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WELCOME 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.    

 
 

We invite you to be a part of our community of faith, 
to be blessed by God’s grace in our midst. 

We invite you to grow spiritually, and to find welcome at God’s table. 
Our vision is to be an inclusive, vibrant, alive, witnessing community of faith. 

 

Know that in this church you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 
Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight, and in-between;  
the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  
the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 
 

THE LENTEN JOURNEY AT GABLES UCC 
Theme: Again & Again: A Lenten Refrain  

Online Sunday Worship at 11:00 a.m.  
 

In Lent, we’re reminded that, again and again, suffering and brokenness find us. We doubt again, we 
lament again, we mess up again. And yet, in the midst of the pain and chaos of our lives, God offers a 
sacred refrain: I choose you. I love you. I will lead you to peace. Again, and again, God breaks the cycle 

and offers a new way forward. 
 

Join us throughout this holy time to remember and be transformed. Even while 
worshipping apart, we come to God again and again with our prayers, our 
dreams, our hopes, and our doubts. In this sacred journey, we will continue to 
love God with the same persistence God chooses and claims us. Again, and 
again, let us bring all of who we are to God and trust that God will meet us, time 
and again, along the way.  

 
Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard ~ Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ 
www.gablesucc.org 

 

CCLI License # 11282912 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
March 28, 2021                              Our faith is over 2000 years old                                        11:00 a.m.   

Our thinking is not. 
 

 
 
 

 

PALM SUNDAY  
Fear is a reaction. Courage is a decision. 

                                                                             ~ Sir Winston Churchill  
 

GATHERING MUSIC                                   The Palms                                                    arr. DeCesare 
                                                             Concerto for Two Trumpets                                          Manfredini  
                                   Hosanna, Loud Hosanna with Ride On, Ride On in Majesty             arr. DeCesare 

Jim Hacker and Jeff Kaye, trumpets 
Dr. Ron Morgan, organ; Dr. Greg Taylor, piano  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS     

Please check your screen for upcoming events and programs 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    
 

Thank you for signing in online.  
We love knowing where everyone is worshipping from today.  

 

Please use your smartphone to check in on Facebook; 
 let your family and friends know that you are at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at gablesucc.org/live. 

 

Be sure to “like” us at facebook.com/gablesucc. 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME                                                                         
 
OPENING SONG                                         The Holy City                                                           Adams 

Brandon Mowry, vocalist  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  

The story of faith is a story of courage. 
It took courage for John the Baptist to prepare the way. 
It took courage for Mary to say, “Here I am. Use me.” 

It took courage for the disciples to drop their nets and follow Jesus. 
It took courage for the paralyzed man’s friends to lower him through the roof. 

It took courage for Peter to walk on water. 
It took courage for Zacchaeus to give half of his possessions to the poor. 

It took courage for Jesus to enter Jerusalem on a donkey. 
Faith has never been easy. It is a journey of courage. 

Again and again, God, show us the way. 
Let us worship a brave and courageous God. 

http://gablesucc.org/live
http://facebook.com/mycgcc
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OPENING HYMN                        All Glory, Laud and Honor   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 

No matter from where you are worshipping with us today; 
no matter the concerns, worries, or joys that you bring; 

no matter your background or social status; your race, culture, faith tradition, 
or sexual orientation, we offer to you the peace of Christ this day. Peace be with you! 

 

 
If you are gathered with others, share the peace of Christ with one another. 
 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace of Christ with them. 
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THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Luke David Anderson  

 
THE INVITATION  

THE PARENTS’ COVENANT  

THE CHURCH'S COVENANT     

PRAYER OF BAPTISM 

THE ACT OF BAPTISM  

INTRODUCTION TO THE CHURCH FAMILY  

A SONG OF WELCOME FOR LUKE 
Anthony Cabrera, vocalist 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON                             John 12:12-16 
The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming to 
Jerusalem.  So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, shouting, 
“Hosanna! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord— 
    the King of Israel!” 
Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; as it is written: 
 “Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion. 
Look, your king is coming, 
    sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 
His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they 
remembered that these things had been written of him and had been done to him. 
 

