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AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING, JUST PEACE, W.LS.E. & SANCTUARY CHURCH OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

WELCOME TO CORAL GABLES CONGREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Our Faith is over 2000 years old. Our thinking is not.
We invite you to be a part of our community of faith,
to be blessed by God’s grace in our midst.

We invite you to grow spiritually, and to find welcome at God’s table.
Our vision is to be an inclusive, vibrant, alive, witnessing community of faith.
We are the people of South Florida, a diverse, culturally rich, and intriguing community.
We are young and old, economically fortunate and economically struggling,
with and without disabilities, people of all races, gay and straight;
trans- and cis-gender, native Miamians, and transplants from around the globe.

FOR TODAY’S DRIVE-IN SERVICE
Please stay in your car for the entire service.

Wave to your neighbors through your windows and enjoy gathering,
but please, for compliance, do not leave your car.

If you need to leave urgently you will be able to pull out during the service.
Otherwise, please wait for the parking attendant to dismiss your row.

If you need something, more communion, etc.,
just wave to a greeter and they will help you.

Offerings can continue to be mailed or submitted online or through our app,
but there will be a box available as you leave the drive-in service.

Connection Café will follow immediately, so feel free to stay parked if you wish and
participate from your car or home.

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ
3010 De Soto Boulevard
Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317
Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org

CCLI License # 11282912

WE BELIEVE GOD CAN BLOW THE LID OFF ANY BOX AND TURN T NTO A DANCE FLOOR. WE ARE OUT OF THE BOX PEOPLE,



http://www.gablesucc.org/

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP
October 11, 2020 Our faith is over 2000 years old 11:00 a.m.
Our thinking is not.

C I

NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
In those days, we finally chose to walk like giants and hold the world
in arms grown strong with love
And there may be many things we forget in the days to come,
But this will not be one of them.”
~ Brian Andreas

GATHERING MUSIC
Dr. Greg Taylor, Parish Musician

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.

Thank you for signing in online.
We love knowing where everyone is worshipping from today.
Please use your smartphone to check in on Facebook; let your family and friends know
that you are at Coral Gables Congregational UCC.

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online
each Sunday at gablesucc.org/live.

Be sure to “like” us at facebook.com/gablesucc.

SUNG CALL TO COMMUNITY  This is the Day
Rick Walters, guitar; Seth Woods, percussion

This is the day, this is the day, that our God has made, that our God has made.
We will rejoice, we will rejoice, and be glad in it, and be glad in it.
This is the day that our God has made. We will rejoice and be glad in it.
This is the day, this is the day, that our God has made.

I'am a child, I am a child of the living God, of the living God.
I will rejoice, I will rejoice, and be glad in that, and be glad in that.
I am a child of the living God. I will rejoice and be glad in that.
I am a child, I am a child of the living God.
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We’re family, we’re family, in the realm of God, in the realm of God.
We will rejoice, we will rejoice, and be glad in this, and be glad in this.
We’re family in the realm of God. We will rejoice and be glad in this.
We’re family, we’re family in the realm of God.

This is the day, this is the day, that our God has made, that our God has made.
We will rejoice, we will rejoice, and be glad in it, and be glad in it.
This is the day that our God has made. We will rejoice and be glad in it.
This is the day, this is the day, that our God has made.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Today is the day that God has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Let us be grateful this day, for life, for breath, and for freedom of worship.
Blessed are you, who come in the name of God.
Let us offer our gifts of praise and thanksgiving in this time of worship to our Creator.

SUNG RESPONSE Halle, Halle, Halle Caribbean Traditional
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SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
No matter from where you are worshipping with us today; no matter the concerns,
worries, or joys that you bring; no matter your background or social status; your race,
culture, faith tradition, or sexual orientation, we offer to you the peace of Christ.
Peace be with you! And also with you.
**Please honk your horn as a sign of peace**

If you are gathered with others, share the peace of Christ with one another.
**If you are in the parking lot, wave to the car next to you.**
If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.
Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace of Christ with them.
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PSALTER READING Psalm 106
As translated by Karen Georgia Thompson.

