
1 
 

 



2 
 

WELCOME 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.    

 
 

We invite you to be a part of our community of faith, 
to be blessed by God’s grace in our midst. 

We invite you to grow spiritually, and to find welcome at God’s table. 
Our vision is to be an inclusive, vibrant, alive, witnessing community of faith. 

 

Know that in this church you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 
Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight, and in-between;  
the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  
the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 
 

THE LENTEN JOURNEY AT GABLES UCC 
Theme: Again & Again: A Lenten Refrain  

Online Sunday Worship at 11:00 a.m. through March 28  
 

In Lent, we’re reminded that, again and again, suffering and brokenness find us. We doubt again, we 
lament again, we mess up again. And yet, in the midst of the pain and chaos of our lives, God offers 

a sacred refrain: I choose you. I love you. I will lead you to peace. Again, and again, 
God breaks the cycle and offers a new way forward. 
 

Join us throughout this holy time to remember and be transformed. Even while 
worshipping apart, we come to God again and again with our prayers, our dreams, 
our hopes, and our doubts. In this sacred journey, we will continue to love God with 

the same persistence God chooses and claims us. Again, and again, let us bring all of who we are to 
God and trust that God will meet us, time and again, along the way.  

 
Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard ~ Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 
Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

 

CCLI License # 11282912 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
February 21, 2021                       Our faith is over 2000 years old                                     11:00 a.m.   

Our thinking is not. 
---------------- 

AGAIN & AGAIN: A LENTEN REFRAIN  
 
GATHERING MUSIC                             Piano Selections  

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 
                                                                 Canzona in D-Minor                                       Jean Langlais  

Dr. Ron Morgan, organ 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS     

Please check your screen for upcoming events and programs 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    
 

Thank you for signing in online.  
We love knowing where everyone is worshipping from today.  

 

Please use your smartphone to check in on Facebook; let your family and friends know that you are 
at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at gablesucc.org/live. 

 

Be sure to “like” us at facebook.com/gablesucc. 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME                                                                   
 
OPENING HYMN                      O God, How We Have Wandered                      

O God, how we have wandered and hidden from your face; 
in foolishness have squandered your legacy of grace. 

But how, in exile dwelling, we turn with fear and shame, 
as distant but compelling, you call us each by name. 

And now at length discerning the evil that we do, 
by faith we are returning with hope and trust in you. 

In haste you come to meet us, and home rejoicing bring, 
in gladness there to greet us with calf and robe and ring. 

O God of all the living, both banished and restored, 
compassionate, forgiving, our peace and hope assured. 

Grant now that our transgressing, our faithlessness may cease. 
Stretch out your hand in blessing, in pardon, and in peace. 

 
POETIC REFLECTION                          Remember When?                                               Sarah Are 

Dr. Linda Spears-Bunton, reader 
 

http://gablesucc.org/live
http://facebook.com/mycgcc
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SUNG INTERLUDE                                                                                                            from Taizé 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON                             Mark 1:9-15  
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.  And just 
as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a 
dove on him.  And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved;[a] with you I am well 
pleased.” 
 

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness.  He was in the wilderness forty days, 
tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 
 
 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, 
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news. 
 

Friends, listen. God is still speaking. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
THE MORNING MESSSAGE    Again & Again: God Meets Us                                                   

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE                             Again & Again                           Hannah and Lenora Rand                        
Mark Hart and Alex Woods, vocalists 

 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Our table is wide-open to all who desire a closer relationship with God no matter  
your age, gender, station in life, sexual orientation, or faith tradition.   

 

We invite you to have a piece of bread/cracker and a small cup of juice/wine available 
so that we may share Holy Communion together as a “commune-ity,”  

no matter from where we are worshipping today.  
 
INVITATION  
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

God who meets us where we are— 
There is nowhere we can go that you are not. 