Friends, listen. God is still speaking. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
ANTHEM                                                        Jerusalem                                                Cross and Davis  

Anthony Cabrera, Charmyn Kirton, Brandon Mowry, Alex Woods; vocalists  
Seth Patterson, percussion  

 
THE MORNING MESSSAGE     

Again & Again: We Draw on Courage    
The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner 

 
CHORAL RESPONSE                            Ride On, King Jesus                                     Arr. Hall Johnson  

Charmyn Kirton; vocalist  

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482  
or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com. 

 
THE MORNING PRAYERS  
 

mailto:3059686482@vtext.com
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CLOSING HYMN                        God of Grace and God of Glory  

BENEDICTION                          
As this service ends, our service to the work of the Gospel begins. 

Remember, vulnerability requires courage. 
Relationships require courage. 

Advocacy and justice require courage. 
Facing our privilege requires courage. 

Faith requires courage. 
Friends, let us do hard things, trusting that God is always there, 

cheering us on, in every courageous act. Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE                                      Trumpet Duet from Bonduca                              Henry Purcell 

Jim Hacker and Jeff Kaye, trumpets 
Dr. Ron Morgan, organ  
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JOIN US FOR CONNECTION CAFÉ 
Following the postlude, join us for our Connection Café and the opportunity to check in with the church 
family and pastors, and to learn more about what is happening each week in the life of the church. Please 
send messages through our Facebook video, the website chat, the YouTube video, or text or email Pastor 
Laurie directly at 305.968.6482 or 3059686482@vtext.com. 

 
 
 

 
A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! 

If you are visiting us today, we welcome you. We are grateful we have found each other. And, if 
somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a place to live out your faith, to ask 
important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you into our community. For more 
information about the church, please contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or 
LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
today and each Sunday at gablesucc.org/live 

 
STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and friends, 
filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general church business. 
If you would like to be included, contact Drew at DrewS@gablesucc.org. 

 
------------------------------------------------------- 

 
ABOUT TODAY’S BULLETIN COVER 

Through the Palms by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman, artist 
Inspired by John 12:1-19 | Hand-carved block printed with oil-based ink on paper 

 

Jesus lies down on the donkey’s back, steeling himself before his journey through the palms. He has a 
target on his back—he’s a disruption to the status quo upheld by the Pharisees and Chief Priests, and a 
threat to the power of the empire. His friend Lazarus is caught up in it all too. I imagine as he closes his 
eyes and strokes the donkey’s hair, he hears the anguish in Mary and Martha’s voices as they cried out 
to him, wondering why he took so long. I imagine he smells the pungent fragrance of the burial perfume 
poured on his feet, bringing into clarity the reality of his impending death. I imagine he sees the judgment 
on Judas’ face as he was scrutinized for wasting perfume and neglecting those in desperate need. 
 

Jesus plans to enter the city in a way that symbolically subverts power, taking a route opposite of the 
military leaders who oversee the festival celebrations. His entry would make a definitive statement, 
imaging an alternative kind of power, a servant leader riding an humble donkey. He knew this act would 
inch him closer to state-sanctioned torture and death. 
 

We are in a time when we need to draw on courage to call into question the structures that uphold systems 
of oppression. We are in a time when we need to subvert the powerful and protect the vulnerable. The 
crowds close in on Jesus. Some lift their hands in praise, others point accusingly. I hope this image serves 
as a reminder to call upon God for the courage you need, to rest and recharge for the work ahead. But I 
hope it also heartens you to move forward in courage, even in the midst of great resistance, toward the 
work God is calling you into. 

mailto:3059686482@vtext.com
mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
http://gablesucc.org/live
mailto:DrewS@gablesucc.org
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FRIENDS WHO CHURCH CHECK-IN 
Join us TODAY at 12:30 p.m. 

Every Sunday, the young adults of Gables UCC are gathering for a time of check-in, reflection, and 
learning. Each week, a new leader facilitates a great conversation and encourages our growth in 
community. If you are in your 20s or 30s+ and would like to join us, contact Pastor Aaron for the Zoom 
login at AaronL@gablesucc.org or 651.252.7544. 

 
GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or Google 
Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with church 
information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena Korallis, our 
Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
CHURCH PRAYER LIST  

The Called to Care Team prays together each Wednesday. They use a list compiled from your prayer 
requests texted to Pastor Laurie on Sunday morning. Contact Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482. or Carol 
Fifield, Called to Care Coordinator, at miamifife@gmail.com.  

