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WELCOME 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.    

 
 

We invite you to be a part of our community of faith, 
to be blessed by God’s grace in our midst. 

We invite you to grow spiritually, and to find welcome at God’s table. 
Our vision is to be an inclusive, vibrant, alive, witnessing community of faith. 

 

Know that in this church you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 
Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight, and in-between;  
the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  
the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 
 

THE LENTEN JOURNEY AT GABLES UCC 
Theme: Again & Again: A Lenten Refrain  

Online Sunday Worship at 11:00 a.m. through March 28  
 

In Lent, we’re reminded that, again and again, suffering and brokenness find us. We doubt again, we 
lament again, we mess up again. And yet, in the midst of the pain and chaos of our lives, God offers a 
sacred refrain: I choose you. I love you. I will lead you to peace. Again, and again, God breaks the cycle 

and offers a new way forward. 
 

Join us throughout this holy time to remember and be transformed. Even while 
worshipping apart, we come to God again and again with our prayers, our 
dreams, our hopes, and our doubts. In this sacred journey, we will continue to 
love God with the same persistence God chooses and claims us. Again, and 
again, let us bring all of who we are to God and trust that God will meet us, time 
and again, along the way.  

 
Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard ~ Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ 
www.gablesucc.org 

 

CCLI License # 11282912 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
March 21, 2021                              Our faith is over 2000 years old                                        11:00 a.m.   

Our thinking is not. 
 

 
 
 

 
AGAIN & AGAIN: A LENTEN REFRAIN  

 
GATHERING MUSIC                                 Piano Selections 

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 
 

                                                     Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley                           Anna Laura Page  
The Handbell Choir  

  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS     

Please check your screen for upcoming events and programs 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    
 

Thank you for signing in online.  
We love knowing where everyone is worshipping from today.  

 

Please use your smartphone to check in on Facebook; 
 let your family and friends know that you are at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at gablesucc.org/live. 

 

Be sure to “like” us at facebook.com/gablesucc. 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME                                                                         
The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner 

 
OPENING HYMN                                 The Old Rugged Cross  

 

 

On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, the emblem of suffering and shame; 
And I love that old cross where the dearest and best for a world of lost sinners was slain. 

Refrain: 
So I'll cherish the old rugged cross, till my trophies at last I lay down; 

I will cling to the old rugged cross, and exchange it some day for a crown. 

Oh, that old rugged cross, so despised by the world, has a wondrous attraction for me; 
For the dear Lamb of God left the glory of heaven to bear it to cold Calvary. [Refrain] 

To the old rugged cross I will ever be true, its shame and reproach gladly bear; 
When God calls me some day to my home far away, there God's glory forever I'll share. [Refrain] 

 

http://gablesucc.org/live
http://facebook.com/mycgcc


4 
 

POETIC REFLECTION                           Keep Digging                                                         Sarah Are  
 

I can feel change inside of me. 
It’s a slow burn.  
Change usually starts out hot— 
Defensive and angry,  
A self-righteous blanket  
Of, “I am right and here’s why . . .” I wrap it 
around my shoulders Like a barricade.  
I fight the temptation to lean forward, To play the 
challenger, To argue with confidence.  
 
But in time, Almost always, 
The heat fades. 
The air leaves the balloon. The audacity of 
it all Starts to wear off.   
And eventually,  
What I am left with Is myself And a 
big, open sky.  
It’s colder here. 
It’s quieter.  
I can hear my thoughts.  
 
And in this big, wide openness I am able to 
say out loud, “Maybe I wasn’t right.  
Maybe I need to learn.  
Maybe it’s time for change.  
Maybe that’s okay.” 
 
And if I’m quiet, and if I’m paying attention,  
I can usually hear God whisper inside of me,  
“Good work, my child. Now keep digging.”  
 