God, called by many names, revealed to many, is good.
The love of God is present and enduring.
"The love of God given and manifested from generation to generation
among the people of God, made in God’s image.
We are created in your image, Great Mystery
All praise to God who is doing mighty works.

Have you seen all that God has done?

There are not enough words or time to recite the mighty doings of God.
Those who find their way to being change makers are happy.
They are happy as they observe justice
and extend righteousness to all people at all times.

Their happiness comes from seeking justice and relieving suffering.
We are created in your image, Holy One.

Remember me O God when you show your love to your people,
remember me and my people when you are delivering the oppressed.
We need deliverance, too.
We want to see the prosperity of all your people.
We want to rejoice that all are free,
rejoice that all have what they need,
rejoice with gladness as we stand in the beauty of our heritage and our culture.

We are created in your likeness, Creator.
Our Ancestors have been hated, scored, wounded and bruised.
These Ancestors experienced hardship
because of the wickedness of others who sinned and committed iniquity,
making idols of their choosing.
The wicked worshipped at the altars
of capitalism, colonialism and imperialism making them their gods.
Ignoring your image made plain on the faces all people.

We are created in your likeness, Great Healer.
They forgot God who saved and provided for them.
Therefore, God will not support their prosperity.
God demands the freedom and rights of all creation.
Praise be to God whose wondrous works and awesome deeds
are evident from generation to generation.

Friends, listen. God is still speaking. Thanks be to God!
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MORNING REFLECTION
The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner

THE GIFT OF MUSIC Remember to Remember Stephen Curtis Chapman
Brandon Mowry and Alex Woods; vocalists

At this time, you may text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482
or email her at 3059686482@ytext.com.

Well, I've been looking back over my shoulder
Retracing every step trying to un-forget
And I see the mountaintops I've journeyed over
And I see the valleys deep where I crawled on my hands and knees
Pages and memories filled with joy and stained with tears
They call my name and if I listen, I can hear them saying

Remember the way He led you up to the top of the highest mountain
Remember the way He carried you through the deepest dark
Remember His promises for every step on the road ahead
Look where you've been and where you're going
And remember to remember; remember, remember

And now I'm looking out at the road that's waiting
But my eyes can only see so far out ahead of me
As sure as the sun will shine there'll be more mountains I will climb
And more deep dark shadowlands where desperate faith is all I have
Until I'm home, I'm resting all my hope and trust
In the only One whose name is: God with us

Remember the day is coming when He's going to wipe the tears away
He'll look in our eyes and say
Remember the way I led you off the mountain
Remember the way I carried you.

Remember the way I led you up to the top of the highest mountain
Remember the way I carried you through the deepest dark
Remember my promises for every step on the road ahead

Look where you've been and where you're going
Look where we've been and where we're going
And remember to remember
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THE MORNING PRAYERS

THE LORD'S PRAYER
You are invited to pray in the language and tradition of your choice.

Our Creator, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

SUNG RESPONSE
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THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS
Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within

these walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text
“GABLESUCC” to 77977 or go to our church app. You can also give on our website.




CLOSING HYMN We Are Marching in the Light of God
We invite you to turn on your flashers while we sing this hymn.

We are marching in the light of God, we are marching in the light of God.
We are marching in the light of God, we are marching in the light of God.
We are marching, marching; we are marching, marching,
we are marching in the light of God.

We are marching, marching; we are marching, marching,
we are marching in the light of God.

We are living in the love of God, we are living in the love of God,

We are living in the love of God, we are living in the love of God.
We are living, living; we are living, living, we are living in the love of God,
We are living, living; we are living, living, we are living in the love of God,

We are moving in the power of God, we are moving in the power of God.
We are moving in the power of God, we are moving in the power of God.
We are moving, moving; we are moving, moving,
we are moving in the power of God.

We are moving, moving; we are moving, moving,
we are moving in the power of God.

THE BENEDICTION
Remember now, that God has been with us in every step of our journey;
Recall those places and times when God was quietly, yet firmly with you;
Then remember it forward by doing the work of God.
Amen.

SUNG BENEDICTION Alleluia, Alleluia
On the second verse you are invited to open your car windows
and raise your hands up and out in glory to God.

