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WELCOME TO CORAL GABLES CONGREGATIONAL 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Our Faith is over 2000 years old. Our thinking is not. 

We invite you to be a part of our community of faith, 
to be blessed by God’s grace in our midst. 

We invite you to grow spiritually, and to find welcome at God’s table. 
Our vision is to be an inclusive, vibrant, alive, witnessing community of faith. 

We are the people of South Florida, a diverse, culturally rich, and intriguing community. 
We are young and old, economically fortunate and economically struggling,  

with and without disabilities, Hispanic and African-American, gay and straight;  
trans- and cis-gender, native Miamians, and transplants from around the globe. 

A common misconception is that Church goers are  
stuffy, standoffish, and don’t like newcomers. 

Nothing is farther from the truth here. 
We want you to experience our friendship and closeness firsthand. 

We want you to feel comfortable and to enjoy worship with us. 
Visiting a church for the first time can be a frightening experience. 
We know it can be scary walking through those big wooden doors. 

We assure you, though, that the hard part is making up your mind to visit. 
Once you are here you will find a haven of hospitality, beauty, and inspiring worship. 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 
3010 De Soto Boulevard  

Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 
Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

CCLI License # 11282912 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
August 9, 2020      Our faith is over 2000 years old 11:00 a.m.  

Our thinking is not. 
 

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
My sun sets to rise again 

~ Robert Browning 

PRELUDE             Prelude in C-sharp minor Op. 45 
Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 

Bound for the Promise Land 
Dr. Ron Morgan, organ; Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 

 

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS               
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.   
Thank you for signing in online.  

We love knowing where everyone is worshipping from today. 
Please use your smartphone to check in on Facebook; let your family and friends know 

that you are at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 
 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at gablesucc.org/live. 

 

Be sure to “like” us at facebook.com/gablesucc. 

CALL TO COMMUNITY      Swing Low, Sweet Chariot 
Mark Hart, vocalist 

CALL TO WORSHIP The Rev. Megan Smith 
 

One: Though others may forget us, 
God remembers us in every moment. 
Though we may seem worthless to some, 
we are precious in God’s eyes. 
Though we may feel hollow, God pours grace into us. 
Though we think our pockets are empty, 
God gives us more than we ever imagined. 
Come, let us worship this God of life and love. 

http://gablesucc.org/live
http://facebook.com/mycgcc
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 HYMN     O God, Our Help in Ages Past 

(5) Time, like an ev-er-roll-ing stream,
soons bears us all away;
We fly for-got-ten, as a dream
fades at the opening day.

OFFERING THE PEACE OF CHRIST  
One: No matter from where you are worshipping with us today; no matter the 

concerns, worries, or joys that you bring; no matter your background or 
social status; your race, culture, faith tradition, or sexual orientation, we offer 
to you the peace of Christ. Peace be with you! 

If you are gathered with others, share the peace of Christ with one another. 
 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace of Christ with them. 

(6) O God, our help in a-ges past,
our hope for years to come,
Still be our God while troub-les last,
and our e-ter-nal home!
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MUSICAL INTERLUDE (Sung) 
      Bless the Lord, my soul and bless God’s holy name; 

Bless the Lord, my soul who leads me into life. 

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON    Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

He put before them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that 
someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has 
grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and 
make nests in its branches."  

He told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took 
and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened." ... 

"The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; 
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.  

"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one 
pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.  

"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish 
of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into 
baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out 
and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  

"Have you understood all this?" They answered, "Yes." And he said to them, "Therefore 
every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a 
household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old. 

Friends, listen. God is still speaking. 
Thanks be to God! 

THE MORNING MESSAGE      Elephant in the Pew 
The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner 

MUSICAL RESPONSE               I Can Only Imagine                                    Bart Millard 
Alex Woods, vocalist 

At this time, you are invited to text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 
or email at 3059686482@vtext.com. 

mailto:3059686482@vtext.com
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THE MORNING PRAYERS AND THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father (Creator), who art in heaven,  

Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

SUNG RESPONSE

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within 
these walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 
“GABLESUCC” to 77977 or go to our church app. You can also give on our website. 

THE DOXOLOGY (Sung)   
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
One:        It is out of gratitude that we give our gifts. They come with the prayer 

that all may know abundance of goods and of peace in all places in our 
world. May it so be. Amen. 
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THE CLOSING HYMN          Abide With Me 
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BENEDICTION  
    One:        As we leave this place, remember this: 

Nothing that we encounter in this world 
can ever separate us from the love of Jesus Christ: 
not hardship or disaster, poverty or danger, 
neither death nor life, our fears for today  
or our worries about tomorrow— 
nothing in all creation can ever separate us from God’s love. 
Go from here with joy to love and serve God. Amen. 