 SUNG INTERLUDE                                                                                                            from Taizé 
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SCRIPTURE LESSON                             John 12:20-33 
 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks.  They came to Philip, who 
was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.”  Philip went and told 
Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus.  Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for 
the Chosen One to be glorified.  Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and 
dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.  Those who love their life lose it, 
and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.  Whoever serves me must follow 
me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, will be honored by Abba God. 

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Abba, save me from this hour?’ No, it is for this 
reason that I have come to this hour.  Abba, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I 
have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.”  The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was 
thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.”  Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your 
sake, not for mine.  Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven 
out.  And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.”  He said this to indicate 
the kind of death he was to die. 

Friends, listen. God is still speaking. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
THE MORNING MESSSAGE     

Again & Again: We Are Changed   
The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner 

 
CHORAL RESPONSE                 This Is a Day of New Beginnings                               Brian Wren  

Brandon Mowry and Greg Jackson, vocalists  

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482  
or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com. 

This is a day of new beginnings, time to remember and move on, 
time to believe what love is bringing, laying to rest the pain that's gone. 

For by the life and death of Jesus, love's mighty Spirit, now as then, 
can make for us a world of difference, as faith and hope are born again. 

Then let us, with the Spirit's daring, step from the past and leave behind 
our disappointment, guilt, and grieving, seeking new paths, and sure to find. 

In faith we’ll gather ‘round the table to taste and share what love can do. 
This is a day of new beginnings – our God is making all things new. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

mailto:3059686482@vtext.com
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THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Our table is wide-open to all who desire a closer relationship with God no matter  

your age, gender, station in life, sexual orientation, or faith tradition.   
 

 
We invite you to have a piece of bread/cracker and a small cup of juice/wine available 

so that we may share Holy Communion together as a “commune-ity,”  
no matter from where we are worshipping today.  

 
INVITATION  
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 

Gracious God, 
We want to see you. 

We want to be known as the people who looked for Jesus; 
But not only that, we want to be people who have your covenant written on our hearts. 

 

Why do we feel so far away from that at times? 
What went wrong? 

Where did we lose our way? 
Could you, would you, once again, write on our fragile hearts? 

 

We would be so grateful. 
Amen. 

 
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
PRAYERS OF CONCERN AND CONSECRATION  
 
SHARING OF BREAD AND CUP  

 
THE BENEDICTION  

As you leave this time of worship,  
May you know that every week is a new week, 
Another chance to say: “Here I am. Use me.” 

 

Every day is a new day, another chance to say: 
“Thank you for yesterday. Thank you for tomorrow.” 

 

Every hour is a new hour, another chance to say, “make me new.” 
 

We do not come to worship to stay the same. 
We come to be changed. 

May this be your rhythm— 
Again, and again, and again, 
until God’s promised day. 

 

In the name of the Lover, the Beloved, and Love itself, 
go with courage, go with heart, go in peace. Amen. 
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THE SUNG BENEDICTION                          
Nada te turbe, nada te espante. Quien a Dios tiene nada le falta.  

Nada te turbe, nada te espante. Solo Dios basta. 

Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten. Those who seek God shall never go wanting.  
Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten.God alone fills us. 

 
POSTLUDE                                      Etude in F Minor Op 10 no 9                                              Chopin 

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 

JOIN US FOR CONNECTION CAFÉ 
Following the postlude, join us for our Connection Café and the opportunity to check in with the church 
family and pastors, and to learn more about what is happening each week in the life of the church. Please 
send messages through our Facebook video, the website chat, the YouTube video, or text or email Pastor 
Laurie directly at 305.968.6482 or 3059686482@vtext.com. 