You were with Jesus at his baptism. 
You were with him in the wilderness, 
And even in between, you were there, 
Saying aloud, “This is my beloved.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201%3A9-15&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24224a
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We know that you are with us too— 
In the good, the bad, and everything in between— 

But so often we act like we are alone. 
Instead of coming to you with our hurt, 

We hold it in or cast it onto others. 
Instead of coming to you with our joy, 

We credit ourselves and offer you nothing. 
Forgive our self-centered ways. 

Remind us that in every breath, in every step, you are there. 
You are the God who meets us where we are. 

Before and behind, above and below, within and around. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION  
 
SHARING OF BREAD AND CUP  

 
THE BENEDICTION  

As you leave this time of worship,  
may your mouth speak of God’s goodness. 

May your arms hold those in need. 
May your feet walk toward justice. 

May your heart trust its worth. 
May your soul dance in God’s grace. 

And may this be your rhythm— 
Again, and again, and again, 
until God’s promised day. 

In the name of the Lover, the Beloved, and Love itself, 
go with courage, go with heart, go in peace. Amen. 

 
THE SUNG BENEDICTION                          

Nada te turbe, nada te espante. Quien a Dios tiene nada le falta.  
Nada te turbe, nada te espante. Solo Dios basta. 

Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten. Those who seek God shall never go wanting.  
Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten.God alone fills us. 

 
POSTLUDE                                                    Fragments                                               Rachmaninov 

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 

Following the postlude, join us for our Connection Café and the opportunity to check in with the 
church family and pastors, and to learn more about what is happening each week in the life of the 
church. Please send messages through our Facebook video, the website chat, the YouTube video, or 
text or email Pastor Laurie directly at 305.968.6482 or 3059686482@vtext.com. 

mailto:3059686482@vtext.com
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A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! 
If you are visiting us today, we welcome you. We are grateful we have found each other. And, if 
somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a place to live out your faith, to 
ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you into our community. For more 
information about the church, please contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or 
LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
today and each Sunday at gablesucc.org/live 

----------------------------------- 
ABOUT TODAY’S BULLETIN COVER 

Delight in You 
by Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity, artist  

Inspired by Mark 1:9-15  
 

During Advent, we learn that the good news begins with John the Baptist shouting in the wilderness 
and “everyone in Judea and all the people of Jerusalem” following him out of the city to the Jordan 
river to be baptized, to repent, to change their hearts and, consequently, their lives (Mark 1:5). This is 
a moment of mainstream conversion, of widespread openness to truly hear the cries of one shouting 
out, to leave what they had known behind to follow a new path. This, Mark tells us, is when Jesus’ 
ministry begins—with a community earnest and eager for change. 
 
Mark tells us nothing about Jesus’ life prior to this moment, omitting any details of his miraculous 
birth or the years of his youth. Instead, Mark notes that Jesus comes from Nazareth of Galilee (over 
100 km north of Jerusalem) to join John the Baptist’s movement. We might expect the long-awaited 
Messiah to greet his new followers like the kings before him have—with a pompous coronation, with 
hunger to exert power and control over his populus. Instead, Jesus steps in line along the river’s edge, 
blending in with the crowds, joining in solidarity with those around him. Jesus doesn’t demand any 
attention, but as soon as the water washes over him, creation is summoned to celebrate.  
 
I imagine him wading into the waters and leaning back to receive the blessing that falls upon him like 
rain: You are my beloved. I delight in you. In this moment, God-in-flesh joins alongside those he will 
heal, beckon, teach, challenge, and comfort. Simultaneously, God-in-Spirit meets Christ at the water’s 
edge, at the threshold of his ministry. Before Jesus faces the pain, betrayal, and challenges of what 
will come, before he does anything to prove himself, God grants him unconditional belovedness as 
his essence. From this, all his subsequent teachings and actions flow. 

