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WELCOME TO CORAL GABLES CONGREGATIONAL 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Our Faith is over 2000 years old. Our thinking is not. 

 

 
We invite you to be a part of our community of faith, 

to be blessed by God’s grace in our midst. 
We invite you to grow spiritually, and to find welcome at God’s table. 

Our vision is to be an inclusive, vibrant, alive, witnessing community of faith. 
We are the people of South Florida, a diverse, culturally rich, and intriguing community. 

We are young and old, economically fortunate and economically struggling,  
with and without disabilities, people of all races, gay and straight;  

trans- and cis-gender, native Miamians, and transplants from around the globe. 
 

A common misconception is that Church goers are  
stuffy, standoffish, and don’t like newcomers. 

Nothing is farther from the truth here. 
We want you to experience our friendship and closeness firsthand. 

We want you to feel comfortable and to enjoy worship with us. 
Visiting a church for the first time can be a frightening experience. 
We know it can be scary walking through those big wooden doors. 

We assure you, though, that the hard part is making up your mind to visit. 
Once you are here you will find a haven of hospitality, beauty, and inspiring worship. 

 
 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 
3010 De Soto Boulevard  

Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 
Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

 
CCLI License # 11282912 

 
 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
October 18, 2020                  Our faith is over 2000 years old                             11:00 a.m.  

Our thinking is not. 
 

 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost  
"What if Christians were known as a countercultural community of the well-rested -- 

people who embrace our limits with zest and even joy?"                                                                                             
~Tish Harrison Warren 

 
GATHERING MUSIC                   Piano Selections   

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano   

                                        Two Trumpet Tunes on Festive Hymns                                Lasky 
Dr. Ron Morgan, organ  

 
WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                
 No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    
 

Thank you for signing in online.  
We love knowing where everyone is worshipping from today.  

 

Please use your smartphone to check in on Facebook; let your family and friends know 
that you are at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at gablesucc.org/live. 

 

 

Be sure to “like” us at facebook.com/gablesucc. 
 

SUNG CALL TO COMMUNITY           Rest                                                          Maher  
Mark Hart and Gregory Jackson, vocalists; Seth Woods, percussion 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                 
 

As we wander through these days of doubt and fear,  
you are our guide lighting the way, O God. 

When the world leaves us broken and bruised,  
you are the healer who restores our souls. 

When we feel abandoned and alone, unsure of where to turn, 
lost in our confusion and struggle, 

your presence of peace says, “Be still and know that I am God.” 
You are the Living One, the source of all our strength, the hope of all our tomorrows. 

Be with us now as we gather in your presence and offer our hearts in praise. 

http://gablesucc.org/live
http://facebook.com/mycgcc
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HYMN                               Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 
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SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST   

                      

One: No matter from where you are worshipping with us today; no matter the 
concerns, worries, or joys that you bring; no matter your background or 
social status; your race, culture, faith tradition, or sexual orientation, we offer 
to you the peace of Christ. Peace be with you!  

 

If you are gathered with others, share the peace of Christ with one another. 
If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace of Christ with them.  
 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE             Halle, Halle, Halle                     Caribbean Traditional  

THE HEBREW SCRIPTURE          Exodus 33:12-23 
Moses said to God, “See, you have said to me, ‘Bring up this people’; but you have not 
let me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name, and 
you have also found favor in my sight.’ Now if I have found favor in your sight, show me 
your ways, so that I may know you and find favor in your sight. Consider too that this 
nation is your people.” God said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you 
rest.” And Moses responded, “If your presence will not go, do not carry us up from here. 
For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your sight, I and your people, unless 
you go with us? In this way, we shall be distinct, I and your people, from every people on 
the face of the earth.” 
 

God said to Moses, “I will do the very thing that you have asked; for you have found 
favor in my sight, and I know you by name.” Moses said, “Show me your glory, I pray.” 
And God said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim before 
you the name, ‘Yehovah’; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will 
show mercy on whom I will show mercy.  
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But,” God said, “you cannot see my face; for no one shall see me and live.” And 
the GOD continued, “See, there is a place by me where you shall stand on the rock; and 
while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with 
my hand until I have passed by; then I will take away my hand, and you shall see my 
back; but my face shall not be seen.” 
 

