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Our Faith is over 2000 years old. Our thinking is not. 
 

 
We invite you to be a part of our community of faith, 

to be blessed by God’s grace in our midst. 
We invite you to grow spiritually, and to find welcome at God’s table. 

Our vision is to be an inclusive, vibrant, alive, witnessing community of faith. 
We are the people of South Florida, a diverse, culturally rich, and intriguing community. 

We are young and old, economically fortunate and economically struggling,  
with and without disabilities, people of all races, gay and straight;  

trans- and cis-gender, native Miamians, and transplants from around the globe. 
 

----------------------------------------------------------- 
 

REMEMBER: 
As a church committed to good science and medical recommendations, we continue to 

keep our building closed for public worship for the safety and health of the congregation.  
While the building may be closed, the church is wide open and doing the work of the 

church by doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with God.  
Please check out the many ways to be involved and engaged in ministry. 

 
These are indeed times that call upon our faith—times like this, when we and those 
around us need assurance that we’re not alone, and that together we will get through 

whatever lies ahead. Now is the time to draw close to God in prayer, and to one another 
in acts of compassion and care. If you are in need of groceries, a meal, conversation, a 

pharmacy run, or anything else, let us know. 
 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 
3010 De Soto Boulevard  

Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 
Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

 
CCLI License # 11282912 

 
 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
December 20, 2020              Our faith is over 2000 years old                             11:00 a.m.  

Our thinking is not. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
In the practice of radical love, you are embracing human beings across the board, 

but you do give a preference – very much like Jesus – to the least of these, 
 to the weak, to the vulnerable. 

                                   ~ Cornel West  
 
PLEASE NOTE: Our Advent theme this year is “Lighting the Way.” We invite you to 
have a candle ready to light as part of our worship or use your Advent wreath. 

 
GATHERING MUSIC           A Fantasia on Festive Carols         Mark Hayes/Lani Smith 

Dr. Ron Morgan, organ and Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 
                                                                
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

  

Please check your screen for upcoming events and programs 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    
 

Thank you for signing in online.  
We love knowing where everyone is worshipping from today.  

 

Please use your smartphone to check in on Facebook; let your family and friends know 
that you are at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at gablesucc.org/live. 

 

 

Be sure to “like” us at facebook.com/gablesucc. 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME  
 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE                 

The McDermott Camp Family: Laura, John, and Lily 
  

 

http://gablesucc.org/live
http://facebook.com/mycgcc
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SUNG RESPONSE      We Light a Candle for Love                        Colligan 
 

We light a candle for love, and our world that’s longing for love 
We light a candle for love, and our world that’s longing for love 

Holy One, shine with the fire of our lives 
We light a candle for love, and our world that’s longing for love. 

 
THE GOSPEL LESSON                   Luke 1:46-55                         The Rev. Aaron Lauer 
 

And Mary said, 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, 

     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
    Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his name. 

 His mercy is for those who fear him 
    from generation to generation. 

 He has shown strength with his arm; 
    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 

 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
    and lifted up the lowly; 

 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
    and sent the rich away empty. 
 He has helped his servant Israel, 
   in remembrance of his mercy, 

according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

 
Friends, listen. God is still speaking. 

Thanks be to God!  
 
THE MORNING MESSAGE                                              

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner  
  

CHORAL RESPONSE  
Jesus, Jesus, Oh, What a Wonderful Child 

Anthony Cabrera, Mark Hart, Charmyn Kirton, Alex Woods; vocalists 
 

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482  
or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com. 

 

mailto:3059686482@vtext.com
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THE MORNING PRAYERS AND THE LORD'S PRAYER         
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
SUNG RESPONSE              O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel. 
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Child of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

O come, Desire of Nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind: 
Make envy, strife, ad quarrels cease; fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS      
                                                     

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within 
these walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 77977 or go to our church app. You can also give at 
gablesucc.org/give. Thank you for your gifts and generosity. 

 
CLOSING HYMN                      The First Nowell 

The first Noel the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;  
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

Refrain: 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel. 

They looked up and saw a star shining in the east, beyond them far;  
and to the earth it gave great light, and so it continued both day and night. [Refrain] 

And by the light of that same star three Wise Men came from country far;  
to seek for a king was their intent, and to follow the star wherever it went. [Refrain] 

This star drew nigh to the northwest, o'er Bethlehem it took its rest;  
and there it did both stop and stay, right over the place where Jesus lay. [Refrain] 
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BENEDICTION                                                                     Based on words by Kellyann 
Go forth to help birth the love of God: 

subversive, courageous, 
and full of radical hope. 

Make good trouble: 
the kind that interrupts the status quo, 

that demands justice, 
that helps birth a new creation. 

