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ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE   
February 17, 2021                                                                                                      6:30 p.m.  

Come, come, whoever you are, 
Wonderer, worshipper, lover of leaving. 

It doesn't matter. 
Ours is not a caravan of despair. 

Come, even if you have broken your vow a thousand times 
Come, yet again, come, come. 

                                                                       ~ Rumi 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME  
 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE                    Lead Me to Calvary                        arr. Larry Shackley                                              

Dr. Ron Morgan, organ 
During this time, we invite you to prepare your hearts and minds for the receiving 

 of the words, reflections, and purpose of this holy evening. 
 

AN INVITATION TO GATHER FOR ASH WEDNESDAY 
 

OPENING HYMN                     Before Your Cross, O Jesus 
 

Before your cross, O Jesus our lives are judged today; 
the meaning of our eager strife is tested by your way. 

Across our restless living the light streams from your cross, 
and by its clear, revealing beams we measure gain and loss. 

 
The hopes that lead us onward, the fears that hold us back, 

our will to dare great things for God, the courage that we lack. 
The faith we keep in goodness, our love, as low or pure, 

on all the judgments of the cross falls steady, clear, and sure. 
 

Yet humbly, in our striving, we rise to face its test. 
We crave the power to do your will as once you did it best. 

On us let now the healing of your great Spirit fall, 
and make us brave and full of joy to answer to your call. 

 
 LITANY OF CONFESSION  

Response: Together we say, Lord have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
HYMN OF CONFESSION                                                   Sung in English and Spanish  

Si Fui Motivo de Dolor, Oh Dios (If I have Been the Source of Pain, O God) 
 

1.If I have been the source of pain, O God; 
if to the weak I have refused my strength; 

if, in rebellion, I have strayed away. 
Forgive me, God. 
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2. Si vana y fútil mi palabra fue;   
 si al que sufría en su dolor dejé; 

no me condenes, tú, por mi maldad 
 ¡perdón, oh Dios! 

 

(If I have spoken words of cruelty,  
if I have left some suffering unrelieved, 

condemn not my insensitivity,  
forgive me, God.) 

3. If I've insisted on a peaceful life,  
far from the struggles that the gospel brings,  

when you prefer to guide me to the strife,  
forgive me, God.  

 
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
 
SUNG RESPONSE   

Si Fui Motivo de Dolor, Oh Dios (If I have Been the Source of Pain, O God) 
 

Receive, O God, this ardent word of prayer, 
and free me from temptation’s subtle snare, 
with tender patience, lead me to your care. 

Amen. Amen.   
 
HEBREW SCRIPTURE                Isaiah 58 (Selected verses)              in German and English  

Is not this the fast that I choose:  
to loose the bonds of injustice,  
to undo the thongs of the yoke,  

to let the oppressed go free,  
and to break every yoke? 

Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,  
and bring the homeless poor into your house;  

when you see the naked, to cover them,  
and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 

Then your light shall break forth like the dawn... 

The Lord will guide you continually,  
and satisfy your needs in parched places,  

and make your bones strong;  

and you shall be like a watered garden,  
like a spring of water,  

whose waters never fail. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE            Das Glaube Ich (This I Believe)                               Hillsong 
Greg Jackson, vocalist  

 
ASH WEDNESDAY REFLECTION 
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THE MARKING OF ASHES 

From dust you have come and to dust you will return. 
Denn Staub bist du, und zu Staub wirst du warden. 

Del polvo vienes, al polvo volverás 
 

ANTHEM                                                Dust and Ashes 
Greg Jackson and Brandon Mowry, vocalists  

 
EVENING PRAYER  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  - PADRE NUESTRO – VATER UNSER 
 

You are invited to pray in the language or tradition of your choice. 
 

SUNG RESPONSE                                   Nada te Turbe                   Sung in Spanish and English 
Nada te turbe, nada te espante. Quiena Dios tiene nada le falta.  

Nada te turbe, nada te espante. Sólo Dios basta 
 

Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten, those who seek God shall never go wanting. 
Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten, God alone fills us. 