 
THE COMPASSION FUND  

We have established a “Compassion Fund” to help church family and friends in need through these 
challenging days. We invite you to give, knowing that your gift will assist those struggling to make ends 
meet. If giving through our church website, app, or by texting “GABLESUCC” to 77977, please go to 
where it says “Fund,” scroll down to the Compassion Fund, and contribute. Thank you! 

 
LENTEN DEVOTIONALS  

Emily Dickinson and the Poetry of Lent 
Each Tuesday through March 30 from 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. on Zoom 

 

In our Midday Lenten Devotions, biblical texts and simple, accessible practices weave together with 
Dickinson’s poetic vision, creating a 40-day journey into the heart of the holiest week of the year. Each 
Tuesday afternoon, biblical scripture and Dickinson’s poems will throw light on each other and awaken 
in us the holiness of the journey to Easter morning. 
 

To register in advance for this Zoom gathering, click the Zoom registration link below: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAucuyvqTIuGdEhsfQKhsOCK8XPNhd8SKjJ 

or go to our homepage on the Gables UCC website.  
 

Any questions, please contact Pastor Megan at MeganS@gablesucc.org. 
 

------------------------------------------------------ 
 

WISE (WELCOMING, INCLUSIVE, SUPPORTIVE, AND ENGAGED  
FOR MENTAL HEALTH) SUPPORT GROUP 

Being socially distant does not mean having to be socially isolated.  
 

Each Tuesday at 7:00 p.m., Lisa LeSueur leads a Zoom opportunity to connect with others, and to share 
stories, as well as survival strategies, for getting through these challenging times. If you are interested in 
joining, please email Lisa at LisaL@gablesucc.org and the link to the meeting will be forwarded to you.  

 

mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAucuyvqTIuGdEhsfQKhsOCK8XPNhd8SKjJ
mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org


9 
 

GABLES UCC WALKING GROUP  
Every Wednesday, through April 21 at 6:00 p.m. 

Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf Course and 
back. Walk at your own pace. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade Shop on Columbus Blvd. 
and leave the church together as we begin our walk at 6:00 p.m. sharp. You may choose to walk slowly 
or quickly, with a friend or alone. Please bring a face mask and flashlight.  

 
LENTEN VESPERS FROM THE CELTIC TRADITION 

Wednesdays, through March 31 at 6:30 p.m.  
Watch online at gablesucc.org/live 

You are invited to these contemplative evening online worship services, with prayers and liturgy 
informed by the Celtic tradition. These services invite you to enter a place of peace, prayer, and reflection. 
Musically, you will hear expressions taken from beautiful Celtic music. Experience this calming service 
amid the busyness and demands of daily living.   
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY  
Thursday, April 1 at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary and Online  

Darkness, quiet, contemplative music, communion, and Tenebrae (the extinguishing of lights0 are the 
marks of this annual meaningful service that marks the night of Jesus’ betrayal. As you watch at home, 
please have a piece of bread/cracker and a small cup of juice/wine ready so that we may share Holy 
Communion together. To attend the service in person, make a reservation at gablesucc.org/maundy-
thursday. All safety measures will be in place including required mask wearing and physical distancing.  

 
GOOD FRIDAY TRILINGUAL SERVICE ONLINE 

Friday, April 2 at 12:00 Noon 
It has been said that you can’t have Easter without Good Friday. Only when our hearts break open with 
compassion for the One who suffered can we truly appreciate the new life represented by Easter. Be with 
us for this brief, yet powerful service as we mark through scripture, prayer, and music, the passion of 
Jesus in the three languages representative of our three congregations: Spanish, German, and English.  
The service ends as we shroud the cross in anticipation of its blooming forth with beautiful flowers on 
Easter Sunday.  
 

---------------------------------------------------------- 
 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 
Store Hours: Wednesday – Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Open on Easter Sunday before and after the outdoor service at 9:00 a.m.  
Located on the Columbus Boulevard Side of the Church  

 
 

Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing countries build strong, local economies. These 
skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while crafting sustainable products that do not harm the 
environment. No child labor is used. Women’s lives are changed as they support their families with the 
dignity and pride of their work. Come and safely shop (masks required) in support of our justice ministry. 
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NEW SHOE COLLECTION FOR THOSE IN NEED 

The Board of Justice and Witness is now collecting NEW pairs of athletic shoes and socks for the 
homelessness ministry of First United Methodist Church. All donations should be received by 
Wednesday, March 31. All new shoes will be accepted with men’s sizes 9 through 11 the highest need! 
First UMC will distribute the shoes as a part of the annual Foot Washing Outreach event in April.  