C I

Following the service, please join us for our weekly Connection Café.
Enjoy some conversation with the pastors and the chance to connect with others
If you are watching online, the Connection Café will continue on the same video as the
service so just stay tuned. If you wish to comment or say hello, just write in the comment
section or text Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email her at 3059686482@vtext.com.

Visitors, we would LOVE to have you join us!
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A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS!
If you are visiting us today, we welcome you. We are grateful we have found each other.
And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a place to live
out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you into

our community. For more information about the church, please contact Pastor Laurie at
305.448.7421, ext. 116 or LaurieH@gablesucc.org.

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online
today and each Sunday at gablesucc.org/live.

IN OUR PRAYERS
We remember all those places of war, violence and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace
for all people around the world. Today’s prayers especially include our global community
as well as our own nation and city as all encounter the coronavirus. A lighted candle on the
altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, healing, compassion, and unity.

FRIENDS WHO CHURCH CHECK-IN
Sundays at 12:30 p.m.
Every Sunday the young adults of Gables UCC are gathering for a time of check-in,
reflection, and learning. Each week a new leader facilitates a great conversation and
encourages our growth in community. If you are in your 20s or 30s+ and would like to join
us, contact Pastor Aaron for the Zoom login at AaronL@gablesucc.org or 651.252.7544.

GET OUR CHURCH APP
For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App
Store or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and
connected with church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need
help? Contact Elena Korallis, our Director of Communications, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org.

STAY IN TOUCH
Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members
and friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and
general church business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at
DrewS@gablesucc.org.

CHURCH PRAYER LIST
The Called to Care Team prays together each Wednesday at 12:00 noon. They use a list
compiled from your prayer requests texted to Pastor Laurie on Sunday morning (or
throughout the week). To be in touch, text Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol
Fifield, Coordinator of the Called to Care Team, at miamifife@gmail.com.
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THE COMPASSION FUND
We have established a “Compassion Fund” to help church family and friends in need
through these challenging days. We invite you to give, knowing that your gift will assist
those struggling to make ends meet. If giving through our church website, app, or by texting
“GABLESUCC” to 77977, please go to where it says “Fund,” scroll down to the
Compassion Fund, and contribute. It’s that easy, and you will be helping other members.

DO YOU LOVE AND MISS THE FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE?
The feeling is mutual! While we can't be open, we can help you with purchases during this
extraordinary time. Call our personal shopper: Marilyn Smit at 786.897.1515. We offer
curbside pickup and delivery too.

REMEMBER...
These are the times that call upon our faith—when we and those around us need
assurance that we’re not alone, and that together we will get through. Now is the time
to draw close to God in prayer, and to one another in acts of compassion and care. If
you are in need of groceries, a meal, conversation, a pharmacy run, etc., let us know
by contacting Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org or 305.968.6482.

TRANS/NON-BINARY 101
Tuesday, October 13, 7:00 p.m. via Zoom

As our congregation seeks to widen our welcome and do justice for everyone in the
LGBTQ+ community, this training will equip us with the language and the action to be a
congregation that affirms transgender and non-binary people. Led by the Open and
Affirming Coalition of the United Church of Christ, this training will discuss gender and
the Bible, terminology and language, and practical ways that we can be trans/non-binary
affirming as a congregation and in our own lives. As part of this program, we will hear
from trans/non-binary members of our congregation as well.

To register go to:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwrd-usqjsiHtLIpr7XzHcSrR&8I-al LnF&D

WISE (WELCOMING, INCLUSIVE, SUPPORTIVE, AND ENGAGED
FOR MENTAL HEALTH) SUPPORT
Being socially distant does not mean having to be socially isolated.
Each Tuesday at 7:00 p.m., Lisa LeSueur leads a Zoom opportunity to connect with other
members of our church community as we share stories, as well as survival strategies, for
getting through these challenging times. If you are interested in joining, please email Lisa
at LisaL@gablesucc.org and the link to the meeting will be forwarded to you.
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NEAT ONLINE MEETINGS
Second and Fourth Tuesdays of the Month at 7:00 p.m.
via Meetup Symmetry

N.E.A.T. offers practical, motivational, emotional and spiritual support when facing
challenges in business, career and life transitions. We are professionals helping
professionals. For topics, requests and to receive information and email, register for free
at: www.meetup.com/Network-Empower-And-Transition-Life-Work. If you have further
questions, contact Suely Piraino Argianas at suely@crownecoaching.com.