 
 

 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! 
If you are visiting us today, we welcome you. We are grateful we have found each other. And, if 
somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a place to live out your faith, to ask 
important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you into our community. For more 
information about the church, please contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or 
LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
today and each Sunday at gablesucc.org/live 

 
ABOUT TODAY’S BULLETIN COVER 

Drawn to Love by Hannah Garrity, artist  
Inspired by John 12:20-33 | Paper lace 

I love borders. I place them in my artwork so that I can break them. They set up a reiteration of balance; 
they allow for a secondary or tertiary focal point. They introduce a conversation. In this image, the border 
allows for variation in the foreground and separation in the sky. The wheat breaks through the border. 
The horizon continues past the border. What are the metaphors within this imagery? People are drawn to 
Jesus, drawn to love. I portray God’s voice with cumulonimbus clouds, the clouds of thunderstorms. As 
they move upward toward the heavens, they become wheat and doves. 
 

The image incorporates a border representing the loving constraints that Jesus’ ministry places on our 
lives and choices. What would Jesus do? Jesus would love. The wheat grows beyond the border of life; 
the wheat brings forth a standard of daring love. “Those who love their life lose it” (John 12:25). The 
wheat breaks the border, it dances with the voice of God, it is not cautious, it is not scarce. It is love. 

 
FRIENDS WHO CHURCH CHECK-IN 

Join us TODAY at 12:30 p.m. 
Every Sunday, the young adults of Gables UCC are gathering for a time of check-in, reflection, and 
learning. Each week, a new leader facilitates a great conversation and encourages our growth in 
community. If you are in your 20s or 30s+ and would like to join us, contact Pastor Aaron for the Zoom 
login at AaronL@gablesucc.org or 651.252.7544. 

mailto:3059686482@vtext.com
mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
http://gablesucc.org/live
mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org
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STAY IN TOUCH 
Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and friends, 
filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general church business. 
If you would like to be included, contact Drew at DrewS@gablesucc.org. 

 
IN OUR PRAYERS  

We remember all those places of war, violence and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for all people 
around the world. Today’s prayers especially include our global community as well as our own nation 
and city as all encounter the coronavirus. 

 
CHURCH PRAYER LIST  

The Called to Care Team prays together each Wednesday. They use a list compiled from your prayer 
requests texted to Pastor Laurie on Sunday morning. Contact Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482. or Carol 
Fifield, Called to Care Coordinator, at miamifife@gmail.com.  

 
GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or Google 
Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with church 
information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena Korallis, our 
Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
THE COMPASSION FUND  

We have established a “Compassion Fund” to help church family and friends in need through these 
challenging days. We invite you to give, knowing that your gift will assist those struggling to make ends 
meet. If giving through our church website, app, or by texting “GABLESUCC” to 77977, please go to 
where it says “Fund,” scroll down to the Compassion Fund, and contribute. Thank you! 

----------------------------------------- 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  

We gather virtually as we knit or crochet prayer shawls to wrap those in need with our love and prayers. 
Grab a cup of tea and your knitting needles or crochet hook and join in the fun by going to:  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89701197995?pwd=bWwvZktpWm1hVmlkWExVNHlEdjRDdz09 
 

If you have any questions, please be in touch with Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org. 
 

LENTEN DEVOTIONALS  
Emily Dickinson and the Poetry of Lent 

Each Tuesday through March 30 from 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. on Zoom 
 

In our Midday Lenten Devotions, biblical texts and simple, accessible practices weave together with 
Dickinson’s poetic vision, creating a 40-day journey into the heart of the holiest week of the year. Each 
Tuesday afternoon, biblical scripture and Dickinson’s poems will throw light on each other and awaken 
in us the holiness of the journey to Easter morning. 
 

To register in advance for this Zoom gathering, click the Zoom registration link below: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAucuyvqTIuGdEhsfQKhsOCK8XPNhd8SKjJ 

or go to our homepage on the Gables UCC website.  
 

Any questions, please contact Pastor Megan at MeganS@gablesucc.org. 
 

mailto:DrewS@gablesucc.org
mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89701197995?pwd=bWwvZktpWm1hVmlkWExVNHlEdjRDdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAucuyvqTIuGdEhsfQKhsOCK8XPNhd8SKjJ
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WISE (WELCOMING, INCLUSIVE, SUPPORTIVE, AND ENGAGED  
FOR MENTAL HEALTH) SUPPORT GROUP 

Being socially distant does not mean having to be socially isolated.  
 