 
Friends, listen. God is still speaking!  
Thanks be to God!  
 
INSTRUMENTAL INTERLUDE  
 
THE MORNING MESSAGE                                                             

The Rev. Aaron Lauer 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE                 I Will Rest In You                 Nockels/Brown/Younker 

Gregory Jackson, vocalist; Seth Woods, percussion 
 

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482  
or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com. 

 
 

THE MORNING PRAYERS AND THE LORD'S PRAYER         
Our Creator, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

SUNG RESPONSE                  Come and Fill Our Hearts 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace, you alone, O Lord, are holy 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace, Alleluia! 
 
THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS                                                          
Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within 
these walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 
“GABLESUCC” to 77977 or go to our church app. You can also give on our website. 
 
THE DOXOLOGY (Sung)              

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

mailto:3059686482@vtext.com
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*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

Gracious God, as you make your presence known among us 
may we be grateful for the peace you offer,  

the love you share, the hope you inspire, and the joy you create. 
Make these gifts strengthen our relationship with your care and grace. Amen. 

 
THE CLOSING HYMN          Come to Me, O Weary Traveler    

BENEDICTION  
Friends, may you go from this place with God beside you as your companion,  

and leading the way as your guide.  
And in this Holy Presence may you find peace, rest, renewal, and hope. 

May it be so, and Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE                                       

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 
Following the service, please join us for our weekly Connection Café. Come, enjoy some 
conversation with the pastors and the chance to connect with others.  Starting today, we 
will go right into the Connection Café after the postlude. It will be in the same video, so 
you will no longer need to refresh your page. Please send the pastors messages through 
our Facebook video, the website chat, the YouTube video, or text or email Pastor Laurie 

directly at 305.968.6482 or 3059686482@vtext.com. 

mailto:3059686482@vtext.com
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 A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! 

If you are visiting us today, we welcome you. We are grateful we have found each other. 
And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a place to live 
out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you into 
our community. For more information about the church, please contact Pastor Laurie at 
305.448.7421, ext. 116 or LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
today and each Sunday at gablesucc.org/live. 

 
TODAY’S BULLETIN COVER: 

Describing her painting titled "You Are Not Alone," artist Victoria Jimenez says, "This 
painting reminds us that no matter what the situation is, God is always with us. God's love 
and presence follows wherever we go." Jimenez is a Florida-based artist who was born in 
Colombia. If you wish to view more of her art, please go to the link below: 
http://www.victoriajimenezartist.com/artist.html.   

 
IN OUR PRAYERS  

We remember all those places of war, violence and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace 
for all people around the world. Today’s prayers especially include our global community 
as well as our own nation and city as all encounter the coronavirus. A lighted candle on the 
altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, healing, compassion, and unity. 

 
FRIENDS WHO CHURCH CHECK-IN 

Sundays at 12:30 p.m. 
Every Sunday the young adults of Gables UCC are gathering for a time of check-in, 
reflection, and learning. Each week a new leader facilitates a great conversation and 
encourages our growth in community. If you are in your 20s or 30s+ and would like to join 
us, contact Pastor Aaron for the Zoom login at AaronL@gablesucc.org or 651.252.7544. 

 

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App 
Store or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and 
connected with church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need 
help? Contact Elena Korallis, our Director of Communications, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
 
 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
http://gablesucc.org/live
http://www.victoriajimenezartist.com/artist.html
mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
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STAY IN TOUCH 
Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members 
and friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and 
general church business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at 
DrewS@gablesucc.org. 

 
CHURCH PRAYER LIST  

The Called to Care Team prays together each Wednesday. They use a list compiled from 
your prayer requests texted to Pastor Laurie on Sunday morning (or throughout the week). 
To share your prayers, text Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol Fifield, 
Coordinator of the Called to Care Team, at miamifife@gmail.com.  