WISE PRESENTS...GRACE, GRAVITY, AND GETTING OLD

The WISE Team had chosen the year 2020 to explore the natural aging process, including
the physical and psychological changes that occur as we age. We invite you to join us each
Thursday evening in October from 7:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m. for this series on aging. This
is for people of ALL ages, as let’s face it, we are all aging!

These sessions will be via Zoom. Please register by going to this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEud-
mogDwjHdG7xHdduRemkhkaiTFO6ynv

Thursday, October 15 — Mental Health and Aging. As we age, mental health concerns
such as anxiety, depression, and obsessive-compulsive disorders become more prevalent.
Be with us as Dr. Kiara Timpano, a professor with the Department of Psychology at the
University of Miami, talks about our well-being from an anxiety/stress perspective.

Thursday, October 22 — The Brain and Aging. Some changes in the ability to think are
considered a normal part of the aging process. Age-related declines most commonly
include overall slowness in thinking and difficulties sustaining attention, multitasking,
holding information in mind and word-finding. However, not all thinking abilities decline
with age. In fact, vocabulary, reading and verbal reasoning remain unchanged or even
improve during the aging process. Join us as we learn about the brain and aging.

Thursday, October 29 — Five Wishes. In case you’ve never heard of it, Five Wishes is a
document that lets you decide your final wishes as well as how you’ll be treated if you ever
become seriously ill. It helps all adults, regardless of age or health, to consider and
document how they want to be cared for at the end of life. In addition, you get to make
decisions surrounding your comfort, your dignity and other requests you have — no matter
how specific they are. All participants will receive a Five Wishes form when they register
to fill-in and to ask any questions that evening. Presenters include a pastor, attorney, and
physician.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sundays, October 18 - November 15 at 1:30 p.m. via Zoom
Compassion Sightings
Using video, scripture, coloring, music, drawing, observation, TV and current events, our
youth will be encouraged to document one “compassion sighting” in their life each week.
Join Pastor Megan each Sunday via Zoom. After registering, you will receive a

confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting. Register at:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0qdOmhpzosHtTG4K9FVizL H6zMrFGGfame.

WOMEN’S BOOK STUDY ON AGING
Women Rowing North: Navigating Life’s Currents and Flourishing as We Age.
Saturday, October 17 at 10:00 a.m.
Author Mary Pipher offers a timely examination of the cultural and developmental issues
women encounter as they age and explores ways women can cultivate resilient responses
to the challenges they face. “If we can keep our wits about us, think clearly, and manage
our emotions skillfully,” Pipher writes, “we will experience a joyous time of our lives. If
we have planned carefully and packed properly, if we have good maps and guides, the
journey can be transcendent.” Join us by for a great conversation led by Lisa LeSueur. The
book is available from all the usual places. Register at:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMkf-uvqjooGNKtgXmswqAKOXiRsn8U7vPE

CULTURALLY INFORMED THERAPY
A Partnership Between the University of Miami and Gables UCC

Do you experience depression, anxiety, relationship difficulties, or other stress?
Or, have you been diagnosed with schizophrenia, bipolar disorder,
or a psychotic spectrum disorder?
If so, you may be eligible! We offer two separate and specialized therapy groups. The
groups are free, culturally-informed, religiously-based, and part of a research aimed at
improving psychotherapy. During the treatment, clinicians will provide education on
mental health as well as techniques to assist in coping with it. Groups are available in
English and Spanish. To learn more, contact us at 305.284.5455 or miamiCIT(@gmail.com.