Each Tuesday at 7:00 p.m., Lisa LeSueur leads a Zoom opportunity to connect with others, and to share 
stories, as well as survival strategies, for getting through these challenging times. If you are interested in 
joining, please email Lisa at LisaL@gablesucc.org and the link to the meeting will be forwarded to you.  

 
N.E.A.T. 

Second and Fourth Tuesdays of the Month at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 

  

N.E.A.T. (Network, Empower, And Transition) offers practical, motivational, emotional and spiritual 
support when facing challenges in business, career and life transitions. If interested, send an 
email to Suely Piraino Argianas at suely@crownecoaching.com.  

 
GABLES UCC WALKING GROUP  

Every Wednesday, through March 31 at 6:00 p.m. 
Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf Course and 
back. Walk at your own pace. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade Shop on Columbus Blvd. 
and leave the church together as we begin our walk at 6:00 p.m. sharp. You may choose to walk slowly 
or quickly, with a friend or alone. Please bring a face mask and flashlight.  

 
LENTEN VESPERS FROM THE CELTIC TRADITION 

Wednesdays, through March 31 at 6:30 p.m.  
Watch online at gablesucc.org/live 

You are invited to these contemplative evening online worship services, with prayers and liturgy 
informed by the Celtic tradition. These services invite you to enter a place of peace, prayer, and reflection. 
Musically, you will hear expressions taken from beautiful Celtic music. Experience this calming service 
amid the busyness and demands of daily living.   
 

A SPECIAL EDITION OF GARDEN WARRIOR’S  
Saturday, March 27 in preparation for Easter  

9:00 a.m. on the Church Grounds 
 

If you like to garden, pull weeds, plant flowers, or just help make the exterior landscape of our historic 
church beautiful, then join us for a Garden Warriors’ workday. All volunteers will be welcomed and 
appreciated (kids too)! Wearing of masks and social distancing will be required. 

 
ADULT EDUCATION LENTEN STUDY 

Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week 
Sundays, February 21 - March 28 from 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. on Zoom 

Mark Wolfe, facilitator 
In Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week, author, professor, and biblical 
scholar Amy-Jill Levine explores the biblical texts surrounding the Passion story. She shows us how the 
text raises ethical and spiritual questions for the reader, and how we all face risk in our Christian 
experience. Each Sunday we will view a video segment from Dr. Levine. Please register in advance by 
going to our homepage on the Gables UCC website or by clicking this link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZErcuGgrDsuGNcO4K6k3oA_QgEmz6iPMZmU 

mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZErcuGgrDsuGNcO4K6k3oA_QgEmz6iPMZmU
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SPIRITUAL FORMATION FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
A Family Journey through The Season of Lent, 

With Zoom gatherings each Sunday through March 28, 2021 
All families in PreK-3 through fifth grade are invited on a special journey using the Lenten stories of our 
faith. Pastor Megan will send each family a packet that contains stories, questions, and activities 
matching for the Lenten season. Families will also receive weekly story videos and music time videos 
with Ms. Alex and Zoom links for Sunday School. If you have any questions or have not received your 
packet, please contact Pastor Megan at MeganS@gablesucc.org. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------- 
 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 
Store Hours: Wednesday – Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Located on the Columbus Boulevard Side of the Church  
 

Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing countries build strong, local economies. These 
skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while crafting sustainable products that do not harm the 
environment. No child labor is used. Women’s lives are changed as they support their families with the 
dignity and pride of their work. Come and safely shop (masks required) in support of our justice ministry. 

 
INQUIRER’S GATHERING  

Sunday, April 11 at 1:00 p.m. on Zoom  
We have loved having so many visitors and guests with us online over these past months. Together we 
have built a virtual community of worship, support, and care. One of the things we have learned is that 
we don’t need a building to be a church and you don’t need to be local to be part of the church family.  
 

