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WELCOME TO CORAL GABLES CONGREGATIONAL 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Our Faith is over 2000 years old. Our thinking is not. 
 

 
We invite you to be a part of our community of faith, 

to be blessed by God’s grace in our midst. 
We invite you to grow spiritually, and to find welcome at God’s table. 

Our vision is to be an inclusive, vibrant, alive, witnessing community of faith. 
We are the people of South Florida, a diverse, culturally rich, and intriguing community. 

We are young and old, economically fortunate and economically struggling,  
with and without disabilities, people of all races, gay and straight;  

trans- and cis-gender, native Miamians, and transplants from around the globe. 
 

A common misconception is that Church goers are  
stuffy, standoffish, and don’t like newcomers. 

Nothing is farther from the truth here. 
We want you to experience our friendship and closeness firsthand. 

We want you to feel comfortable and to enjoy worship with us. 
Visiting a church for the first time can be a frightening experience. 
We know it can be scary walking through those big wooden doors. 

We assure you, though, that the hard part is making up your mind to visit. 
Once you are here you will find a haven of hospitality, beauty, and inspiring worship. 

 
 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 
3010 De Soto Boulevard  

Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 
Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

 
CCLI License # 11282912 

 
 
 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
December 27, 2020              Our faith is over 2000 years old                             11:00 a.m.   

Our thinking is not. 
 

 
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS  

When the song of the angels is stilled, when the star in the sky is gone, 
when the kings and princes are home, when the shepherds are back with their flocks, 

the work of Christmas begins: to find the lost, to heal the broken, 
to feed the hungry, to release the prisoner, 

to rebuild the nations, to bring peace among the people, 
to make music in the heart. 

                                                                                         ~ Howard Thurman  
 
GATHERING MUSIC         Carol Prelude on Greensleeves                     Richard Purvis 
                                                      Noel Grand Jeu Et Duo                 Louis Claude Daquin 

Dr. Ron Morgan, Director of Music Ministry 
                                         
ANNOUNCEMENTS     

Please check your screen for upcoming events and programs 
 No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    
 

Thank you for signing in online.  
We love knowing where everyone is worshipping from today.  

 

Please use your smartphone to check in on Facebook; let your family and friends know 
that you are at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at gablesucc.org/live. 

 

 

Be sure to “like” us at facebook.com/gablesucc. 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME         
 
CAROL SING                      Angels We Have Heard on High 

 

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

Continued… 

http://gablesucc.org/live
http://facebook.com/mycgcc


4 
 

It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 
It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold: 
"Peace on the earth, goodwill to all, from heavens all gracious King!" 

The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 
 

Go Tell It on the Mountain 
Refrain:  Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere 

Go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born. 
 

Down in a lowly manger, the humble Christ was born 
And God sent us salvation, that blessed Christmas morn. (Refrain)  

                           
RELIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE  

Rejoice, people of God! The light has come into the world. 
So now we relight the candle of his nativity! 

 
SUNG RESPONSE                         Joy to the World 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, and Heaven and nature sing, 

And Heaven and nature sing, and Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing. 
 

THE HEBREW READING  
    One:  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who  

lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. For a child has  
been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and  
he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Love, Prince  
of Peace.  

 
MUSICAL RESPONSE            Do You Hear What I Hear 

Greg Jackson and Brandon Mowry, vocalists  
 

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482  
or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com. 

 
THE MORNING PRAYERS AND THE LORD'S PRAYER         

Our Creator, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

mailto:3059686482@vtext.com
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SUNG PRAYER RESPONSE  
O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 

 
THE RECEIVING OF OUR GIFTS, TITHES, AND PLEDGES      

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within 
these walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 77977 or go to our church app. You can also give at 
gablesucc.org/give. Thank you for your gifts and generosity. 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC                  When You Believe                  Carey and Houston  
Greg Jackson and Brandon Mowry, vocalists  

 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Our table is wide-open to all who desire a closer relationship with God no matter your 
age, gender, station in life, sexual orientation, or faith tradition.   

 

We invite you to have available a piece of bread/cracker and a small cup of juice/wine 
ready so that we may share Holy Communion together as a “commune-ity,”  

no matter from where we are worshipping today.  
 