 
FRIENDS WHO CHURCH CHECK-IN 

Join us TODAY at 12:30 p.m. 
Every Sunday, the young adults of Gables UCC are gathering for a time of check-in, reflection, and 
learning. Each week, a new leader facilitates a great conversation and encourages our growth in 
community. If you are in your 20s or 30s+ and would like to join us, contact Pastor Aaron for the 
Zoom login at AaronL@gablesucc.org or 651.252.7544. 

 
STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and friends, 
filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general church 
business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at DrewS@gablesucc.org. 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
http://gablesucc.org/live
mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org
mailto:DrewS@gablesucc.org
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IN OUR PRAYERS  
We remember all those places of war, violence and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for all 
people around the world. Today’s prayers especially include our global community as well as our own 
nation and city as all encounter the coronavirus. 

 
CHURCH PRAYER LIST  

The Called to Care Team prays together each Wednesday. They use a list compiled from your prayer 
requests texted to Pastor Laurie on Sunday morning. Contact Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482. or Carol 
Fifield, Called to Care Coordinator, at miamifife@gmail.com.  

 
GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or 
Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with church 
information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena Korallis, our 
Communications Coordinator, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
THE COMPASSION FUND  

We have established a “Compassion Fund” to help church family and friends in need through these 
challenging days. We invite you to give, knowing that your gift will assist those struggling to make 
ends meet. If giving through our church website, app, or by texting “GABLESUCC” to 77977, please 
go to where it says “Fund,” scroll down to the Compassion Fund, and contribute. Thank you! 
 

 
REMEMBER: 

These are the times that call upon our faith—times like this, when we and those around us need 
assurance that we’re not alone, and that together we will get through whatever lies ahead. Now 
is the time to draw close to God in prayer, and to one another in acts of compassion and care. If 
you are in need of groceries, a meal, conversation, a pharmacy run, or anything else, let us know. 

 
 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 
Store Hours: Thursdays – Saturdays from 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Located on the Columbus Boulevard Side of the Church  
 

Each of your purchases helps artisans in developing countries build strong, local economies. These 
skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while crafting sustainable products that do not harm the 
environment. No child labor is used. Women’s lives are changed as they support their families with 
the dignity and pride of their work. Come and safely shop (masks required) in support of our justice 
ministry. 

 
PACT (PEOPLE ACTING FOR COMMUNITY TOGETHER) RALLY 

Monday, February 22 at 7:30 p.m. on Zoom 
 

Join us for our annual PACT Rally as we organize our congregation for justice! This gathering will 
give us updates on the issues and prepare us for the Nehemiah Action in March. We will gather with 
40 other congregations and universities in Miami-Dade County for this very important event.  Please 
register at the link below or go to the church website at gablesucc.org.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEsfu2upz4vHtC0iDdlw_FKBHP3f4vOH2fh 

mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEsfu2upz4vHtC0iDdlw_FKBHP3f4vOH2fh
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MIDDAY LENTEN DEVOTIONALS  
Emily Dickinson and the Poetry of Lent 

Tuesdays, through March 30 from 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. on Zoom 
 

Lent is a time of reflection and insight, a change of seasons - and Emily Dickinson, one of the world’s 
most beloved poets, was also an avid gardener and a careful observer of the natural world. In our 
Midday Lenten Devotions, biblical texts and simple, accessible practices weave together with 
Dickinson’s poetic vision, creating a 40-day journey into the heart of the holiest week of the year. 
Each Tuesday afternoon, biblical scripture and Dickinson’s poems will throw light on each other and 
awaken in us the holiness of the journey to Easter morning. 
 

To register in advance for this Zoom gathering, click the Zoom registration link below: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAucuyvqTIuGdEhsfQKhsOCK8XPNhd8SKjJ 

or go to our homepage on the Gables UCC website.  
 

Any questions, please contact Pastor Megan at MeganS@gablesucc.org. 
 

-------------------------------------------- 
 

WISE (WELCOMING, INCLUSIVE, SUPPORTIVE, AND ENGAGED  
FOR MENTAL HEALTH) SUPPORT GROUP 

Being socially distant does not mean having to be socially isolated.  
 