 
POSTLUDE                                                                                 Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 

Following the service, please join us for our weekly Connection Café at 12:15 p.m. 
Come, enjoy some conversation with the pastors and the chance to connect with others by 
going to our website or Gables UCC Facebook page and commenting on our live video 

or by texting Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or emailing to 3059686482@vtext.com. 
 

  Visitors, we would LOVE to have you join us!  
 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! 

If you are visiting us today, we welcome you. We are grateful we have found each other. 
And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a place to live 
out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you into 
our community. For more information about the church, please contact Pastor Laurie at 
305.448.7421, ext. 116 or LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
today and each Sunday at gablesucc.org/live. 

 
TODAY’S BULLETIN COVER  

This morning’s cover by artist Jan Richardson is entitled Drenched in Mystery.  
 

IN OUR PRAYERS  
We remember all those places of war, violence and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace 
for all people around the world. Today’s prayers especially include our global community 
as well as our own nation and city as all encounter the coronavirus. A lighted candle on the 
altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, healing, compassion, and unity. 

 
GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App 
Store or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and 
connected with church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need 
help? Contact Elena Korallis, our Director of Communications, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

mailto:3059686482@vtext.com
mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
http://gablesucc.org/live
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
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SERMON FEEDBACK CAFÉ  
Join us at 12:30 p.m. (following Connection Café) for a Zoom conversation with Pastor 
Laurie about her Elephant in the Pew sermon for the day. To get the sign-on information 
for the Sermon Feedback Café, please click here and register: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0rce6orT8iG9VLncD-
TevhCWQwg1LmX66Z 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about 
joining the meeting. 

 

STAY IN TOUCH 
Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members 
and friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and 
general church business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at 
DrewS@gablesucc.org. 

 
CHURCH PRAYER LIST  

The Called to Care Team prays together each Wednesday at 12:00 noon. They use a list 
compiled from your prayer requests texted to Pastor Laurie on Sunday morning (or 
throughout the week). To be in touch, text Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol 
Fifield, Coordinator of the Called to Care Team, at miamifife@gmail.com.  
 

THE COMPASSION FUND  

We have established a “Compassion Fund” to help church family and friends in need 
through these challenging days. We invite you to give knowing that your gift will assist 
those struggling to make ends meet. If giving through our church website, app, or by texting 
“GABLESUCC” to 77977, please go to where it says “Fund,” scroll down to the 
Compassion Fund, and contribute. It’s that easy and you will be helping other members. 
 

REMEMBER 
These are the times that call upon our faith—times like this, when we and those around 
us need assurance that we’re not alone, and that together we will get through whatever 
lies ahead. Now is the time to draw close to God in prayer, and to one another in acts 
of compassion and care. If you are in need of groceries, a meal, conversation, a 
pharmacy run, or anything else, let us know.  

 
YOUNG ADULT CHECK-IN 

Sundays at 12:30 p.m. 
Every Sunday the Young Adults of Gables UCC are gathering for a time of check-in, 
reflection, and learning. Each week a new leader facilitates a great conversation and 
encourages our growth in community. If you are in your 20s/30s and would like to join us, 
contact Pastor Aaron for the Zoom login at AaronL@gablesucc.org or 651.252.7544. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0rce6orT8iG9VLncD-TevhCWQwg1LmX66Z
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0rce6orT8iG9VLncD-TevhCWQwg1LmX66Z
mailto:DrewS@gablesucc.org
mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org
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HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH ANTI-RACIST BOOKCLUB  
TODAY at 1:00 p.m. On Zoom 

 

At Gables UCC we want to raise up young leaders in the work of anti-racism in the way of 
Jesus. This five-session class will use “This Book is Anti-Racist” by Tiffany Jewell and 
engage in activities and reflection on how we dismantle racism in our lives and world. For 
more information, contact Pastor Aaron. 
 