INVITATION  
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION  
 
SHARING OF BREAD AND CUP  

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
 
CLOSING CAROL              Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  

 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
With angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
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Christ, by highest heaven adored: Christ, the everlasting Lord; 
Late in time the savior comes, Offspring of the Virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see; Hail, the incarnate Deity: 
Pleased, on earth with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel! 

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new-born King! 
 

Hail the heavenly Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, Risen with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, born that we no more may die. 
Born to raise us all from earth, born to give us second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 
THE SENDING FORTH INTO THE NEW YEAR  

The world now is to dangerous 
and too beautiful for anything but love. 

May your eyes be so blessed that you see 
the newborn Christ in everyone; 

and in your ears, so you hear the cry of the poor. 
May your hands be so blessed 

that everything you touch is a sacrament. 
Your lips, so you speak nothing but the truth with love. 

May your feet be so blessed you run to those who need you. 
And may your heart be so opened, 

so set on fire, that your love, 
your love, changes everything. Amen. 

 
POSTLUDE                                  God Rest You Merry                            arr. Wilbur Held 

Dr. Ron Morgan, organ 
 
 
 

 
CONNECTION CAFÉ 

 

Following the service, please join us for our weekly Connection Café. Come, enjoy some 
conversation with the pastors and the chance to connect with others.  Starting today, we 
will go right into the Connection Café after the postlude. It will be in the same video, so 
you will no longer need to refresh your page. Please send the pastors messages through 
our Facebook video, the website chat, the YouTube video, or text or email Pastor Laurie 
directly at 305.968.6482 or 3059686482@vtext.com. 

 

mailto:3059686482@vtext.com
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A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! 

If you are visiting us today, we welcome you. We are grateful we have found each other. 
And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a place to live 
out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you into 
our community. For more information about the church, please contact Pastor Laurie at 
305.448.7421, ext. 116 or LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
today and each Sunday at gablesucc.org/live. 

---------------------------------------------- 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS  
We remember all those places of war, violence and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace 
for all people around the world. Today’s prayers especially include our global community 
as well as our own nation and city as all encounter the coronavirus. 

 
CHURCH PRAYER LIST  

The Called to Care Team prays together each Wednesday. They use a list compiled from 
your prayer requests texted to Pastor Laurie on Sunday morning. Contact Pastor Laurie at 
305.968.6482. or Carol Fifield, Called to Care Coordinator, at miamifife@gmail.com.  

 
GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App 
Store or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and 
connected with church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need 
help? Contact Elena Korallis, our Director of Communications, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members 
and friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and 
general church business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at 
DrewS@gablesucc.org. 

 
THE COMPASSION FUND  

We have established a “Compassion Fund” to help church family and friends in need 
through these challenging days. We invite you to give, knowing that your gift will assist 
those struggling to make ends meet. If giving through our church website, app, or by texting 
“GABLESUCC” to 77977, please go to where it says “Fund,” scroll down to the 
Compassion Fund, and contribute. It’s that easy, and you will be helping other members. 

 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
http://gablesucc.org/live
mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:DrewS@gablesucc.org
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FRIENDS WHO CHURCH CHECK-IN 
Sundays at 12:30 p.m. 

Every Sunday, the young adults of Gables UCC are gathering for a time of check-in, 
reflection, and learning. Each week, a new leader facilitates a great conversation and 
encourages our growth in community. If you are in your 20s or 30s+ and would like to join 
us, contact Pastor Aaron for the Zoom login at AaronL@gablesucc.org or 651.252.7544. 

WISE (WELCOMING, INCLUSIVE, SUPPORTIVE, AND ENGAGED 
FOR MENTAL HEALTH) SUPPORT GROUP 

Being socially distant does not mean having to be socially isolated.  
 

Each Tuesday at 7:00 p.m., Lisa LeSueur leads a Zoom opportunity to connect with other 
and to share stories, as well as survival strategies, for getting through these challenging 
times. If you are interested in joining, please email Lisa at LisaL@gablesucc.org and the 
link to the meeting will be forwarded to you.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN 
Sunday Mornings through January 10 on Zoom 

Explore this special season with Pastor Megan via Zoom. Each Thursday, parents will 
receive an email with a video of Ms. Alex leading Music Time as well as a video story of 
the scripture for Sunday with Pastor Megan and friends. Please contact her at 
MeganS@gablesucc.org for the registration link for the appropriate age group, to be added 
to our Sunday School mailing list, or with any questions you may have. 

