding Director, Jaffer Center 

Dr. Mohsin Jaffer, President and CEO, Senior Medical Associates 
Dr. Aisha Subhani, Director, Deen Intensive Foundation 

Brian D. Siegal, Co-Chair, Muslim-Jewish Advisory Council of South Florida 
Laurie Hafner, Pastor, Coral Gables Congregational UCC 

Dr. Abdul Hamid Samra, Imam, Islamic Center of Greater Miami 
Saif Y. Ishoof, Senior Fellow, Green School of International & Public Affairs 

All Are Welcomed!  
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STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT TO THE WORK OF ANTI-RACISM 
Adopted June 2020 

Black Lives Matter. This is a truth we speak to ourselves, to the Church, and to the world as we 
witness racism continue to take the lives of Black people in America. With grieving hearts, we 
speak their names: George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery, Tony McDade, Corey 
Jones, Atatiana Jefferson, Trayvon Martin and countless other victims of racist violence, both 
known and unknown, listened to and ignored. The voice of their blood cries out from the ground, 
and we join this cry for justice. 
  
Again, and again, we are reminded that racism is more than individual thoughts and actions. It 
is an immoral system that structurally discriminates against and oppresses people of color - 
especially Black people - through underfunded schools, lack of access to healthcare, food 
insecurity, discriminatory housing policies, polluted neighborhoods and undrinkable water, and 
an unjust criminal justice system.    
  
As Christians, we believe that all people are children of God and deserve the same dignity, 
compassion, and access to a full life no matter their skin color, gender, gender identity or 
expression, sexual orientation, national origin, immigration status, socio-economic status, 
ability, education, or faith tradition.  
  
The book of Genesis affirms that, “God created humankind in God’s own image;” that all people 
are beloved, blessed image-bearers of the Divine. Likewise, the Apostle Paul preaches in 
Galatians that “there is no longer Jew nor Greek...for all are one in Christ Jesus;” that we are 
united as a human race, and that in God nothing divides us. In this oneness, we must unite and 
resist the racism that permeates every institution in this country -- including the Church -- and 
deprives us of fully experiencing the wholeness and equality promised by God and exemplified 
in the life of Jesus.  
  
Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ continues its commitment to the 
work of anti-racism, to dismantling the system of White supremacy, and to the co-creation 
with the Holy Spirit of God’s reign of peace and justice on earth. This is the work that 
Jesus calls us to, in courage and hope, for a transformed world where all God’s children 
are equal, free, and loved.  
  
As a congregation, we will embody this commitment in our life and culture together through 
awareness, education, skills, application of anti-racist education, policies, and practices, as we 
continue to our work of dismantling racism. This includes:  
-Anti-racist educational programming for children, youth, and adults 
-Building relationships with diverse congregations 
-Partnership with and purchases from Black-owned businesses and Black-led community 
organizations 
-Justice work with PACT on issues of housing, gun violence, and unnecessary arrests 
-Hiring practices that prioritize racial diversity  
-Prophetic preaching and worship  
-Prayer without ceasing for racial justice  
 In the name of God our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, we re-affirm our commitment to 
dismantling racism in our nation and to the work of justice and witness for all people. Amen.  
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SPECIAL GUEST PREACHER  
The Rev. Traci deVon Blackmon 

Sunday, April 18 during the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service Online 
 

Until the lion tells the story, the hunter will always be the hero. 
                                                                 ~ West African Proverb 

 
The Rev. Traci Blackmon is the Associate General Minister of Justice and Local Church Ministries for 
The United Church of Christ. As a featured voice on many local, national, and international  platforms, 

Rev. Blackmon's life’s work focuses on communal                      
resistance to systemic injustice through the 
redemptive power of love. Rev. Blackmon’s 
religious praxis is rooted in principled discipleship 
lived out through congregational and community 
engagement. Her response in Ferguson to the killing 
of Michael Brown resulted in national and 
international recognition, gaining her many 
audiences spanning the breadth of the White House 
to the Carter Center to the Vatican. Her work is now 
featured in several documentaries and print 
publications. Appointed to the Ferguson 
Commission by Governor Jay Nixon and to the 
President's Advisory Council on Faith-Based 

Neighborhood Partnerships for the White House by President Barack Obama, Rev. Blackmon is a 
recipient of the NAACP Rosa Parks Award; The Urban League of St. Louis Woman in Leadership Award; 
and the National Planned Parenthood Faith Leader Award, to name a few. She is listed as one of                      Ebony 
Magazine’s Power 100 (2015), the St. Louis American’s Citizen of the Year (2017), and one of the 15 
Faith Leaders to watch in 2020 by The Center for American Progress. 
 
