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WELCOME 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.    

 
 

We invite you to be a part of our community of faith, 
to be blessed by God’s grace in our midst. 

We invite you to grow spiritually, and to find welcome at God’s table. 
Our vision is to be an inclusive, vibrant, alive, witnessing community of faith. 

 

Know that in this church you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 
Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight, and in-between;  
the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  
the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 
 

THE LENTEN JOURNEY AT GABLES UCC 
Theme: Again & Again: A Lenten Refrain  

Online Sunday Worship at 11:00 a.m. through March 28  
 

In Lent, we’re reminded that, again and again, suffering and brokenness find us. We doubt again, we 
lament again, we mess up again. And yet, in the midst of the pain and chaos of our lives, God offers a 
sacred refrain: I choose you. I love you. I will lead you to peace. Again, and again, God breaks the cycle 
and offers a new way forward. 

 

Join us throughout this holy time to remember and be transformed. Even while 
worshipping apart, we come to God again and again with our prayers, our 
dreams, our hopes, and our doubts. In this sacred journey, we will continue to 
love God with the same persistence God chooses and claims us. Again, and 
again, let us bring all of who we are to God and trust that God will meet us, time 
and again, along the way.  

 
Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard ~ Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ 
www.gablesucc.org 

 

CCLI License # 11282912 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
March 7, 2021                                 Our faith is over 2000 years old                                     11:00 a.m.   

Our thinking is not. 
 

---------------- 
 

AGAIN & AGAIN: A LENTEN REFRAIN  
 
GATHERING MUSIC                              Prelude in G Major                                                  J.S. Bach 

Dr. Ron Morgan, organ  
 

Piano Selections 
Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 

 
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS     
Please check your screen for upcoming events and programs 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    

 

Thank you for signing in online.  
We love knowing where everyone is worshipping from today.  

 

Please use your smartphone to check in on Facebook; 
 let your family and friends know that you are at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at gablesucc.org/live. 

 

Be sure to “like” us at facebook.com/gablesucc. 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME                                                                        The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner                                                           
 
OPENING HYMN                                     Jesus Set His Face 

 

Refrain: 
 

Jesus set his face, Jesus set his face like flint 
Jesus set his face up to Jerusalem, up to Jerusalem. 

 
Verses: 

 

Coming down from heaven above, coming down to earth from glory, 
Coming down from heaven above, coming down to grief and worry. 

 
Singing psalms, the pilgrims climb, reenact the ancient story, 

Singing psalms the people climb, lamb and bread redemption’s story. 
 

Crying for the children lost, crying for the lonely, sorry, 
Crying for a city lost, crying for the pained and gory. 

 
Walking down the lonely path, footsteps fall with premonition, 

Rising up Golgotha hill, full of purpose, hope and vision.   

http://gablesucc.org/live
http://facebook.com/mycgcc
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POETIC REFLECTION                        Flipping Tables                                                         Sarah Are 
 

I woke up and realized I was sitting at a table that oppression built. 
The patriarchy made the food.  

Cheap labor sewed the tablecloth. 
The guest list was exclusive. Fear was the host.  

And the people seemed happy,  
But the food tasted awful. 
Because milk and honey 

Are reserved for God’s promised day. 
So, hold onto your silverware, 

Because now that I see it, 
I can’t unsee. 

This table is about to be flipped.  
 
 
SUNG INTERLUDE                                                                                                            from Taizé 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON                             John 2:13-22 
 

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found people selling cattle, 
sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them 
out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and 
overturned their tables. He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making 
my Father’s house a marketplace!” His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will 
consume me.” The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” Jesus answered them, 
“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “This temple has been under 
construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking of the temple of his 
body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the 
scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

Friends, listen. God is still speaking. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
THE MORNING MESSSAGE     

Again & Again: We Are Shown the Way 
Rev. Aaron Lauer 
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CHORAL RESPONSE                            Turning Over Tables                                         The Brilliance 
Alex Woods and Mark Hart, vocalists; Seth Woods, percussion  

Fear runs deep, spreading like a virus 
Hate is cheap, from afar it cost you nothing 
Sister take my hand, brother we will stand 

Open up your heart and find 

Love is turning over tables, breaking off chains 
When I see you in the stranger I'm no longer a slave 

Turning over tables 
Tearing down walls 

Building up the bridges between us all 

Let courage be my willingness to listen 
So I can feel the wound inside my heart 

Let seeds of peace grow in hearts around us 
That trees of hope give shade to all people 

Sister take my hand, brother we will stand 
Open up your heart and find 

Love is turning over tables, breaking off chains 
When I see you in the stranger I'm no longer a slave 

Turning over tables 
Tearing down walls 

Building up the bridges between us all 

When will we stand for love 
Love can separate all that love has made 

We are everyone the same 
We refuse to be a brother's enemy 

We will stand for all people. 