And may true peace— 
the hungry filled, 

the lowly lifted up— 
be our common calling. Amen. 

 
SUNG BENEDICTION                 Alleluia, Alleluia   

On the second verse, you are invited to open your car windows  
and raise your hands up and out in glory to God. 

 
POSTLUDE                                     

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 
      

CONNECTION CAFÉ 

Following the service, please join us for our weekly Connection Café. Come, enjoy some 
conversation with the pastors and the chance to connect with others. If you are watching 

online, the Connection Café will continue on the same video as the service so just stay 
tuned. Please send your messages through our Facebook video, the website chat, the 

YouTube video, or text or email Pastor Laurie directly at 305.968.6482 or 
3059686482@vtext.com.  

 

 
 
 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! 

If you are visiting us today, we welcome you. We are grateful we have found each other. 
And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a place to live 
out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you into 
our community. For more information about the church, please contact Pastor Laurie at 
305.448.7421, ext. 116 or LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
today and each Sunday at gablesucc.org/live. 

 
 

mailto:3059686482@vtext.com
mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
http://gablesucc.org/live
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IN OUR PRAYERS  
We remember all those places of war, violence and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace 
for all people around the world. Today’s prayers especially include our global community 
as well as our own nation and city as all encounter the coronavirus. 

 
CHURCH PRAYER LIST  

The Called to Care Team prays together each Wednesday. They use a list compiled from 
your prayer requests texted to Pastor Laurie on Sunday morning. Contact Pastor Laurie at 
305.968.6482. or Carol Fifield, Called to Care Coordinator, at miamifife@gmail.com.  

 
GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App 
Store or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and 
connected with church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need 
help? Contact Elena Korallis, our Director of Communications, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members 
and friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and 
general church business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at 
DrewS@gablesucc.org. 

 
THE COMPASSION FUND  

We have established a “Compassion Fund” to help church family and friends in need 
through these challenging days. We invite you to give, knowing that your gift will assist 
those struggling to make ends meet. If giving through our church website, app, or by texting 
“GABLESUCC” to 77977, please go to where it says “Fund,” scroll down to the 
Compassion Fund, and contribute. It’s that easy, and you will be helping other members. 

 
FRIENDS WHO CHURCH CHECK-IN 

Sundays at 12:30 p.m. 
Every Sunday, the young adults of Gables UCC are gathering for a time of check-in, 
reflection, and learning. Each week, a new leader facilitates a great conversation and 
encourages our growth in community. If you are in your 20s or 30s+ and would like to join 
us, contact Pastor Aaron for the Zoom login at AaronL@gablesucc.org or 651.252.7544. 

 
WEEKDAY MORNING DEVOTIONS! 

Morning devotions are offered each day as a way to stay connected, be inspired, and to 
provide encouragement and hope during these special days. Join us at 8:00 a.m. each 
weekday morning on all the usual places such as Facebook, Instagram, our church app, 
and our website, for these morning moments. 

mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:DrewS@gablesucc.org
mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org
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ADVENT OFFERINGS 
 

Mid-Day Advent Devotions 
This Tuesday, December 22 from 12:00 p.m. - 12:45 p.m. via Zoom 

Led by Pastor Megan 
 

In this Advent centered time of devotion, biblical scriptures and simple, accessible 
practices interweave with Maya Angelou’s stirring vision of faith, freedom, and dignity. 
Each gathering will include: Advent Candle Lighting, Advent hymns offered by our 
soloists, Scripture, Maya Angelou’s poetry, prayer, reflection, Advent spiritual practices  
 

Register in advance for this meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0vc-qqrD8qEtSGYiiCSwm-IIO5J2M8TAwS 

 
Wednesday Evening Advent Vespers  

This Wednesday, December 23 at 6:30 p.m. in the Church Courtyard 
 

These brief services of candlelight, music and prayers, are the perfect quiet break from the 
stress and noise of the season. Masks and physical distancing will be required with seating 
limited and by registration each week.  To register for the gathering this Wednesday, 
December 16, please go to https://gablesucc.org/vespers.  
 

 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Explore this wonderful season with Pastor Megan via Zoom. Each Thursday, parents will 
receive an email with a video of Ms. Alex leading Music Time as well as a video story of 
the scripture for Sunday with Pastor Megan and friends. Please contact Pastor Megan at 
MeganS@gablesucc.org for the registration link for the appropriate age group, to be added 
to our Sunday School mailing list, or with any questions.  

 
---------------------------------------- 

 
WISE (WELCOMING, INCLUSIVE, SUPPORTIVE, AND ENGAGED  

FOR MENTAL HEALTH) SUPPORT GROUP 
Being socially distant does not mean having to be socially isolated.  