Would you like to know more about Coral Gables Congregational UCC? Our history, what we value, the 
things we do, and what we stand for? Are you even interested in knowing more about membership at the 
church? If you are interested in “inquiring” more about the church or what it means to be a church 
member, please join us for a special Inquirer’s Gathering on Sunday, April 11 via Zoom. We look forward 
to welcoming you, meeting you, and having you meet more of our church family as well as learning more 
about the church. Please register at the link below:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAtc-6vrTIuH9CsE_ByCdeIDZHZRRr9hGQR 
  

------------------------------------------- 

NEW SHOE COLLECTION FOR THOSE IN NEED 

The Board of Justice and Witness is now collecting NEW pairs of athletic shoes and socks for the 
homelessness ministry of First United Methodist Church. All donations should be received by 
Wednesday, March 31. All new shoes will be accepted with men’s sizes 9 through 11 the highest need! 
First UMC will distribute the shoes as a part of the annual Foot Washing Outreach event in April.  

 
 

You can bring your donations to the church Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. OR you can send 
donations through Amazon/Target/etc. to the church addressed to Pastor Aaron, 3010 DeSoto Blvd. Coral 
Gables, FL 33134.  
 

Any questions, please contact Pastor Aaron at AaronL@gablesucc.org or 651.252.7544. 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAtc-6vrTIuH9CsE_ByCdeIDZHZRRr9hGQR
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   WE ARE OUT OF THE BOX PEOPLE   

 

 

CORAL GABLES CONGREGATIONAL UCC STAFF DIRECTORY  
305.448.7421 (Extensions listed below)  

 
Ministers 
All Members of the Church 
 
Pastoral Staff 
The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor                      LaurieH@gablesucc.org  ext. 116 
The Rev. Megan Smith, Associate Pastor                             MeganS@gablesucc.org ext. 119 
The Rev. Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor                               AaronL@gablesucc.org ext. 117 

 
Program Staff 
German Worship Information                                                GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org 
Mark Hart, Exec. Dir. of the Community Arts Program        MarkH@gablesucc.org  ext. 120 
The Rev. Yoli Izquierdo-Yglesias, Spanish Worship     Valeyosly@gmail.com/786.506.9890                               
The Rev. Lisa LeSueur, Assistant Pastor for Congregational and Staff Care       
                                                                                                   LisaL@gablesucc.org, ext. 150 
Dr. Ronald Morgan, Director of Music Ministries                    RonM@gablesucc.org  ext.121 
Brooke Bagnall-Koger, Director of Early Childhood Center             BrookeB@gablesucc.org                    
    To contact Early Childhood Center, please call:                                             305.444.9792 
 
Support Staff 
Anthony Cabrera, Minister of Liturgical Arts                                            Cabreraa25@att.net 
Kris Coney, Sound Technician                                                                  info@gablesucc.org 
Allen Feldman, Pew Organizer                                           
Elena Korallis, Communications Director                                ElenaK@gablesucc.org ext.113 
Seth Patterson, Youth Bell Choir Director                                             smpatter@samford.edu  
Tony Prinzi, Print, Rentals & Reception Coordinator              TonyP@gablesucc.org  ext. 100 
Dennis Rodrigues CPA, Business Manager                DennisR@gablesucc.org ext.130 
Drew Sandbulte, Events Coordinator                                       DrewS@gablesucc.org ext.112 
Dr. Gregory Taylor, Parish Musician                                                      Gregpiano1@aol.com 
Alexandra Woods, Children‘s Choir Director                            Awoods@cushmanschool.org 
 
Maintenance and Custodial Team 

Rene Dominguez (Lead Custodian) 
Carlos Barrios, Rosario Noriega 

 
               
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
mailto:MeganS@gablesucc.org
mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org
mailto:GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org
mailto:MarkH@gablesucc.org
mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
mailto:RonM@gablesucc.org
mailto:BrookeB@gablesucc.org
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:smpatter@samford.edu
mailto:TonyP@gablesucc.org
mailto:DennisR@gablesucc.org
mailto:DrewS@gablesucc.org
mailto:Gregpiano1@aol.com
mailto:Awoods@cushmanschool.org