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482  
or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------- 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Our table is wide-open to all who desire a closer relationship with God no matter  
your age, gender, station in life, sexual orientation, or faith tradition.   

 

We invite you to have a piece of bread/cracker and a small cup of juice/wine available 
so that we may share Holy Communion together as a “commune-ity,”  

no matter from where we are worshipping today.  
 
INVITATION  
 

mailto:3059686482@vtext.com
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
God of Justice, 

We are guilty of building tables. 
We have built tables that oppression dines on,  

Sexism thrives on, and racism lives on. 
 

God of Justice, 
We are guilty of forgetting where we are,  

Of turning faith into a negotiation tool 
And the church into a place for insiders. 

 
God of Justice, 

We are guilty of ignoring the point; 
For you taught that the temple was for worship 

And your message was for all. 
 

God of our hearts,  
Be in our decision making. 
Draw near to our choices. 

Forgive our mistakes. 
 

And as you do, 
Flip every table, habit, belief, or point of view that needs adjusting. 

With hope we pray for a better day. Amen.  
 
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
PRAYERS OF CONCERN AND CONSECRATION  
 
SHARING OF BREAD AND CUP  

 
THE BENEDICTION  

As you leave this time of worship,  
may your ears listen deep, far, and wide  

for God’s presence and the concerns of others. 
May your arms hold those in need. 
May your feet walk toward justice. 

May your heart trust its worth. 
May your soul dance in God’s grace. 

And may this be your rhythm— 
Again, and again, and again, 
until God’s promised day. 

In the name of the Lover, the Beloved, and Love itself, 
go with courage, go with heart, go in peace. Amen. 
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THE SUNG BENEDICTION                          
Nada te turbe, nada te espante. Quien a Dios tiene nada le falta.  

Nada te turbe, nada te espante. Solo Dios basta. 

Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten. Those who seek God shall never go wanting.  
Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten.God alone fills us. 

 
POSTLUDE                                      Etude in F Minor op 25, no 2                                              Chopin  

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 
 

JOIN US FOR CONNECTION CAFÉ 
Following the postlude, join us for our Connection Café and the opportunity to check in with the church 
family and pastors, and to learn more about what is happening each week in the life of the church. Please 
send messages through our Facebook video, the website chat, the YouTube video, or text or email Pastor 
Laurie directly at 305.968.6482 or 3059686482@vtext.com. 

 
 

 
ABOUT TODAY’S BULLETIN COVER 

Overturn by Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity, artist  
Inspired by John 2:13-22  |  Digital Painting with collage 

Artist’s statement: 
In 1965, my grandfather moved his family of six to Birmingham, AL, to become the new senior pastor 
of First Presbyterian Church. Situated downtown, First Pres sits only a few blocks away from 16th Street 
Baptist Church, the site of the 1963 bombing attack by white supremacists who killed four young girls. 
Earlier that same year, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. addressed eight prominent white clergy in his 
now famous “Letter from Birmingham Jail.” My grandfather’s predecessor was one of those clergy. 
They prompted King’s famous letter by requesting he appeal to law and order. In essence they said to 
him: “We agree with your movement, but your methods are too harsh. The demonstrations are 
destructive and causing too much backlash. You’re bringing agitators into our city. Wait for a better 
time and negotiate gently.” 
 
This is the context in which my grandfather began his ministry with First Pres. While he helped the 
church change their policy to become open to worshipers of all races (a process that undoubtedly required 
much moral fortitude), I wonder how often he, too, felt the urge of his predecessor and the other white 
clergy who had written to Dr. King. I wonder how often he preferred for justice to happen slowly, gently, 
and in an orderly manner. I think often about how that urge lives in me too. 