Each Tuesday at 7:00 p.m., Lisa LeSueur leads a Zoom opportunity to connect with others, and to 
share stories, as well as survival strategies, for getting through these challenging times. If you are 
interested in joining, please email Lisa at LisaL@gablesucc.org and the link to the meeting will be 
forwarded to you.  

 
N.E.A.T. 

Second and Fourth Tuesdays of the Month at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 

  

N.E.A.T. (Network, Empower, And Transition) offers practical, motivational, emotional and spiritual 
support when facing challenges in business, career and life transitions. If interested, send an 
email to Suely Piraino Argianas at suely@crownecoaching.com.  

 
GABLES UCC WALKING GROUP  

Every Wednesday, through February 24 at 6:00 p.m. 
Join Pastor Megan, church members, and friends for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf Course 
and back. Walk at your own pace. We will meet outside our church’s Fair Trade Shop on Columbus 
Blvd. and leave the church together as we begin our walk at 6:00 p.m. sharp. You may choose to walk 
slowly or quickly, with a friend or alone. Please bring a face mask and flashlight.  

 
LENTEN VESPERS FROM THE CELTIC TRADITION 

Wednesday, February 24 - March 31 at 6:30 p.m.  
Watch online at gablesucc.org/live 

You are invited to these contemplative evening online worship services, with prayers and liturgy 
informed by the Celtic tradition. These services invite you to enter a place of peace, prayer, and 
reflection. Musically, you will hear expressions taken from beautiful Celtic music. Experience this 
calming service amid the busyness and demands of daily living.   

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAucuyvqTIuGdEhsfQKhsOCK8XPNhd8SKjJ
mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org


9 
 

UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI/GABLES UCC THERAPY STUDY 
Through a partnership with the University of Miami Graduate Psychology Department,  
we are pleased to offer two therapeutic opportunities on Thursday evenings by Zoom. 

 

General Group 
Have you been struggling with depression, anxiety, relationship difficulties, or other psychological 
stresses? If so, you may be eligible to participate in a free culturally informed, religiously-based group 
therapy as part of a research study aimed at improving treatment for these conditions. Pastor Laurie is 
serving as a consultant along with Dr. Amy Weisman, Ph.D., Associate Professor/Fellow, Association 
for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies, Department of Psychology at the University of Miami. 
During the treatment, clinicians will provide education on mental health, as well as techniques to assist 
in coping with psychological stress. All sessions are free. If you are interested, please call 
305.284.5455 or miamiCIT@gmail.com to set up your baseline interview. 

 
SMI Group 

Have you been diagnosed with schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, or another psychotic spectrum 
disorder? If so, you may be eligible to participate in a free culturally informed, religious-based group 
therapy that is part of a research study aimed at improving treatment for these specific conditions. 
During the treatment, clinicians will provide education on psychotic spectrum disorders, as well as 
offer techniques to cope with mental illness. All therapy sessions are free. If you are interested, please 
call 305.284.5455 or email miamiCIT@gmail.com to set up an initial meeting and to join the group.  
 

GABLES UCC EXPAT GROUP  
Have you moved from South Florida yet still call Gables UCC your church home?  Even though you live  
in another state or country, do you attend worship and other programs online or through Zoom with your  
church family here?  Then we have a group for you! We are beginning an “expat” group for those who  
may live miles and even oceans away but hold Gables UCC close to their hearts.  
 

Join us on Sunday, February 28, at 12:00 noon (EST) on Zoom for the first meeting of the 
worldwide web of Gables UCC expats.  You may register in advance for this gathering at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMlduCprzoqEtBGxvJsR48-5rfLcr4XEJ-R. 

Or, contact Pastor Laurie and she will send you the sign-on information. 
Remember: No matter who you are or where you live, you are welcome here!  