Zoom Meeting Times: 
PreK-3 and PreK-4: 10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m.; Kinder and 1st Grade: 10:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 

2nd and 3rd Grade: 11:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m.; 4th and 5th Grade: 11:30 a.m.-12:00 a.m. 

NEW ADULT BOOK STUDY COMING IN JANUARY 
Reading the Bible Badly: 

How American Christians Misunderstand and Misuse their Scriptures 
Sundays, January 3-31 at 9:00 a.m. via Zoom 

During the month of January, Rick Walters will lead us through the book: Reading the 
Bible Badly: How American Christians Misunderstand and Misuse their Scriptures, by 
Karl Allen Kuhn (an Eden Theological Seminary grad). Reading the Bible Badly exposes 
how American Christians misunderstand and misuse the Bible, reading Scripture through 
“lenses” that distort its true character. Click the link below to register: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcud-
qtqTkrEtRWpBbgaP8uOZone1Q4mznT 

mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org
mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcud-qtqTkrEtRWpBbgaP8uOZone1Q4mznT
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcud-qtqTkrEtRWpBbgaP8uOZone1Q4mznT
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FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 
Tuesday - Saturday from 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

We are now open but with safety in mind. Each of your purchases helps artisans in 
developing countries build strong, local economies. These skilled workers are paid fair-
living wages while crafting sustainable products that do not harm the environment. No 
child labor is used. Women’s lives are changed as they support their families with the 
dignity and pride of their work.  

We offer curbside pickup and delivery too. 
Call our personal shopper: Marilyn Smit at 786.897.1515. 

 

 
Happy New Year! 

 

A new year is like a blank book. 
The pen is in your hands. 

It is your chance  
to write a beautiful story for yourself. 
Wishing you a Happy and Meaningful  

2021! 
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STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT TO THE WORK OF ANTI-RACISM 

 

Black Lives Matter. This is a truth we speak to ourselves, to the Church, and to the world as we 
witness racism continue to take the lives of Black people in America. 

With grieving hearts, we speak their names: George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery, Tony 
McDade, Corey Jones, Atatiana Jefferson, Trayvon Martin and countless other victims of racist 
violence, both known and unknown, listened to and ignored. The voice of their blood cries out from 
the ground, and we join this cry for justice. 

Again and again, we are reminded that racism is more than individual thoughts and actions. It is an 
immoral system that structurally discriminates against and oppresses people of color - especially 
Black people - through underfunded schools, lack of access to healthcare, food insecurity, 
discriminatory housing policies, polluted neighborhoods and undrinkable water, and an unjust 
criminal justice system.   

As Christians, we believe that all people are children of God and deserve the same dignity, 
compassion, and access to a full life no matter their skin color, gender, gender identity or 
expression, sexual orientation, national origin, immigration status, socio-economic status, ability, 
education, or faith tradition. 

The book of Genesis affirms that, “God created humankind in God’s own image;” that all people 
are beloved, blessed image-bearers of the Divine. Likewise, the Apostle Paul preaches in Galatians 
that “there is no longer Jew nor Greek...for all are one in Christ Jesus;” that we are united as a 
human race, and that in God nothing divides us. In this oneness, we must unite and resist the racism 
that permeates every institution in this country -- including the Church -- and deprives us of fully 
experiencing the wholeness and equality promised by God and exemplified in the life of Jesus. 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ continues its commitment to the work 
of anti-racism, to dismantling the system of White supremacy, and to the co-creation with the 
Holy Spirit of God’s reign of peace and justice on earth. This is the work that Jesus calls us 
to, in courage and hope, for a transformed world where all God’s children are equal, free, 
and loved. 
As a congregation, we will embody this commitment in our life and culture together through 
awareness, education, skills, application of anti-racist education, policies, and practices, as we 
continue to our work of dismantling racism. This includes: 

-Anti-racist educational programming for children, youth, and adults
-Building relationships with diverse congregations
-Partnership with and purchases from Black-owned businesses and Black-led community
organizations
-Justice work with PACT on issues of housing, gun violence, and unnecessary arrests
-Hiring practices that prioritize racial diversity
-Prophetic preaching and worship
-Prayer without ceasing for racial justice
In the name of God our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, we re-affirm our commitment to
dismantling racism in our nation and to the work of justice and witness for all people. Amen.
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