In this image, I wanted to freeze-frame the destruction Jesus ignites, forcing us as viewers to focus on 
the process of dismantling and destroying an oppressive system. For those who willingly or unwillingly 
benefit from systems of oppression, it may feel threatening and terrifying to see them all come tumbling 
down. But for those held within the unrelenting grip of injustice, it must be completely and utterly 
liberating. 

Again, and again, Jesus shows us that his movement is about overturning systems of oppression to bring 
forth God’s beloved community on earth. Again, and again, liberation movements throughout history 
pursue this same goal. Will we join Jesus in the overturning, or like the disciples, question his methods?  

mailto:3059686482@vtext.com
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A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! 
If you are visiting us today, we welcome you. We are grateful we have found each other. And, if 
somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a place to live out your faith, to ask 
important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you into our community. For more 
information about the church, please contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or 
LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
today and each Sunday at gablesucc.org/live 

 
 

---------------------------------------------------- 
 

FRIENDS WHO CHURCH CHECK-IN 
Join us TODAY at 12:30 p.m. 

Every Sunday, the young adults of Gables UCC are gathering for a time of check-in, reflection, and 
learning. Each week, a new leader facilitates a great conversation and encourages our growth in 
community. If you are in your 20s or 30s+ and would like to join us, contact Pastor Aaron for the Zoom 
login at AaronL@gablesucc.org or 651.252.7544. 

 
STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and friends, 
filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general church business. 
If you would like to be included, contact Drew at DrewS@gablesucc.org. 

 
IN OUR PRAYERS  

We remember all those places of war, violence and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for all people 
around the world. Today’s prayers especially include our global community as well as our own nation 
and city as all encounter the coronavirus. 

 
CHURCH PRAYER LIST  

The Called to Care Team prays together each Wednesday. They use a list compiled from your prayer 
requests texted to Pastor Laurie on Sunday morning. Contact Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482. or Carol 
Fifield, Called to Care Coordinator, at miamifife@gmail.com.  

 
GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or Google 
Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with church 
information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena Korallis, our 
Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
THE COMPASSION FUND  

We have established a “Compassion Fund” to help church family and friends in need through these 
challenging days. We invite you to give, knowing that your gift will assist those struggling to make ends 
meet. If giving through our church website, app, or by texting “GABLESUCC” to 77977, please go to 
where it says “Fund,” scroll down to the Compassion Fund, and contribute. Thank you! 
 

 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
http://gablesucc.org/live
mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org
mailto:DrewS@gablesucc.org
mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
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MIDDAY LENTEN DEVOTIONALS  
Emily Dickinson and the Poetry of Lent 

Tuesdays, through March 30 from 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. on Zoom 
 

Lent is a time of reflection and insight, a change of seasons - and Emily Dickinson, one of the world’s 
most beloved poets, was also an avid gardener and a careful observer of the natural world. In our Midday 
Lenten Devotions, biblical texts and simple, accessible practices weave together with Dickinson’s poetic 
vision, creating a 40-day journey into the heart of the holiest week of the year. Each Tuesday afternoon, 
biblical scripture and Dickinson’s poems will throw light on each other and awaken in us the holiness of 
the journey to Easter morning. 
 

To register in advance for this Zoom gathering, click the Zoom registration link below: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAucuyvqTIuGdEhsfQKhsOCK8XPNhd8SKjJ 

or go to our homepage on the Gables UCC website.  
 

Any questions, please contact Pastor Megan at MeganS@gablesucc.org. 
 

-------------------------------------------------- 
 

WISE (WELCOMING, INCLUSIVE, SUPPORTIVE, AND ENGAGED  
FOR MENTAL HEALTH) SUPPORT GROUP 

Being socially distant does not mean having to be socially isolated.  
 

Each Tuesday at 7:00 p.m., Lisa LeSueur leads a Zoom opportunity to connect with others, and to share 
stories, as well as survival strategies, for getting through these challenging times. If you are interested in 
joining, please email Lisa at LisaL@gablesucc.org and the link to the meeting will be forwarded to you.  

 
N.E.A.T. 

Second and Fourth Tuesdays of the Month at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 

  

N.E.A.T. (Network, Empower, And Transition) offers practical, motivational, emotional and spiritual 
support when facing challenges in business, career and life transitions. If interested, send an 
email to Suely Piraino Argianas at suely@crownecoaching.com.  

