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GATHERING MUSIC

Dr. Greg Taylor, Parish Musician

READING OF THE CHRISTMAS STORY
Luke 2:1-14

The Rev. Megan Smith, Pastor

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.
All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And
she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you
good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands
of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace
among those whom God favors!”
CALL TO COMMUNITY
OPENING WORDS

Grown Up Christmas List
Charmyn Kirton, vocalist
The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Pastor

QUIET PRAYER
RESPONSIVE PRAYER
The Rev. Aaron Lauer, Pastor and The Rev. Megan Smith, Pastor

OPENING CAROL

It Came upon the Midnight Clear
Charmyn Kiron, vocalist
It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold;
“Peace on the earth, good will to all, great news of joy we bring.”
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing.

And you, beneath life's crushing load, whose forms are bending low,
who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps and slow.
Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing.
O rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels sing!
READINGS

John 1:1-5
The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner
The Cloud of Despair
Lisa LeSeuer, Minister for Staff and Congregational Care
Not Celebrate?
The Rev. Megan Smith

THE GIFT OF MUSIC
CANDLE LIGHTING
EVENING PRAYER
CAROL

Who Would Imagine a King?
Charmyn Kirton, vocalist
The Rev. Aaron Lauer
The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner
Silent Night, Holy Night
Charmyn Kirton, vocalist

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night, child of God, love’s pure light.
Radiant beams from your holy face
bring the dawn of redeeming grace;
Jesus Christ at your birth, Jesus Christ at your birth
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Lisa LeSueur
Dr. Greg Taylor, piano

Ann Weems