 

 
THE COMPASSION FUND  

We have established a “Compassion Fund” to help church family and friends in need 
through these challenging days. We invite you to give, knowing that your gift will assist 
those struggling to make ends meet. If giving through our church website, app, or by texting 
“GABLESUCC” to 77977, please go to where it says “Fund,” scroll down to the 
Compassion Fund, and contribute. It’s that easy, and you will be helping other members. 

 
DO YOU LOVE AND MISS THE FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE? 

The feeling is mutual! While we can't be open, we can help you with purchases during this 
extraordinary time. Call our personal shopper: Marilyn Smit at 786.897.1515. We offer 
curbside pickup and delivery too. 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  

Monday, October 19 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom 
We will gather virtually as we knit or crochet prayer shawls to share with members of our 
church family who are ill. If you would like to join us and have not received the link for 
Zoom, please contact Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

LUNCH AND THE BIBLE  

Please join one of our pastors virtually for lunch, fellowship, and a discussion on one of 
their favorite Bible passages. You bring your lunch, and we’ll provide the scripture. To 
join this Bible study, please contact Pastor Aaron for the Zoom ID and password at 
AaronL@gablesucc.org. 
 

mailto:DrewS@gablesucc.org
mailto:miamifife@gmail.com


10 
 

WISE (WELCOMING, INCLUSIVE, SUPPORTIVE, AND ENGAGED  
FOR MENTAL HEALTH) SUPPORT GROUP 

Being socially distant does not mean having to be socially isolated.  
 

Each Tuesday at 7:00 p.m., Lisa LeSueur leads a Zoom opportunity to connect with other 
and to share stories, as well as survival strategies, for getting through these challenging 
times. If you are interested in joining, please email Lisa at LisaL@gablesucc.org and the 
link to the meeting will be forwarded to you.  

 
------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
WISE PRESENTS…GRACE, GRAVITY, AND GETTING OLD 

 

The WISE Team had chosen the year 2020 to explore the natural aging process, including 
the physical and psychological changes that occur as we age. We invite you to join us each  
Thursday evening in October from 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. for this series on aging. This 
is for people of ALL ages, as let’s face it, we are all aging!  

 

These sessions will be via Zoom. Please register by going to this link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEud-

moqDwjHdG7xHdduRemkhkaiTFO6ynv 
 

Thursday, October 22 – The Brain and Aging. For many people, the number one 
concern about the aging process is loss of memory and the onset of dementia. And indeed, 
some changes in the ability to think and to remember are considered a normal part of the 
aging process. What is normal forgetfulness and what are signs of more concerning 
memory loss or dementia? Dr. Amy Weisman De Mamani, professor of Psychology at the 
University of Miami will be with us to discuss the topic of the brain and aging. 
  

Dr. Weisman de Mamani received her Doctorate in Clinical Psychology from the 
University of Southern California where she also received an M.A. in Clinical Psychology. 
She did her Predoctoral Clinical Internship University of California, Los Angeles 
Neuropsychiatric Institute, A respected writer, presenter, and professor, we look forward 
to welcoming her back to the church and to this important topic in aging.   
 
Thursday, October 29 – Five Wishes.  In case you’ve never heard of it, Five Wishes is a  
document that lets you decide your final wishes as well as how you’ll be treated if you ever  
become seriously ill. It helps all adults, regardless of age or health, to consider and 
document how they want to be cared for at the end of life. In addition, you get to make 
decisions surrounding your comfort, your dignity and other requests you have — no matter 
how specific they are. All participants will receive a Five Wishes form when they register 
to fill-in and to ask any questions that evening. Presenters include a pastor, attorney, and 
physician.  

mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEud-moqDwjHdG7xHdduRemkhkaiTFO6ynv
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEud-moqDwjHdG7xHdduRemkhkaiTFO6ynv
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SISTERS ON SOJOURN 
Saturday, October 24 from 9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. on Zoom 

 

All women, regardless of age, are invited to join in this relaxed and easy-going group. Sit 
down with a cup of coffee or tea, maybe something to eat, and let’s just spend some time 
listening, sharing, comforting, and laughing together over Zoom.  A link will be sent out 
to all who are on the SOS list. If you are not on the list and would like to be included, 
please let Pastor Laurie know at LaurieH@gablesucc.org. 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sundays through November 15 at 1:30 p.m. via Zoom 

Using video, scripture, coloring, music, drawing, observation, TV and current events, our 
youth will be encouraged to document one “compassion sighting” in their life each week. 
Join Pastor Megan each Sunday via Zoom. To register and get information use tis link:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0qdOmhpzosHtTG4K9FVizLH6zMrFGGfame. 