 
THE SENDING FORTH  
 
POSTLUDE                                 Aus tiefer Not schrei ich zu dir           Friedrich Wilhelm Zachau 
 

If you are with us in the sanctuary, please remain seated for the postlude. 
 

 
 

THANK YOU FOR BEING WITH US THIS EVENING… 
From wherever you are worshipping with us this evening, thank you for joining us. If you are 
visiting with us for the first time, we especially welcome you. We are grateful we have found each 
other. If somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a place to live out 
your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we warmly invite you into 
our community.   

 
THIS EVENING'S WORSHIP LEADERS 
The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor  

The Rev. Megan Smith, Associate Pastor 
The Rev. Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations  

The Rev. Yosladis Izquierdo-Yglesias, Minister of the Spanish Language Church 
Stephan Eberhagen, Representative of the German Language Church  

Dr. Ron Morgan, Director of Music Ministry 
Greg Jackson, vocalist 

Brandon Mowry, vocalist 
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THE LENTEN JOURNEY AT GABLES UCC 

Theme: Again & Again: A Lenten Refrain  
Sunday Worship Online, February 21 – March 28 at 11:00 a.m.  

 

In Lent, we’re reminded that, again and again, suffering and brokenness find us. We doubt again, 
we lament again, we mess up again. And yet, in the midst of the pain and chaos of our lives, God 
offers a sacred refrain: I choose you. I love you. I will lead you to peace. Again and again, God 

breaks the cycle and offers a new way forward. 
 
Join us throughout this holy time to remember and be transformed. Even while 
worshipping apart, we come to God again and again with our prayers our 
dreams, our hopes, and our doubts. In this sacred journey, we will continue to 
love God with the same persistence God chooses and claims us. Again, and 

again, let us bring all of who we are to God and trust that God will meet us, time and again along 
the way.  

 
ADULT EDUCATION LENTEN STUDY 

Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week 
Sundays, February 21 - March 28 from 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. on Zoom 

Mark Wolfe, facilitator 
Jesus’ final days were full of risk. Every move he made was filled with anticipation, danger, and 
the potential for great loss or great reward. In Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide 
to Holy Week, author, professor, and biblical scholar Amy-Jill Levine explores the biblical texts 
surrounding the Passion story. She shows us how the text raises ethical and spiritual questions for 
the reader, and how we all face risk in our Christian experience. 
 
Each Sunday we will view a video segment from Dr. Levine. Please register in advance by going 
to our homepage on the Gables UCC website or by clicking this link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZErcuGgrDsuGNcO4K6k3oA_QgEmz6iPMZmU 
  

------------------------------------------------------- 
 

SPIRITUAL FORMATION FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
A Family Journey through The Season of Lent, 

With Zoom gatherings on Sundays, February 21-March 28, 2021 
All families in PreK-3 through fifth grade are invited on a special journey using the Lenten stories 
of our faith. Pastor Megan will send each family a packet that contains stories, questions, and 
activities matching for the Lenten season. Families will also receive weekly story videos and 
music time videos with Ms. Alex and Zoom links for Sunday School. If you have any questions 
or have not received your packet, please contact Pastor Megan at MeganS@gablesucc.org. 

 
HIGH SCHOOL STUDY 

The Awakened Life: Meditation and Mindfulness for High Schoolers  
Sundays, Feb. 21 and 28, March 14 and 21 from 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.in the Courtyard 

Join Pastor Aaron for an in-person class on mindfulness and the abundant life. We will have 
breakfast together, learn meditation and spiritual practices, and reflect on the abundant life in 
God. Attendance at all sessions is highly encouraged! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZErcuGgrDsuGNcO4K6k3oA_QgEmz6iPMZmU
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LENTEN SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH 

SENSE: Remembering the Life, Teachings and Resurrection of Jesus 
Sundays, through March 21, 2021 from noon – 1:00 p.m. on Zoom 

*Except Sunday, March 7 when we will meet in person in the Catalonia House backyard. 
Join Pastor Megan as we explore the Lenten season using our senses and several spiritual 
practices.  Don’t have the SENSE Journal or the Zoom link yet? Contact Pastor Megan at 
MeganS@gablesucc.org. 