SISTERS ON SOJOURN
Saturday, October 24 from 9:30 a.m. — 11:00 a.m. on Zoom

All women, regardless of age, are invited to join in this relaxed and easy-going group. Sit
down with a cup of coffee or tea, maybe something to eat, and let’s just spend some time
listening, sharing, comforting, and laughing together over Zoom. A link will be sent out
to all who are on the SOS list. If you are not on the list and would like to be included,
please let Pastor Laurie know at LaurieH@gablesucc.org.
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SUNDAY MORNING ADULT EDUCATION IN SEPTEMBER
Adult Spiritual Formation: Book Study with Video
Sundays, through October 25 at 9:00 a.m.
The Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5-7, contains some of Jesus most profound and most
memorable teachings. How, if we pay careful attention to his words, does Jesus provide us
a road map to living as God would have us live? In Sermon on the Mount: A Beginner's
Guide to the Kingdom of Heaven, Dr. Amy-Jill Levine introduces the major topics in the
Sermon on the Mount, explains historical and theological contexts, and shows how the
words of Jesus echo his Jewish tradition and speak forward to reach hearts and minds today.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ELEMENTARY CHILDREN
Each Sunday, Pastor Megan will meet via Zoom with our Sunday School Children to
explore The Beatitudes, using an illustrated curriculum. Sunday Zoom meeting times:

10:30 a.m. - Kindergarten and First Grade ~ 11:00 a.m. - Second and Third Grades
11:30 a.m. - Fourth and Fifth Grades

FROLIC PRESCHOOL: LITTLE STEPS, BIG FAITH
Each Thursday, parents will receive an email with a music lesson video for their child in
PreK-3 and PreK-4 starring Ms. Alex. Then, each Sunday, at 10:00 a.m. the PreK- 3 and
PreK- 4 Sunday School class will meet with Pastor Megan to hear a Bible story and do fun
activities together on Zoom, based on The New Testament Stories of Jesus’ teachings.

STORY TIME WITH PASTOR MEGAN
Infants through PreK-2
Each Sunday through December 6 via Email
Each week a short story time video will be emailed to the parents of our youngest members.
These faith stories may be watched by families at the most convenient time for them.
Contact Pastor Megan at MeganS(@gablesucc.org, to receive the weekly Bible story.

SHARE AND SUPPORT ABOUT THE UPCOMING ELECTION
Wednesday, October 28 at 6:30 p.m. on Zoom

Many of our church family are deeply engaged and involved in the upcoming election both
locally and nationally. Also, many have expressed deep sadness and concern about a
broken trust in leadership, as well as the loss of compassion, justice, and respect for the
other. Therefore, as a faith community that is built on love and seeks to find hope in all that
is, you are invited to a time of prayer, support, and action as we reflect on the upcoming
election and find ways to put our faith into political engagement. Register at:

https://us02web.zoom.us/1/815032148367pwd=ZHBoRjVnbWdtal pPORFFWZ1dvNU9pZz09
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SACRED CONVERSATION ON RACE
Tuesday, October 20 from 7:15 p.m. — 8:30 p.m. via Zoom
Presenter: Julian “J.Kwest” DeShazier

Thanks to all who have
joined us over the past
months as we have sought
to be engaged, empowered,
and energized around the
many issues of racism.

Mark your calendar now
for Tuesday, October 20
when national speaker,
advocate and emcee, Julian
“J.Kwest” DeShazier will
be with us for our Sacred
Conversation. Julian, who
has appeared on ABC,
FOX, NPR and Dr. Maya
Angelou’s  “Oprah &
Friends” radio program, is
also an Emmy Award-
winning musician, featured
in the video “Strange
Fruit,” a commemoration
of the Billie Holiday song
and a meditation on racial
violence.

The Chicago native and graduate of Morehouse College and the University of Chicago
Divinity School, is a 2020 Leadership Greater Chicago Fellow and was also recognized
by Crain’s Chicago Business as one of “40 Under 40 leaders in Chicago. He is presently

Senior Pastor at University UCC in Chicago.
Register at:

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZArdOgrqj4rHtdlI8FRDDiZ27aKMczylbEcF

If you have not yet taken the 21-day-challenge toward dismantling racism and causing no
harm, it is still available. To receive a copy, please contact Pastor Laurie at

LaurieH@gablesucc.org.
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CORAL GABLES CONGREGATIONAL UCC STAFF DIRECTORY
305.448.7421 (Extensions listed below)

