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WELCOME TO CORAL GABLES CONGREGATIONAL 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Our Faith is over 2000 years old. Our thinking is not. 
 

We invite you to be a part of our community of faith, 
to be blessed by God’s grace in our midst. 

We invite you to grow spiritually, and to find welcome at God’s table. 
Our vision is to be an inclusive, vibrant, alive, witnessing community of faith. 

We are the people of South Florida, a diverse, culturally rich, and intriguing community. 
We are young and old, economically fortunate and economically struggling,  

with and without disabilities, Hispanic and African-American, gay and straight;  
trans- and cis-gender, native Miamians, and transplants from around the globe. 

 
A common misconception is that Church goers are  

stuffy, standoffish, and don’t like newcomers. 
Nothing is farther from the truth here. 

We want you to experience our friendship and closeness firsthand. 
We want you to feel comfortable and to enjoy worship with us. 

Visiting a church for the first time can be a frightening experience. 
We know it can be scary walking through those big wooden doors. 

We assure you, though, that the hard part is making up your mind to visit. 
Once you are here you will find a haven of hospitality, beauty, and inspiring worship. 

 
 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 
3010 De Soto Boulevard  

Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 
Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

 
CCLI License # 11282912 

 
 
 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
August 2, 2020                    Our faith is over 2000 years old                             11:00 a.m.  

Our thinking is not. 
 

 
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost  

Get in good trouble, necessary trouble, and help redeem the soul of America. 
                                                                                                    ~Congressman John Lewis  

                                                                                                                   
            

PRELUDE                            Etude in E Major op. 10 no. 3                                     Chopin 
Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 

 

                                            Our God, Our Help in Ages Past                             Joel Raney  
Dr. Ron Morgan, organ; Dr. Greg Taylor, piano  

 
WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS               The Rev. Aaron Lauer 

 No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    

 

Thank you for signing in online.  
We love knowing where everyone is worshipping from today.  

 

Please use your smartphone to check in on Facebook; let your family and friends know 
that you are at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at gablesucc.org/live. 

 

 

Be sure to “like” us at facebook.com/gablesucc. 
 

CALL TO COMMUNITY              I Dream a World                                 André Thomas  
Based on the poetry of Langston Hughes 

Anthony Cabrera, vocalist  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                    The Rev. Megan Smith                                                                                                                    
 

One: Let us speak of mercy and justice, 
for these are the things suitable for our God. 
Let us follow the ways of mercy and justice,  
for they are the ways of peace and community. 
Let us lift up our hearts in conviction and our voices in commitment  
to the God of peace and justice; the hope and healing of humanity.  
Let us worship our God, who calls us to serve one another humbly in love. 

 

http://gablesucc.org/live
http://facebook.com/mycgcc
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 HYMN                                         O for a World 

 
OFFERING THE PEACE OF CHRIST   

                      

One: No matter from where you are worshipping with us today; no matter the 
concerns, worries, or joys that you bring; no matter your background or 
social status; your race, culture, faith tradition, or sexual orientation, we offer 
to you the peace of Christ. Peace be with you! 

 

If you are gathered with others, share the peace of Christ with one another. 
 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace of Christ with them 
from a distance. 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE (Sung) 
 

      Bless the Lord, my soul and bless God’s holy name; 
Bless the Lord, my soul who leads me into life. 
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THE SCRIPTURE LESSON             Luke 4:16-21 
 When [Jesus] came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of 
the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it 
was written:           
 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
    because he has anointed me 
        to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
    and recovery of sight to the blind, 
        to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
 
And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in 
the synagogue were fixed on him.  Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture 
has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 
 
Friends, listen. God is still speaking. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
THE MORNING MESSAGE      Elephant in the Pew  

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner 
 

MUSICAL RESPONSE Come Down Angels, Trouble the Waters         arr. Smith Moore 
Greg Jackson, vocalist  

 

At this time, you are invited to text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 
or email at 3059686482@vtext.com. 