 
MIDDAY LENTEN DEVOTIONALS  
Emily Dickinson and the Poetry of Lent 

Tuesdays, through March 30 from 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. on Zoom 
 

Lent is a time of reflection and insight, a change of seasons - and Emily Dickinson, one of the 
world’s most beloved poets, was also an avid gardener and a careful observer of the natural 
world. In our Midday Lenten Devotions, biblical texts and simple, accessible practices weave 
together with Dickinson’s poetic vision, creating a 40-day journey into the heart of the holiest 
week of the year. Each Tuesday afternoon, biblical scripture and Dickinson’s poems will throw 
light on each other and awaken in us the holiness of the journey to Easter morning. 
 

To register in advance for this Zoom gathering click the Zoom registration link below: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAucuyvqTIuGdEhsfQKhsOCK8XPNhd8SKjJ 

or go to our homepage on the Gables UCC website.  
 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 
meeting. Any questions, please contact Pastor Megan at MeganS@gablesucc.org. 

 
LENTEN VESPERS FROM THE CELTIC TRADITION 

Wednesday, February 24 - March 31 at 6:30 p.m.  
Watch online at gablesucc.org/live 

You are invited to these contemplative evening online worship services, with prayers and liturgy 
informed by the Celtic tradition. These services invite you to enter a place of peace, prayer, and 
reflection. Musically, you will hear expressions taken from beautiful Celtic music. Experience 
this calming service amid the busyness and demands of daily living.   

 
WISE (WELCOMING, INCLUSIVE, SUPPORTIVE, AND ENGAGED  

FOR MENTAL HEALTH) SUPPORT GROUP 
Being socially distant does not mean having to be socially isolated.  

 

Each Tuesday at 7:00 p.m., Lisa LeSueur leads a Zoom opportunity to connect with others and 
to share stories, as well as survival strategies, for getting through these challenging times. If you 
are interested in joining, please email Lisa at LisaL@gablesucc.org and the link to the meeting 
will be forwarded to you.  

 
GABLES UCC WALKING GROUP 

Please join us each Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf Course 
and back. Walk at your own pace. We will meet outside our church’s Fair-Trade Shop on 
Columbus Blvd. and leave the church together as we begin our walk at 6:00 p.m. sharp. You may 
choose to walk slowly or quickly, with a friend or alone. Please bring a face mask and flashlight.  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAucuyvqTIuGdEhsfQKhsOCK8XPNhd8SKjJ
mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
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PACT (PEOPLE ACTING FOR COMMUNITY TOGETHER) RALLY 

Monday, February 22 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom 
 

Join us for our annual PACT Rally as we organize our congregation for justice! This gathering 
will give us updates on the issues and prepare us for the Nehemiah Action in March. We will 
gather with 40 other congregations and universities in Miami-Dade County for this very 
important event.  Please register at the link below or go to the church website at gablesucc.org.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEsfu2upz4vHtC0iDdlw_FKBHP3f4vOH2fh 
 

MAKING MASKS FOR OUR FOOD PANTRY 
Cloth Masks Needed 

 

The folks who come to our Food Pantry need cloth masks. If you are able to sew masks and are 
willing to donate some for their use, please be in touch with Pastor Megan at 
MeganS@gablesucc.org. Our goal would be to place a mask in every bag of food we give out.  

 
SISTERS ON SOJOURN  

Saturday, February 20 from 9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. on Zoom 
All women, regardless of age, are invited to join in this relaxed and easy-going group. Come and 
enjoy being connected with some interesting, fun, and supportive women.  
 

To join this Zoom gathering go to: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85264081126?pwd=Q01BZ0ZpQ3hjQUtBMm9GcG4xNEc2dz09  

Meeting ID: 852 6408 1126 ~ Passcode: SOS  
or contact Pastor Laurie to have the link sent to you. 