Ministers
All Members of the Church

Pastoral Staff

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor LaurieH@gablesucc.org ext. 116
The Rev. Megan Smith, Associate Pastor MeganS@gablesucc.org ext. 119
The Rev. Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor AaronL(@gablesucc.org ext. 117

Program Staff

German Worship Information GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org
Mark Hart, Exec. Dir. of the Community Arts Program MarkH@gablesucc.org ext. 120
The Rev. Yoli Izquierdo-Yglesias, Spanish Worship

Valeyosly@gmail.com/786.506.9890

Lisa LeSueur, Minister for Congregational and Staff Care = LisalL(@gablesucc.org, ext. 150

Dr. Ronald Morgan, Director of Music Ministries RonM@gablesucc.org ext.121
Brooke Bagnall-Koger, Director of Early Childhood Center BrookeB@gablesucc.org
To contact Early Childhood Center, please call: 305.444.9792
Support Staff
Anthony Cabrera, Minister of Liturgical Arts Cabreraa25@att.net
Kris Coney, Sound Technician info@gablesucc.org
Allen Feldman, Pew Organizer
Elena Korallis, Director of Communications ElenaK@gablesucc.org ext.151
Seth Patterson, Youth Bell Choir Director smpatter(@samford.edu
Tony Prinzi, Print, Rentals & Reception Coordinator TonyP@gablesucc.org ext. 100
Dennis Rodrigues CPA, Business Manager DennisR@gablesucc.org ext.130
Drew Sandbulte, Events Coordinator DrewS@gablesucc.org ext.112
Dr. Gregory Taylor, Parish Musician Gregpianol @aol.com
Alexandra Woods, Children‘s Choir Director Awoods@cushmanschool.org

Maintenance and Custodial Team
Rene Dominguez (Lead Custodian)
Carlos Barrios, Rosario Noriega
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STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT TO THE WORK OF ANTI-RACISM

Black Lives Matter. This is a truth we speak to ourselves, to the Church, and to the world as we
witness racism continue to take the lives of Black people in America. With grieving hearts, we
speak their names: George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery, Tony McDade, Corey Jones,
Atatiana Jefferson, Trayvon Martin and countless other victims of racist violence, both known and
unknown, listened to and ignored. The voice of their blood cries out from the ground, and we join
this cry for justice.

Again, and again, we are reminded that racism is more than individual thoughts and actions. It is
an immoral system that structurally discriminates against and oppresses people of color - especially
Black people - through underfunded schools, lack of access to healthcare, food insecurity,
discriminatory housing policies, polluted neighborhoods and undrinkable water, and an unjust
criminal justice system.

As Christians, we believe that all people are children of God and deserve the same dignity,
compassion, and access to a full life no matter their skin color, gender, gender identity or
expression, sexual orientation, national origin, immigration status, socio-economic status, ability,
education, or faith tradition.

The book of Genesis affirms that, “God created humankind in God’s own image;” that all people
are beloved, blessed image-bearers of the Divine. Likewise, the Apostle Paul preaches in Galatians
that “there is no longer Jew nor Greek...for all are one in Christ Jesus;” that we are united as a
human race, and that in God nothing divides us. In this oneness, we must unite and resist the racism
that permeates every institution in this country -- including the Church -- and deprives us of fully
experiencing the wholeness and equality promised by God and exemplified in the life of Jesus.

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ continues its commitment to the work of
anti-racism, to dismantling the system of White supremacy, and to the co-creation with the Holy
Spirit of God’s reign of peace and justice on earth. This is the work that Jesus calls us to, in courage
and hope, for a transformed world where all God’s children are equal, free, and loved.

As a congregation, we will embody this commitment in our life and culture together through
awareness, education, skills, application of anti-racist education, policies, and practices, as we
continue to do our work of dismantling racism. This includes:

-Anti-racist educational programming for children, youth, and adults

-Building relationships with diverse congregations

-Partnership with and purchases from Black-owned businesses and Black-led community
organizations

-Justice work with PACT on issues of housing, gun violence, and unnecessary arrests

-Hiring practices that prioritize racial diversity

-Prophetic preaching and worship

-Prayer without ceasing for racial justice

In the name of God our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, we re-affirm our commitment to
dismantling racism in our nation and to the work of justice and witness for all people. Amen.