 
ADULT EDUCATION LENTEN STUDY 

Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week 
Sundays, February 21 - March 28 from 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. on Zoom 

Mark Wolfe, facilitator 
Jesus’ final days were full of risk. Every move he made was filled with anticipation, danger, and the 
potential for great loss or great reward. In Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide to Holy 
Week, author, professor, and biblical scholar Amy-Jill Levine explores the biblical texts surrounding 
the Passion story. She shows us how the text raises ethical and spiritual questions for the reader, and 
how we all face risk in our Christian experience. Each Sunday we will view a video segment from Dr. 
Levine. Please register in advance by going to our homepage on the Gables UCC website or by 
clicking this link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZErcuGgrDsuGNcO4K6k3oA_QgEmz6iPMZmU 

mailto:miamiCIT@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMlduCprzoqEtBGxvJsR48-5rfLcr4XEJ-R
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZErcuGgrDsuGNcO4K6k3oA_QgEmz6iPMZmU


10 
 

SPIRITUAL FORMATION FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
A Family Journey through The Season of Lent, 

With Zoom gatherings on Sundays, February 21-March 28, 2021 
All families in PreK-3 through fifth grade are invited on a special journey using the Lenten stories of 
our faith. Pastor Megan will send each family a packet that contains stories, questions, and activities 
matching for the Lenten season. Families will also receive weekly story videos and music time videos 
with Ms. Alex and Zoom links for Sunday School. If you have any questions or have not received 
your packet, please contact Pastor Megan at MeganS@gablesucc.org. 

 
HIGH SCHOOL STUDY 

The Awakened Life: Meditation and Mindfulness for High Schoolers  
Sundays, Feb. 21 and 28, March 14 and 21 from 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.in the Courtyard 

Join Pastor Aaron for an in-person class on mindfulness and the abundant life. We will have 
breakfast together, learn meditation and spiritual practices, and reflect on the abundant life in God. 
Attendance at all sessions is highly encouraged! 

 
LENTEN SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH 

SENSE: Remembering the Life, Teachings and Resurrection of Jesus 
Sundays, through March 21, 2021 from Noon – 1:00 p.m. on Zoom 

*Except Sunday, March 7 when we will meet in person in the Catalonia House backyard. 
Join Pastor Megan as we explore the Lenten season using our senses and several spiritual practices.  
Don’t have the SENSE Journal or the Zoom link yet? Contact Pastor Megan at 
MeganS@gablesucc.org. 

 
================================= 

 
MAKING MASKS FOR OUR FOOD PANTRY 

Cloth Masks Needed 
The folks who come to our Food Pantry need cloth masks. If you are able to sew masks and are willing 
to donate some for their use, please be in touch with Pastor Megan at MeganS@gablesucc.org. Our 
goal would be to place a mask in every bag of food we give out.  
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   WE ARE OUT OF THE BOX PEOPLE   

 

 

CORAL GABLES CONGREGATIONAL UCC STAFF DIRECTORY  
305.448.7421 (Extensions listed below)  

 
Ministers 
All Members of the Church 
 
Pastoral Staff 
The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor                      LaurieH@gablesucc.org  ext. 116 
The Rev. Megan Smith, Associate Pastor                             MeganS@gablesucc.org ext. 119 
The Rev. Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor                               AaronL@gablesucc.org ext. 117 

 
Program Staff 
German Worship Information                                                GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org 
Mark Hart, Exec. Dir. of the Community Arts Program        MarkH@gablesucc.org  ext. 120 
The Rev. Yoli Izquierdo-Yglesias, Spanish Worship     Valeyosly@gmail.com/786.506.9890                               
The Rev. Lisa LeSueur, Assistant Pastor for Congregational and Staff Care       
                                                                                                   LisaL@gablesucc.org, ext. 150 
Dr. Ronald Morgan, Director of Music Ministries                    RonM@gablesucc.org  ext.121 
Brooke Bagnall-Koger, Director of Early Childhood Center             BrookeB@gablesucc.org                    
    To contact Early Childhood Center, please call:                                             305.444.9792 
 