 
GABLES UCC EXPAT GROUP  

Have you moved from South Florida yet still call Gables UCC your church home?  Even though you  
live in another state or country, do you attend worship and other programs online or through Zoom  
with your church family here?  Then we have a group for you! We are beginning an “expat” group  
for those who may live miles and even oceans away but hold Gables UCC close to their hearts.  
 

Join us on Sunday, February 28, at 12:00 noon (EST) on Zoom for the first meeting of the 
worldwide web of Gables UCC expats.  You may register in advance for this gathering at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMlduCprzoqEtBGxvJsR48-5rfLcr4XEJ-R. 

Or, contact Pastor Laurie and she will send you the sign-on information. 
 

Remember: No matter who you are or where you live, you are welcome here!  
 

CHURCH PRAYER LIST  
The Called to Care Team prays together each Wednesday. They use a list compiled from your 
prayer requests texted to Pastor Laurie on Sunday morning. Contact Pastor Laurie at 
305.968.6482. or Carol Fifield, Called to Care Coordinator, at miamifife@gmail.com.  

 
REMEMBER: 

These are the times that call upon our faith—times like this, when we and those around us 
need assurance that we’re not alone, and that together we will get through whatever lies 
ahead. Now is the time to draw close to God in prayer, and to one another in acts of 
compassion and care. If you are in need of groceries, a meal, conversation, a pharmacy run, 
or anything else, let us know. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEsfu2upz4vHtC0iDdlw_FKBHP3f4vOH2fh
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85264081126?pwd=Q01BZ0ZpQ3hjQUtBMm9GcG4xNEc2dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMlduCprzoqEtBGxvJsR48-5rfLcr4XEJ-R
mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
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SACRED CONVERSATION ON RACE  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During this Black History month, and as part of our continuing commitment to the work of 
dismantling racism, and our covenant to be engaged in ongoing sacred conversations on race, we 
are encouraging members and friends of Gables UCC to participate in an interesting and timely 
program. 
 
PBS is hosting a two-part series entitled, “The Black Church: This is Our Story, This is Our 
Song.” This moving four-hour, two-part series from executive producer, host and writer Henry 
Louis Gates, Jr., Professor at Harvard University, traces the 400-year-old story of the Black 
church in America, all the way down to its bedrock role as the site of African American survival 
and grace, organizing and resilience, thriving and testifying, autonomy and freedom, solidarity 
and speaking truth to power.  
 
Please check your local listings for the series or you may also download the PBS Video App on 
your phone, or go to the link below to watch: 

https://www.pbs.org/video/the-black-church-episode1/?fbclid=IwAR2DK-
mMeKUAhlJBDxHvO75mlWFdQ6Fj7t5SP_ehOTicyONHC9MJ_pkonVE 

 
Then, on Tuesday, February 23 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom, please join 
in a conversation around this series led by the Rev. Dr. Geoffrey 
Black, the former General Minister and President of the United 
Church of Christ. During his years in ministry, Rev. Black also 
served as assistant chaplain at Brown University, associate minister 
at St. Albans Congregational UCC in Queens, Lecturer in the Field 
Education Department at Union Theological Seminary in New York 
City, and Protestant chaplain at Adelphi University.  Ecumenical 

commitment, concern for equal justice, African-American empowerment, and community 
improvement have shaped Black's ministry in the church and in the communities in which he has 
lived. To register for the conversation, please go to: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIocOmqqjgrHNVnJX5ix--ATtsi0ELfBHA9  

or contact Pastor Laurie at Laurieh@gablesucc.org. 
 

https://www.pbs.org/video/the-black-church-episode1/?fbclid=IwAR2DK-mMeKUAhlJBDxHvO75mlWFdQ6Fj7t5SP_ehOTicyONHC9MJ_pkonVE
https://www.pbs.org/video/the-black-church-episode1/?fbclid=IwAR2DK-mMeKUAhlJBDxHvO75mlWFdQ6Fj7t5SP_ehOTicyONHC9MJ_pkonVE
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIocOmqqjgrHNVnJX5ix--ATtsi0ELfBHA9