 
GABLES UCC WALKING GROUP  

Every Wednesday, through March 31 at 6:00 p.m. 
Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf Course and 
back. Walk at your own pace. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade Shop on Columbus Blvd. 
and leave the church together as we begin our walk at 6:00 p.m. sharp. You may choose to walk slowly 
or quickly, with a friend or alone. Please bring a face mask and flashlight.  

 
LENTEN VESPERS FROM THE CELTIC TRADITION 

Wednesdays, through March 31 at 6:30 p.m.  
Watch online at gablesucc.org/live 

You are invited to these contemplative evening online worship services, with prayers and liturgy 
informed by the Celtic tradition. These services invite you to enter a place of peace, prayer, and reflection. 
Musically, you will hear expressions taken from beautiful Celtic music. Experience this calming service 
amid the busyness and demands of daily living.   

 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAucuyvqTIuGdEhsfQKhsOCK8XPNhd8SKjJ
mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
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FROM SELF CARE TO SOCIAL JUSTICE:  
How Yoga and Meditation Prepare Us to Be Justice Seekers 
Wednesday, March 10 from 7:15 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. on Zoom 

 

Join us for an immersive, online experience that combines gentle yoga, meditation, and restorative 
breathing with a deep connection to our work for social justice. Led by Michelle Douglas of Root to 
Rise Yoga in NYC, this innovative class will engage your body, breath, and heart in ways that are 
accessible to everyone. It will also connect us to our unique commitments to justice in the world. 
Michelle has been a yoga instructor since 2016 and believes that in order to see systemic change, we 
must first do the inner work and awaken the love inside of us. Sponsored by the Board of Justice and 
Witness.  

Register here: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUsduqqpz8rG9QVd6mRI2t-YF4mJFzwaL0R 

 

----------------------------------------- 

UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI/GABLES UCC THERAPY STUDY 
Through a partnership with the University of Miami Graduate Psychology Department,  
we are pleased to offer two therapeutic opportunities on Thursday evenings by Zoom. 

 

General Group 
Have you been struggling with depression, anxiety, relationship difficulties, or other psychological 
stresses? If so, you may be eligible to participate in a free culturally informed, religiously-based group 
therapy as part of a research study aimed at improving treatment for these conditions. Pastor Laurie is 
serving as a consultant along with Dr. Amy Weisman, Ph.D., Associate Professor/Fellow, Association 
for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies, Department of Psychology at the University of Miami. During 
the treatment, clinicians will provide education on mental health, as well as techniques to assist in coping 
with psychological stress. All sessions are free. If you are interested, please call 305.284.5455 or 
miamiCIT@gmail.com to set up your baseline interview. 

 
SMI Group 

Have you been diagnosed with schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, or another psychotic spectrum disorder? 
If so, you may be eligible to participate in a free culturally informed, religious-based group therapy that 
is part of a research study aimed at improving treatment for these specific conditions. During the 
treatment, clinicians will provide education on psychotic spectrum disorders, as well as offer techniques 
to cope with mental illness. All therapy sessions are free. If you are interested, please call 305.284.5455 
or email miamiCIT@gmail.com to set up an initial meeting and to join the group.  
 

----------------------------------------- 

GARDEN WARRIORS 
Saturday, February 13 

9:00 a.m. on the Church Grounds 
 

If you like to garden, pull weeds, plant flowers or just help make the exterior landscape of our historic 
church beautiful, then join us for a Garden Warriors’ workday. All volunteers will be welcomed and 
appreciated (kids too)! Wearing of masks and social distancing will be required. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUsduqqpz8rG9QVd6mRI2t-YF4mJFzwaL0R
mailto:miamiCIT@gmail.com
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ADULT EDUCATION LENTEN STUDY 
Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week 

Sundays, February 21 - March 28 from 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. on Zoom 
Mark Wolfe, facilitator 

In Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week, author, professor, and biblical 
scholar Amy-Jill Levine explores the biblical texts surrounding the Passion story. She shows us how the 
text raises ethical and spiritual questions for the reader, and how we all face risk in our Christian 
experience. Each Sunday we will view a video segment from Dr. Levine. Please register in advance by 
going to our homepage on the Gables UCC website or by clicking this link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZErcuGgrDsuGNcO4K6k3oA_QgEmz6iPMZmU 
 

HIGH SCHOOL STUDY 
The Awakened Life: Meditation and Mindfulness for High Schoolers  

Sundays, March 14 and 21 from 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.in the Courtyard 
Join Pastor Aaron for an in-person class on mindfulness and the abundant life. We will have breakfast 
together, learn meditation and spiritual practices, and reflect on the abundant life in God. Attendance at 
all sessions is highly encouraged! 