Rev. Blackmon is both proud and grateful to have served as pastor to both Simpson Chapel African 
Methodist Episcopal   Church and Christ The King United Church of Christ. She received a Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing from Birmingham-Southern College where she is now listed among 
Distinguished Alumni, a Master of Divinity degree, and an honorary doctorate from Eden Theological 
Seminary. Rev. Blackmon currently resides in St. Louis, MO and is the proud mother of three adult 
children: Kortni Devon;     Harold II; and Tyler Wayne Blackmon. 
 

"I speak from the chorus of lions. And we are many!" 
                                                                                                ~ Rev. Traci D. Blackmon 

------------------------------------------------- 
 

JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL EDITION OF SACRED CONVERSATION ON RACE 
Tuesday, April 20 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom 

Nikki Paul Knoll will lead us in a conversation on Rev. Blackmon’s sermon 
 from the previous Sunday. 

 

Register in advance for this meeting at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUld--qrjwjHtRw3NAGSmpMHQW5VqiSaUm1 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email with more information. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUld--qrjwjHtRw3NAGSmpMHQW5VqiSaUm1
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   WE ARE OUT OF THE BOX PEOPLE   

 

 

CORAL GABLES CONGREGATIONAL UCC STAFF DIRECTORY  
305.448.7421 (Extensions listed below)  

 
Ministers 
All Members of the Church 
 
Pastoral Staff 
The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor                      LaurieH@gablesucc.org  ext. 116 
The Rev. Megan Smith, Associate Pastor                             MeganS@gablesucc.org ext. 119 
The Rev. Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor                               AaronL@gablesucc.org ext. 117 

 
Program Staff 
German Worship Information                                                GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org 
Mark Hart, Exec. Dir. of the Community Arts Program        MarkH@gablesucc.org  ext. 120 
The Rev. Yoli Izquierdo-Yglesias, Spanish Worship     Valeyosly@gmail.com/786.506.9890                               
The Rev. Lisa LeSueur, Assistant Pastor for Congregational and Staff Care       
                                                                                                   LisaL@gablesucc.org, ext. 150 
Dr. Ronald Morgan, Director of Music Ministries                    RonM@gablesucc.org  ext.121 
Brooke Bagnall-Koger, Director of Early Childhood Center             BrookeB@gablesucc.org                    
    To contact Early Childhood Center, please call:                                             305.444.9792 
 
Support Staff 
Anthony Cabrera, Minister of Liturgical Arts                                            Cabreraa25@att.net 
Kris Coney, Sound Technician                                                                  info@gablesucc.org 
Allen Feldman, Pew Organizer                                           
Elena Korallis, Communications Director                                ElenaK@gablesucc.org ext.113 
Seth Patterson, Youth Bell Choir Director                                             smpatter@samford.edu  
Tony Prinzi, Print, Rentals & Reception Coordinator              TonyP@gablesucc.org  ext. 100 
Dennis Rodrigues CPA, Business Manager                DennisR@gablesucc.org ext.130 
Drew Sandbulte, Events Coordinator                                       DrewS@gablesucc.org ext.112 
Dr. Gregory Taylor, Parish Musician                                                      Gregpiano1@aol.com 
Alexandra Woods, Children‘s Choir Director                            Awoods@cushmanschool.org 
 
Maintenance and Custodial Team 

Rene Dominguez (Lead Custodian) 
Carlos Barrios, Rosario Noriega 

 
               
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
mailto:MeganS@gablesucc.org
mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org
mailto:GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org
mailto:MarkH@gablesucc.org
mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
mailto:RonM@gablesucc.org
mailto:BrookeB@gablesucc.org
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:smpatter@samford.edu
mailto:TonyP@gablesucc.org
mailto:DennisR@gablesucc.org
mailto:DrewS@gablesucc.org
mailto:Gregpiano1@aol.com
mailto:Awoods@cushmanschool.org


16 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 


	MUSICAL REFLECTION                 I Will Always Love You                                                      Parton
	The Jolene Album