Traveling the Journey to Easter Joy
HOLY WEEK MATERIALS PICK-UP AND DONKEY PHOTO OP

PALM SUNDAY SERVICE ONLINE

LENTEN VESPERS ONLINE

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE IN THE SANCTUARY AND ONLINE

Drive-by the church and pick up your Holy Week bag which includes palm branches,
communion for Maundy Thursday, bulletins, and other treasures. Be sure to bring your
camera as Dolly the Donkey will be available for photos just in time for Palm Sunday.

Wave your palm branches and shout your hosannas from wherever you are
worshipping with us as we commemorate Palm Sunday with the theme, "Again &
Again, We Draw on Courage."

Darkness, quiet, contemplative music, communion, and Tenebrae (the extinguishing of
lights) are the mark of this annual meaningful service that marks the night of Jesus
betrayal.
As you watch as home, please have a piece of a piece of bread/cracker and a small cup
of juice/wine ready so that we may share Holy Communion together. 
To attend the service in person, make a reservation at gablesucc.org/maundy-thursday.

You are invited to a contemplative evening worship service, with prayers and liturgy
informed by the Celtic tradition. This service invites you to enter a place of peace,
prayer, and reflection. Experience this calming service amid the busyness and
demands of daily living.  

GOOD FRIDAY TRILINGUAL SERVICE ONLINE

It has been said that you can’t have Easter without Good Friday. Only when our hearts
break open with compassion for the One who suffered can we truly appreciate the new
life represented by Easter. Be with us for this brief, yet powerful service as we mark
through scripture, prayer, and music, the passion of Jesus. The service ends as we
drape the cross. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 2 AT 12:00 NOON

THURSDAY, APRIL 1 AT 7:00 P.M.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31 AT 6:30 P.M.

SUNDAY, MARCH 28 AT 11:00 A.M.

SATURDAY, MARCH 27 FROM 9:00 A.M. - 10:00 A.M.

http://gablesucc.org/maundy-thursday


Easter Services
Sunday, April 4

OUTDOOR SERVICE AT 9:00 A.M. IN PERSON

TRADITIONAL SERVICE AT 11:00 A.M. ONLINE

SPANISH LANGUAGE SERVICE AT 1:00 P.M. ONLINE
¡La Pascua en Coral Gables UCC en el Servicio Hispano, es un momento alegre para toda
la familia! Celebraremos la libertad que Jesús nos concedió. Este es un momento
increíble para compartir las buenas nuevas de Jesús en nuestra comunidad, en nuestro
hogar y en esta congregación. ¡Nos gustaría esta oportunidad de darle la bienvenida al
Servicio en Español mientras celebramos a nuestro Señor y Salvador Resucitado,
Jesucristo!

GERMAN LANGUAGE SERVICE AT 3:00 P.M. ONLINE

Bring your own lawn chair and mask and enjoy the beauty of the outdoors as we sing,
shout, and pray our alleluias! Or, you can stay in your car and catch us on FM 87.9. 

Following the service, toddlers through fifth graders will share in a safe Easter Egg
Hunt while everyone else enjoys our Easter cookie, OJ, and mimosa bar. Be sure to get
your annual family portrait at the beautiful flowering Easter cross.

Join us for this joy filled and festive service as we celebrate the resurrection with
beautiful music, an inspiring message, and hope-filled prayers. 

Alle sind herzlich eingeladen, in diesem Gottesdienst gemeinsam mit anderen
deutschen Kirchengemeinden in Florida das älteste und wichtigste Fest im
Kirchenjahr zu feiern: Ostern, das Fest der Auferstehung Christi!