 
LENTEN SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH 

SENSE: Remembering the Life, Teachings and Resurrection of Jesus 
Sundays, through March 21, 2021 from Noon – 1:00 p.m. on Zoom 

*Except Sunday, March 7 when we will meet in person in the Catalonia House backyard. 
Join Pastor Megan as we explore the Lenten season using our senses and several spiritual practices.  
Don’t have the SENSE Journal or the Zoom link yet? Contact Pastor Megan at MeganS@gablesucc.org. 

 
SPIRITUAL FORMATION FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 

A Family Journey through The Season of Lent, 
With Zoom gatherings on Sundays through March 28, 2021 

All families in PreK-3 through fifth grade are invited on a special journey using the Lenten stories of our 
faith. Pastor Megan will send each family a packet that contains stories, questions, and activities 
matching for the Lenten season. Families will also receive weekly story videos and music time videos 
with Ms. Alex and Zoom links for Sunday School. If you have any questions or have not received your 
packet, please contact Pastor Megan at MeganS@gablesucc.org. 

 

---------------------------------------------------------- 
 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 
Store Hours: Thursdays – Saturdays from 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Located on the Columbus Boulevard Side of the Church  
 

Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing countries build strong, local economies. These 
skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while crafting sustainable products that do not harm the 
environment. No child labor is used. Women’s lives are changed as they support their families with the 
dignity and pride of their work. Come and safely shop (masks required) in support of our justice ministry. 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZErcuGgrDsuGNcO4K6k3oA_QgEmz6iPMZmU
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PACT (PEOPLE ACTING FOR COMMUNITY TOGETHER) 
Monday, March 15 at 7:30 p.m. 

Online or Drive-In 
 

Affordable housing, gun violence, community IDs, and police reform: these are all big problems in 
Miami-Dade County. And you can be a part of the solution! Join us for our annual PACT Nehemiah 
Action, a gathering of over 1,500 Miami residents for justice in our community! We plan to have Miami-
Dade Mayor Daniella Levine-Cava, Director of Police Alfredo Ramirez, and a number of county 
commissioners in attendance.  
 

Register for Online: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ILgaDd0JRTGr9T2V-KH5Bw 

 
Register for Drive-In at Dezerland Park, 14401 NE 19th Ave. North Miami, 33181: 

https://forms.gle/FQwVQFpaH9Ne4stP8 
 

-------------------------------------------------- 
 

TEXAS RELIEF  
We have seen the horrendous destruction and struggles of so many in Texas due to record-low 
temperatures, loss of power, snow, and ice damage, and so much more last week. The UCC, because of 
your contributions to our local church and then our giving to the wider church through Our Church’s 
Wider Mission, have arrived in Texas on your behalf to tend to those who are in desperate need. Our 
partners in Texas have already secured water, food, safe housing, and clean-up, but the need is far from 
over. If you would like to give for Texas relief, we invite you to click the link below, use the church app, 
or to text "GablesUCC" to 77977 and click on "Texas Relief" in the drop-down menu. The link is: 
https://ppay.co/AcTOaOQHaTk 

 
REMEMBER: 

These are the times that call upon our faith—times like this, when we and those around us need 
assurance that we’re not alone, and that together we will get through whatever lies ahead. Now is 
the time to draw close to God in prayer, and to one another in acts of compassion and care. If you 
are in need of groceries, a meal, conversation, a pharmacy run, or anything else, let us know. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ILgaDd0JRTGr9T2V-KH5Bw
https://forms.gle/FQwVQFpaH9Ne4stP8
https://gablesucc.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec1ae52cda2ddabc569d1b2e9&id=1461d1abac&e=2559c8ea10
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