 

Each Tuesday at 7:00 p.m., Lisa LeSueur leads a Zoom opportunity to connect with other 
and to share stories, as well as survival strategies, for getting through these challenging 
times. Email to LisaL@gablesucc.org for the link to the meeting.  

 
N.E.A.T. 

Second and Fourth Tuesdays of the Month at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 

  

N.E.A.T. (Network, Empower, And Transition) offers practical, motivational, emotional 
and spiritual support when facing challenges in business, career and life transitions. If 
interested, send an email to Suely Piraino Argianas at suely@crownecoaching.com.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0vc-qqrD8qEtSGYiiCSwm-IIO5J2M8TAwS
https://gablesucc.org/vespers
mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
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THE LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE 
Monday, December 21 at 6:00 p.m. 

Sanctuary or Online 
 

The holidays are hard for those whose hearts are hurting. This year, with all the change and 
loss associated with COVID-19 and the many other things that have consummed our 
attention, there seems to be an abundance of heartbreak. We invite you to this special 
service to find comfort and strength from each other and from God. It’s called the Longest 
Night Service as it takes place on the Winter Solstice, the longest night of the calendar 
year. On that day, there is less sunlight and more darkness than any other day of the year. 
Each day that will flow from it, though, will have more light. And so it is with hope!  
 
Please join us for this gentle service which makes time for remembering and for sharing 
our hurting places with God, while opening our hearts to the hope of this holy season. You 
may attend in person by making a reservation at the link below or by joining us online on 
our website, church app, Instagram, Facebook, or Twitter. To register go to: 
https://gablesucc.org/longest-night. 
 
Following the service, we invite you to bring a chair and sit in our parking lot for a bit to 
enjoy an event of astronomical proportions, as Jupiter and Saturn, the two largest planets, 
converge in the night sky. It’s been nearly 400 years since the planets passed this close to 
each other in the sky, and nearly 800 years since the alignment of Saturn and Jupiter 
occurred at night. A special ending to the night.  

 
 
 

 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY  
 

So that everyone can enjoy the beautiful Chrstmas tree that graces our sanctuary, on 
Christmas Eve we will bring it outdoors and place it where the Easter flower cross always 
stands. Since we were under quarantine at Easter and no annaul family pictures were able 
to be taken at the cross, we invite individuals or families to come on Christmas Day from 
2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. and have their picture taken with the tree outside our beautiful 
church  building. Someone will be there to take your picture for you so bring your family 
and have next year’s holiday picture ready to go!   
 
 
 

https://gablesucc.org/longest-night
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Fair Trade MarketPlace 
at 

Coral Gables Congregational UCC 

 
Your purchases continue to help artisans in developing countries build strong, 
local economies. These skilled workers are paid fair-living wages while 
crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. Lives are 
changed as the artisans support their families with the dignity and pride of 
their work.  We offer curbside pickup and delivery.  
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Christmas Eve 
Outdoor Service 

Thursday,  
December 24  
at 6:30 p.m.  

 

This year has been one of changes, creativity, and adjustment, not only in our 
lives, our families, and in our work; but in our worship life as a congregation. Join 
us for our first-ever Outdoor Christmas Eve Service as we come together in a 
newfangled and festive way, to celebrate the birth of the Christ-Child as we gather 
in the church parking lot!  Since this is our first attempt at such a thing, you may 
have some questions…here are a few answers: 
  

What do we bring? Please bring your own lawn chairs and masks. You may sit as 
families or individuals socially distanced from others in the church parking lot. 
There will be ushers there to greet you and help get you situated. If you are sitting 
outdoors, please park your car around the church or on the side streets. Please 
note: Masks are required to be worn at all times.  
 

Wonder if I don’t want to sit outside? You may park in the Church Green, stay  
in your car and listen to the service on your FM radio at 87.9. 
  
Will this service be online? Unfortunately, it will not be online. Be sure to catch 
one of our many other services which will be online for all to enjoy.  
  

Wonder if it rains? If its spritzing, we will still gather outdoors and pretend that 
it is snow. However, you may wish to be part of the car brigade on the Green. 
  

Do we have to dress up? This is an informal service, and even ugly Christmas 
sweaters and reindeer hats are encouraged. 
 

What about our usual Christmas cookies? Would we forget this annual 
tradition? No way. Each person attending will receive a bag with treats, including a 
Christmas cookie, as well as a candle to be lit during Silent Night. Each child will 
receive a special glow stick. If you are in the car, you will get a special battery-
operated candle. We want EVERYONE to shine that night 
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