Support Staff 
Anthony Cabrera, Minister of Liturgical Arts                                            Cabreraa25@att.net 
Kris Coney, Sound Technician                                                                  info@gablesucc.org 
Allen Feldman, Pew Organizer                                           
Elena Korallis, Director of Communications                            ElenaK@gablesucc.org ext.151 
Seth Patterson, Youth Bell Choir Director                                             smpatter@samford.edu  
Tony Prinzi, Print, Rentals & Reception Coordinator              TonyP@gablesucc.org  ext. 100 
Dennis Rodrigues CPA, Business Manager                DennisR@gablesucc.org ext.130 
Drew Sandbulte, Events Coordinator                                       DrewS@gablesucc.org ext.112 
Dr. Gregory Taylor, Parish Musician                                                      Gregpiano1@aol.com 
Alexandra Woods, Children‘s Choir Director                            Awoods@cushmanschool.org 
 
Maintenance and Custodial Team 

Rene Dominguez (Lead Custodian) 
Carlos Barrios, Rosario Noriega 

 
               
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
mailto:MeganS@gablesucc.org
mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org
mailto:GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org
mailto:MarkH@gablesucc.org
mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
mailto:RonM@gablesucc.org
mailto:BrookeB@gablesucc.org
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:smpatter@samford.edu
mailto:TonyP@gablesucc.org
mailto:DennisR@gablesucc.org
mailto:DrewS@gablesucc.org
mailto:Gregpiano1@aol.com
mailto:Awoods@cushmanschool.org
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During this Black History month, and as part of our continuing commitment to the work of dismantling 
racism, and our covenant to be engaged in ongoing sacred conversations on race, we are encouraging 
members and friends of Gables UCC to participate in an interesting and timely program. 
 
PBS is hosting a two-part series entitled, “The Black Church: This is Our Story, This is Our Song.” 
This moving four-hour, two-part series from executive producer, host and writer Henry Louis Gates, 
Jr., Professor at Harvard University, traces the 400-year-old story of the Black church in America, all 
the way down to its bedrock role as the site of African American survival and grace, organizing and 
resilience, thriving and testifying, autonomy and freedom, solidarity and speaking truth to power.  
 

Please check your local listings for the series or go to the link below to watch: 
https://www.pbs.org/video/the-black-church-episode1/?fbclid=IwAR2DK-
mMeKUAhlJBDxHvO75mlWFdQ6Fj7t5SP_ehOTicyONHC9MJ_pkonVE 

 

Then, this Tuesday, February 23 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom, please join in a conversation around this 
series led by the Rev. Dr. Geoffrey Black, the former General Minister and President of the United 
Church of Christ. During his years in ministry, Rev. Black also served as assistant chaplain at Brown 
University, associate minister at St. Albans Congregational UCC in Queens, Lecturer in the Field 
Education Department at Union Theological Seminary in New York City, and Protestant chaplain at 
Adelphi University.  Ecumenical commitment, concern for equal justice, African-American 
empowerment, and community improvement have shaped Dr. Black's ministry in the church and in 
the communities in which he has lived.  
 

To register for the conversation, please go to: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIocOmqqjgrHNVnJX5ix--ATtsi0ELfBHA9 

or contact Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org. 

 

 

https://www.pbs.org/video/the-black-church-episode1/?fbclid=IwAR2DK-mMeKUAhlJBDxHvO75mlWFdQ6Fj7t5SP_ehOTicyONHC9MJ_pkonVE
https://www.pbs.org/video/the-black-church-episode1/?fbclid=IwAR2DK-mMeKUAhlJBDxHvO75mlWFdQ6Fj7t5SP_ehOTicyONHC9MJ_pkonVE
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIocOmqqjgrHNVnJX5ix--ATtsi0ELfBHA9
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