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„Siehe, ich verkündige Euch große Freude, die allem Volk widerfahren wird“  

(Lukas 2, 10)  

 

 

Bilingualer Online Weihnachtsgottesdienst 2020 
„Festival of Lessons and Carols“ 

 
Gottesdienstablauf am 24.12.2020 

 
 
 
Eingangsmusik (Welcome Music)       Ron Morgan 
 
Begrüßung und Einführung (Words of Welcome)     Stephan Eberhagen 

The Service of Lessons and Carols had its origin at Truro Cathedral (England) on Christmas Eve, 1880,  
when the Bishop of Truro, F.W. Benson, developed a service of scripture readings and supporting carols. 

Some 38 years later in 1918, this format was adapted for Christmas at King’s College Chapel, Cambridge, England.  
The BBC broadcast from King’s College helped to popularize the Service of Lessons and Carols,  
which Cathedrals and small churches throughout the world quickly duplicated. 

The heart of the service continues to this day –  
We gather here to recall the mystery of our redemption.  
Though sin drew us away from God, he never stopped loving us.  
The prophets told of the coming of a Messiah  
who would initiate a reign of justice and peace.  
This promise was fulfilled in the incarnation of Jesus Christ.  
Let us now reflect with joy on this wondrous mystery. 

Entzünden der Lichter am Adventskranz (Lighting the Advent Wreath) German Ministry 
Miami   

In a world of where so many despair, 
God lights a candle of hope in our hearts. 

In a world where so many experience violence, 
God lights a candle of peace in our hearts. 

In a world where so many experience hatred, 
God lights a candle of love in our hearts. 
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In a world where so many wait in darkness, 
light comes into our hearts 
through a baby born in a manger! 
He is Emmanuel, Christ the Lord! 
 
Lied: „Wir sagen Euch an” EG 17, 1-4 German Ministry 

Miami 
 

We say to you, to the dear Advent, 
See, the first candle burns! 
We tell you of a holy time. 
Prepare the way for the Lord! 
Rejoice, you Christians! 
Rejoice very much. The Lord is already near. 

We say to you, to the dear Advent. 
See, the second candle burns. 
So take care of one another, 
as the Lord did to us! 
Rejoice, you Christians ... 

We say to you, to the dear Advent. 
See, the third candle is burning. 
Now wear your goodness brightly 
far into the dark world. 
Rejoice, you Christians ... 

We say to you, to the dear Advent. 
See, the fourth candle is burning. 
God himself will come, he does not hesitate. 
Up, up, hearts, light up. 
Rejoice, you Christians ... 

 
1. Lesung – Johannes (John) 1,1-5   Pastor Klaus Koch 

(Clearwater) 
  
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.   
He was in the beginning with God.   
All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.   
What has come into being in him was  
life, and the life was the light of all people.   
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  
 
A prayer Pastor Klaus Koch 

(Clearwater) 
 
Solo: Candlelight Carol by John Rutter  Vocal Ensemble  

Coral Gables UCC 
(Miami) 

 
How do you capture 
The wind on the water? 
How do you count all the stars in the sky? 
How can you measure 
The love of a mother 
Or how can you write down 
A baby's first cry? 
Candlelight, angel light 
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Firelight and star glow 
Shine on his cradle till breaking of dawn 
Gloria, Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Angels are singing 
The Christ child is born 
Shepherds and wise men 
Will kneel and adore him 
Seraphim round him their vigil will keep 
Nations proclaim him 
Their Lord and their Saviour 
But Mary will hold him 
And sing him to sleep 
Candlelight, angel light 
Firelight and star glow 
Shine on his cradle till breaking of dawn 
Gloria, Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Angels are singing 
The Christ child is born 
Find him at Bethlehem laid in a manger 
Christ our Redeemer asleep in the hay 
Godhead incarnate and hope of salvation 
A child with his mother 
That first Christmas Day 
Candlelight, angel light 
Firelight and star glow 
Shine on his cradle till breaking of dawn 
Gloria, Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Angels are singing 
The Christ child is born 
Angels are singing 
The Christ child is born 

 
2. Lesung – Jesaja (Isaia) 9, 1 & 5-6 Pastor Michael 

Delong  
(Naples) 

The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death,  
upon them hath the light shined. For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given:  
and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor,  
The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.  
Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David,  
and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment  
and with justice from henceforth even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. 
 
A prayer Pastor Michael 

Delong  
(Naples) 

 

Lied: „Es ist ein Ros entsprungen“ (Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming) EG 30, 1-3 German Ministry 
Miami 

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming 
from tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse’s lineage coming, 
as men of old have sung. 
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It came, a floweret bright, 
amid the cold of winter, 
When half spent was the night. 
  
Isaiah ’twas foretold it, 
the Rose I have in mind; 
With Mary we behold it, 
the virgin mother kind. 
To show God’s love aright, 
she bore to men a Savior, 
When half spent was the night. 
  
This Flow'r, whose fragrance tender 
with sweetness fills the air, 
Dispels with glorious splendor 
the darkness everywhere; 
True Man, yet very God, 
from sin and death He saves us, 
And lightens every load. 
  