Again & Again, The Sun Rises
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TRAVELING THE JOURNEY: HOLY WEEK AND EASTER MORNING 2021  
Questions and Answers 

 
An entire year has passed, and we are still living with the challenges of Covid. These past 12 months 
have been filled with changes, creativity, and adjustment, not only in our lives but in our worship life as 
a congregation. 
 
As we come to another Holy Week and Easter, we are looking at new ways to commemorate and 
celebrate these important moments of the church year creatively, safely, and meaningfully.  We have 
some plans, and you may have some questions. Here are a few answers… 
  
On the Saturday before Palm Sunday (March 27) what Holy Week materials are you talking about 
us picking up? As we come to the holiest of all weeks of the Christian year, we want to help you journey 
through these sacred days with items that may help to make your experience more meaningful. The bags 
will have palm branches for Palm Sunday, communion sets for Maundy Thursday, printed orders-of-
worship, and other treasures for your entire family. PLUS, Dolly the Donkey will be with us for a photo 
op just in time for Palm Sunday.  Drive by the church from 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Don’t forget your 
camera!  
 
Are all the Holy Week services online? Yes, Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and our 
11:00 a.m. traditional, 1:00 p.m. Spanish, and 3:00 p.m. German Easter services are online. If you wish 
to attend in person the Maundy Thursday service, you must make a reservation and adhere to all our 
safety measures. Register at Gablesucc.org/maundy-thursday. And this year, for the very first time, we 
are offering an outdoor/drive-in Easter Service at 9:00 a.m. Read below for more information… 
 
What do we bring to the outdoor Easter service? Please bring your own lawn chairs and masks. You 
may sit as families or individuals physically distanced from others in the church parking lot. There will 
be ushers there to greet you and help get you situated. If you are sitting outdoors, please park your car 
around the church or on the side streets. Please note: Masks are required to be worn at all times.  
 
Wonder if I don’t want to sit outside? You may park in the Church Green, stay in your car, and listen 
to the service on your FM radio at 87.9. 
  
What about if it rains? If it is just a springtime spritzing, we will still gather outdoors.  Or, you may 
wish to stay dry in your car on the Church Green. If it is a downright flood (think Noah), we encourage 
you to stay home and watch the 11:00 a.m. service online.    
 
Do we have to dress up? This is an informal service, although there is nothing we love more than a 
great Easter bonnet.   
 
What about our usual Easter traditions like the flowering Easter cross and the OJ/mimosa bar? 
Would we forget these annual traditions? No way. Following the service be sure to have your family 
picture taken at the Easter cross and join us for a carefully poured and safely consumed drink and cookie. 
AND, all toddlers through fifth grade are invited to safely be a part of an Easter Egg Hunt! What a 
morning! What a church! 
 



Dolly Parton
S U N D A Y ,  A P R I L  1 1  A T  1 1 : 0 0  A . M .

T H E  G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O

Dolly Parton’s flamboyant, exaggerated, 
country girl-meets-Hollywood look, one 
of the most identifiable in American 
culture, often belies her incredible talent 
as a songwriter, performer, and actress 
who has entertained millions of fans for 
over five decades. It has been said that 
Dolly’s songs are beacons of hope and 
inspiration in fearful and difficult seasons. 

The music will be performed by local professional 
musicians featuring singer Ashley Levin, a former 
contestant on the TV show The Voice. 

You can join us online  or in person by reservation. 
Be with us for a worship serviceof soul-stirring, 
thought-provoking, joy-inducing music.

Reserve your seat in the Sanctuary at 
https://gablesucc.org/dolly-parton/.

Join us online at https://gablesucc.org/live.

https://gablesucc.org/dolly-parton
https://gablesucc.org/live
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REMEMBER: 
These are the times that call upon our faith—times like this, 
when we and those around us need assurance that we’re not 
alone, and that together we will get through whatever lies 
ahead. Now is the time to draw close to God in prayer, and 
to one another in acts of compassion and care. If you are in 
need of groceries, a meal, conversation, a pharmacy run, or 
anything else, let us know. 
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