 
SUNDAY MORNING ADULT EDUCATION 

Adult Spiritual Formation: Book Study with Video 
Sundays through October 25 at 9:00 a.m. 

In Sermon on the Mount: A Beginner's Guide to the Kingdom of Heaven, Dr. Amy-Jill 
Levine introduces the major topics found in Matthew 5-7, explains historical and 
theological contexts, and shows how the words of Jesus echo his Jewish tradition and speak 
forward to reach hearts and minds today.  

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ELEMENTARY CHILDREN 
Each Sunday, Pastor Megan will meet via Zoom with our Sunday School Children to 
explore The Beatitudes, using an illustrated curriculum. Sunday Zoom meeting times: 
 

10:30 a.m. - Kindergarten and First Grade ~ 11:00 a.m. - Second and Third Grades 
11:30 a.m. - Fourth and Fifth Grades 

 
FROLIC PRESCHOOL: LITTLE STEPS, BIG FAITH 

 

Each Thursday, parents will receive an email with a music lesson video for their child in 
PreK-3 and PreK-4 starring Ms. Alex. Then, each Sunday, at 10:00 a.m. the PreK- 3 and 
PreK- 4 Sunday School class will meet with Pastor Megan to hear a Bible story and do fun 
activities together on Zoom, based on The New Testament Stories of Jesus’ teachings.   
  
                                    STORY TIME WITH PASTOR MEGAN  

Infants through PreK-2 
Each week a short story time video will be emailed.   

Contact Pastor Megan at MeganS@gablesucc.org to receive the weekly Bible story. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0qdOmhpzosHtTG4K9FVizLH6zMrFGGfame
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SACRED CONVERSATION ON RACE 
Tuesday, October 20 from 7:15 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. via Zoom  

Presenter: Julian “J.Kwest” DeShazier 
 

Thanks to all who have joined us over the past months as we have sought to be 
engaged, empowered, and energized around the many issues of racism. 

 
Mark your calendar now for this coming Tuesday, October 20 when national speaker, 
advocate, and emcee, Julian “J.Kwest” DeShazier will be with us for our Sacred 
Conversation.  
 
Julian, who has appeared on ABC, FOX, NPR and Dr. Maya Angelou’s “Oprah & Friends” 
radio program, is also an Emmy Award-winning musician, featured in the video “Strange 
Fruit,” a commemoration of the Billie Holiday song and a meditation on racial violence.  

 
The Chicago native and graduate of 
Morehouse College and the University 
of Chicago Divinity School, is a 2020 
Leadership Greater Chicago Fellow and 
was also recognized by Crain’s Chicago 
Business as one of “40 Under 40” 
leaders in Chicago. He is presently 
Senior Pastor at University UCC in 
Chicago.  
 
Working with the community, Julian 
was instrumental in bringing a Level-1 
trauma center to the Southside of 
Chicago. Named by the Center for 
American Progress as one of “10 Faith 
Leaders to Watch” in 2018, he serves as 
the inaugural chair of the Community 

Advisory Council for University of Chicago Medicine; as associate director of the Office 
of Experiential Education at McCormick Theological Seminary; and is a former adjunct 
professor at the University of Chicago Divinity School. Julian is a regular contributor 
to On Scripture and Sojourners, where he is also a board member. He and his wife, 
Mallorie, have two fierce daughters, Dania and Genevieve. 

 
Register at: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZArdOqrqj4rHtdl8FRDDjZ27aKMczylbEcF 
 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZArdOqrqj4rHtdl8FRDDjZ27aKMczylbEcF