 
 

You can bring your donations to the church Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. OR you can send 
donations through Amazon/Target/etc. to the church addressed to Pastor Aaron, 3010 DeSoto Blvd. Coral 
Gables, FL 33134. Any questions, please contact Pastor Aaron at AaronL@gablesucc.org or 
651.252.7544. 

------------------------------------------- 

INQUIRER’S GATHERING  
Sunday, April 11 at 1:00 p.m. on Zoom  

We have loved having so many visitors and guests with us online over these past months. Together we 
have built a virtual community of worship, support, and care. One of the things we have learned is that 
we don’t need a building to be a church and you don’t need to be local to be part of the church family.  
 

Would you like to know more about Coral Gables Congregational UCC? Our history, what we value, the 
things we do, and what we stand for? Are you even interested in knowing more about membership at the 
church? If you are interested in “inquiring” more about the church or what it means to be a church 
member, please join us for a special Inquirer’s Gathering on Sunday, April 11 via Zoom. We look forward 
to welcoming you, meeting you, and having you meet more of our church family as well as learning more 
about the church. Please register at the link below:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAtc-6vrTIuH9CsE_ByCdeIDZHZRRr9hGQR 
  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAtc-6vrTIuH9CsE_ByCdeIDZHZRRr9hGQR


Easter Services
Sunday, April 4

OUTDOOR SERVICE AT 9:00 A.M. IN PERSON

TRADITIONAL SERVICE AT 11:00 A.M. ONLINE

SPANISH LANGUAGE SERVICE AT 1:00 P.M. ONLINE
¡La Pascua en Coral Gables UCC en el Servicio Hispano, es un momento alegre para toda
la familia! Celebraremos la libertad que Jesús nos concedió. Este es un momento
increíble para compartir las buenas nuevas de Jesús en nuestra comunidad, en nuestro
hogar y en esta congregación. ¡Nos gustaría esta oportunidad de darle la bienvenida al
Servicio en Español mientras celebramos a nuestro Señor y Salvador Resucitado,
Jesucristo!

GERMAN LANGUAGE SERVICE AT 3:00 P.M. ONLINE

Bring your own lawn chair and mask and enjoy the beauty of the outdoors as we sing,
shout, and pray our alleluias! Or, you can stay in your car and catch us on FM 87.9. 

Following the service, toddlers through fifth graders will share in a safe Easter Egg
Hunt while everyone else enjoys our Easter cookie, OJ, and mimosa bar. Be sure to get
your annual family portrait at the beautiful flowering Easter cross.

Join us for this joy filled and festive service as we celebrate the resurrection with
beautiful music, an inspiring message, and hope-filled prayers. 

Alle sind herzlich eingeladen, in diesem Gottesdienst gemeinsam mit anderen
deutschen Kirchengemeinden in Florida das älteste und wichtigste Fest im
Kirchenjahr zu feiern: Ostern, das Fest der Auferstehung Christi!

Again & Again, The Sun Rises



Dolly Parton
S U N D A Y ,  A P R I L  1 1  A T  1 1 : 0 0  A . M .

T H E  G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O

Dolly Parton’s flamboyant, exaggerated, 
country girl-meets-Hollywood look, one 
of the most identifiable in American 
culture, often belies her incredible talent 
as a songwriter, performer, and actress 
who has entertained millions of fans for 
over five decades. It has been said that 
Dolly’s songs are beacons of hope and 
inspiration in fearful and difficult seasons. 

The music will be performed by local professional 
musicians featuring singer Ashley Levin, a former 
contestant on the TV show The Voice. 

You can join us online  or in person by reservation. 
Be with us for a worship serviceof soul-stirring, 
thought-provoking, joy-inducing music.

Reserve your seat in the Sanctuary at 
https://gablesucc.org/dolly-parton/.

Join us online at https://gablesucc.org/live.

https://gablesucc.org/dolly-parton
https://gablesucc.org/live
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