 
 
3. Lesung – Lukas (Luke) 1, 26-38  Pastor Wilfried  

Wassermann  
(Orlando) 

 
 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth,  
to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  
And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 

But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.   
The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 
 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.  
He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High,  
and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  
He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  
Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 

The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you,  
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;  
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.  
And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son;  
and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.  
For nothing will be impossible with God.”  
Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.”  
Then the angel departed from her. 

 
A prayer Pastor Wilfried 

Wassermann  
(Orlando) 

 
Lied: „Vom Himmel hoch“ (From Heaven Above to Earth I come) EG 24, 1-3 Dora Szekely  

(North Port) 
 
From heaven above to earth I come 
To bear good news to every home; 
Glad tidings of great joy I bring, 
Whereof I now will say and sing: 
 
To you this night is born a child 
Of Mary, chosen virgin mild; 
This little child, of lowly birth, 
Shall be the joy of all the earth. 
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This is the Christ, our God and Lord, 
Who in all need shall aid afford; 
He will Himself your Savior be 
From all your sins to set you free. 

 
4. Lesung – Lukas (Luke) 2, 1-7       Pastor Attila Szemesi 

(North Port) 
   
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.   
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.   
All went to their own towns to be registered.  
 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,  
because he was descended from the house and family of David.  
 
He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.   
While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.   
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth,  
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 
A prayer          Pastor Attila Szemesi 

(North Port) 
 
 
Lied: „Hört der Engel helle Lieder“ (Angels we have heard on high) EG 54, 1-3 Dora Szekely  

(North Port) 
 
Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains. 

Refrain: 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heav’nly song? 

Come to Bethlehem and see 
Him Whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee, 
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

 
5. Lesung – Lukas (Luke) 2, 8-16 Louise Davidson- 

Schmich 
(Miami)   

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around then, and they were terrified.   
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:  
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.   
This will be a sign for you; you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”   
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,  
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those who he favors!’ 
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When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,  
“let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.”   
So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
  
 
A prayer Yvonne Visser-

Guerrero 
(Miami)   

 
Solo: „O Holy Night” Dora Szekely  

(North Port) 
 
O Holy night! The stars are brightly shining 
It is the night of our dear Savior's birth 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining 
'Til He appears and the soul felt its worth 
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn 
Fall on your knees; O hear the Angel voices! 
O night divine, O night when Christ was born 
O night, O Holy night, O night divine! 
 
Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming 
With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand 
So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming 
Here come the Wise Men from Orient land 
The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger 
In all our trials born to be our friend 
He knows our need, to our weakness is no stranger 
Behold your King; before Him lowly bend 
Behold your King; before Him lowly bend 
 
Truly He taught us to love one another; 
His law is love and His Gospel is Peace 
Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother 
And in His name, all oppression shall cease 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we 
Let all within us Praise His Holy name 
Christ is the Lord; O praise His name forever! 
His power and glory evermore proclaim 
His power and glory evermore proclaim 
 
  
6. Lesung – Matthäus (Mathew) 2, 1-12 Daniel Ralph Wecke 

(Sarasota) 

 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,  
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking,  
“Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?  
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.”  
When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 
and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people,  
he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.  
They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:  
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;  
for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 

 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared.  
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Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him,  
bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage. ”When they had heard the king, they set out;  
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising,  
until it stopped over the place where the child was.  
When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.  
On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother;  
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests,  
they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  
And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod,  
they left for their own country by another road. 

 
Gebet zu Weihnachten         Pastor Frank Kopania 
           (Oberkirchenrat EKD) 
 
 
Lied: „Stille Nacht“ (Silent Night) EG 46, 1-3 Dora Szekely  

(North Port) 
 
Silent night, holy night 
All is calm all is bright 
‘Round yon virgin Mother and Child 
Holy infant so tender and mild 
Sleep in heavenly peace 
Sleep in heavenly peace 
 
Silent night, holy night, 
Shepherds quake at the sight. 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heav’nly hosts sing Alleluia; 
Christ the Savior is born 
Christ the Savior is born 
 
Silent night! Holy night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy Holy Face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy Birth! 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy Birth! 
 
Weihnachtsegen (Benediction)       Pastor Michael Delong 

Let us go from this place proclaiming 
that we have seen the glory of God 
Believing that there is a light that shines in the darkness 
Which the darkness shall not overcome 
  
And may the love of the Creator 
The joy of the Spirit 
And the peace of the Christ-child 
Be with you this Christmas, and evermore 
Amen. 
 
Weihnachtsgrußbotschaft des Deutschen Generalkonsuls in Florida  Andreas Siegel 
 
„O du Fröhliche“- Ausklang  (Oh how joyfully - Concluding)   Ron Morgan 
 
 
 



 8 

Aktuelle Informationen zu den deutschen christlichen Gemeinden in 
Florida finden Sie unter  www.deutschekircheflorida.com oder Sie melden 
sich bei germanministry@gablesucc.org. 

http://www.deutschekircheflorida.com/
mailto:germanministry@gablesucc.org
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