SUMMER SABBATH  
Monday, August 10 – Sunday, August 16 

 

Most summers, the Pastoral Team and church staff take some time to renew, relax, and 
refresh through a break or a time of vacation. Because of COVID-19, and our desire to stay 
connected and to help make the church relevant through such a crisis, we have not taken 
time for such a break. With the support of the Executive Council, and the love and support 
of his congregation, the church staff is going to take a one-week break from Monday, 
August 10 – Sunday, August 16. This means that for one week, the church will be closed 
(really closed) and there will be no Zoom meetings, gatherings, or classes. There will still 
be worship on Sunday morning, August 16 and for the very first time it will be pre-recorded 
like many churches. The staff is thankful for this opportunity to regroup and to renew our 
spirits and souls, so that we might serve you more faithfully.  

Of course, if there is an emergency, we stand ready to help and lend support. Just contact 
the emergency line on the church’s number or contact Pastor Laurie on her cell.  
 

SACRED CONVERATIONS ON RACE 
Thanks to all who have joined us over the past weeks as we have sought to be engaged, 
empowered, and energized around the many issues of racism. We have spent time reading 
resources, watching films, listening to speakers, and to one another.  It is our hope that 
these things have helped you take constructive and meaningful action toward dismantling 
racism in your life and in the wider world.  
 
For the next two weeks, we encourage you to work on the 21-Day Challenge which you 
should have received by e-mail, as a way of continuing personal growth toward a deeper 
understanding and awareness of racism. If you have not been a part of our conversation 
and are interested in receiving this challenge, please contact Pastor Laurie at 
LaurieH@gablesucc.org. 
 
We will then gather back on Tuesday, August 18 at 7:30 p.m. via Zoom for another 
Sacred Conversation on Race as we compare notes on the 21-day challenge and how it is 
going for each of you.  
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LUNCH AND THE BIBLE 
Tuesday, August 18 at 12:00 p.m. on Zoom 

Please join the pastors for a presentation on a Bible passage that is sure to nourish your 
spirit. You bring your lunch and we’ll provide the scripture. For the Zoom ID and 
password, contact Pastor Megan at MeganS@gablesucc.org.  

SIXTH GRADE FAMILY GATHERING 
Wednesday, August 19 at 6:30 p.m. on Zoom 

All incoming 6th graders and their families are invited to join Pastor Megan and Pastor 
Aaron for this Zoom gathering We are excited to welcome you to Middle School Youth 
Group and Sunday School, and we want all the families to get to know one another, ask 
any questions, and learn about the upcoming ministries for our 6th graders. Parents, 
guardians, and grandparents are encouraged to attend! Contact Pastor Aaron at 
AaronL@gablesucc.org for the Zoom link. 

SISTERS ON SOJOURN 
Saturday, August 22 from 9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. on Zoom 

All women, regardless of age, are invited to join in this relaxed and easy-going group.  Sit 
down with a cup of coffee or tea, maybe something to eat, and let’s just spend some time 
together by listening, sharing, comforting, and laughing with one another.   
Register in advance for this meeting by going to this link: 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIkdO-rrjMtG9Lig7sPwBGkA6FWVxXjpLgl  
 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about 
joining the meeting. 

DO YOU LOVE AND MISS THE FAIR TRADE MARKETEPLACE? 
The feeling is mutual! While we can't be open, we can help you with purchases during this 
extraordinary time. Call our personal shopper: Marilyn Smit at 786.897.1515. We offer 
curbside pickup and delivery too. 

LGBTQ+ ZOOM BRUNCH 
Sunday, August 23 at 1:00 p.m. on Zoom 

Pour a mimosa, fix your favorite breakfast dish, and join the LGBTQ+ members and 
friends of Gables UCC for a special Zoom Brunch, We’ll spend time catching up, playing 
a few games, and sharing some resources to help members of our community get through 
this tumultuous time. We hope you can join and make this virtual time together all the more 
special! Register Here:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYof-ytrDguGd0RHr9zJr-rV0lzGTWHQxcn 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIkdO-rrjMtG9Lig7sPwBGkA6FWVxXjpLgl
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYof-ytrDguGd0RHr9zJr-rV0lzGTWHQxcn
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 Every Thursday evening through August 13 at 7:30 p.m. join us for our Community 
Arts Program (CAP) 2020 VIRTUAL Summer Concert Series (35th consecutive year; first 
virtual)! Invite family and friends to also take a seat at CommunityArtsProgram.org or the 
Community Arts Program Facebook page. 

These one-hour jazz and classical concerts come to you FREE. Donations are accepted to 
help support the South Florida musicians and technicians making it possible.  

https://communityartsprogram.org/
https://www.facebook.com/communityartsprogram/