 
THE MORNING PRAYERS  
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father (Creator), who art in heaven,  
Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   

Amen. 
 

mailto:3059686482@vtext.com
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SUNG RESPONSE                             Nada te Turbe               
 

Nada te turbe, nada te espante.  
Quiena Dios tiene nada le falta.  
Nada te turbe, nada te espante.  

Sólo Dios basta 
 

Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten,  
those who seek God shall never go wanting. 
Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten,  

God alone fills us. 
 

 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS  
Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within 
these walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 
“GABLESUCC” to 77977 or go to our church app. You can also give on our website. 
 
 
 
 

THE DOXOLOGY (Sung)              
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

One:         As we offer our treasure and hearts to you, O God, may they be used to 
pass on the promise of hope, of peace, of justice, of community to all in 
need of your gifts and presence in their lives. AMEN. 

  
THE CLOSING HYMN          Lead On Eternal Sovereign      

 

Lead on eternal Sovereign; we follow in your way; 
Loud rings your cry for justice, your call for peace this day: 

Through prayerful preparation, your grace will make us strong, 
To carry on the struggle to triumph over wrong. 

 
Lead on eternal Sovereign; we follow not with fear, 

For in each human conflict your words of strength we hear; 
That when we serve with gladness, you will not let us fall, 

Our trust is in your promise that love will conquer all. 
 

Lead on eternal Sovereign, till sin’s fierce war shall cease, 
and all your saints together will sing a hymn of peace; 
Then all in your dominion will live with hearts set free, 

To love and serve each other for all eternity. 
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 BENEDICTION  
    One:        May your hope in Christ guide your way through fear; 

May Christ of peace, calm your troubled hearts; 
May the love of Christ let you understand how much you matter,  
and may your Christ-like love show everyone that they matter too.  
Be bold in your witness, extravagant in your love, and generous in your 
spirit. Go forth and be the change God wishes to see in the world. AMEN. 

 
POSTLUDE                        Etude in C-sharp minor op. 10 no. 4                            Chopin 

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 
 

Following the service, please join us for our weekly Connection Café at 12:15 p.m. 
Come, enjoy some conversation with the pastors and the chance to connect with others by 
going to our website or Gables UCC Facebook page and commenting on our live video 

or by texting Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or emailing to 3059686482@vtext.com. 
 

  Visitors, we would LOVE to have you join us!  
 
 

 
 
 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! 
 

If you are visiting us today, we welcome you. We are grateful we have found each other. 
And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a place to live 
out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you into 
our community. For more information about the church, please contact Pastor Laurie at 
305.448.7421, ext. 116 or LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
today and each Sunday at gablesucc.org/live. 

 
IN OUR PRAYERS  

We remember all those places of war, violence and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace 
for all people around the world. Today’s prayers especially include our global community 
as well as our own nation and city as all encounter the coronavirus. A lighted candle on the 
altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, healing, compassion, and unity. 

 
GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App 
Store or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and 
connected with church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need 
help? Contact Elena Korallis, our Director of Communications, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

mailto:3059686482@vtext.com
mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
http://gablesucc.org/live
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
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SERMON FEEDBACK CAFÉ  
Join us at 12:30 p.m. (following Connection Café) for a Zoom conversation with Pastor 
Laurie about her Elephant in the Pew sermon for the day. To get the sign-on information 
for the Sermon Feedback Café, please click here and register: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0rce6orT8iG9VLncD-
TevhCWQwg1LmX66Z 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about 
joining the meeting. 

 
STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members 
and friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and 
general church business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at 
DrewS@gablesucc.org. 

 

 
CHURCH PRAYER LIST  

The Called to Care Team prays together each Wednesday at 12:00 noon. They use a list 
compiled from your prayer requests texted to Pastor Laurie on Sunday morning (or 
throughout the week). To be in touch, text Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol 
Fifield, Coordinator of the Called to Care Team, at miamifife@gmail.com.  
 

THE COMPASSION FUND  

We have established a “Compassion Fund” to help church family and friends in need 
through these challenging days. We invite you to give knowing that your gift will assist 
those struggling to make ends meet. If giving through our church website, app, or by texting 
“GABLESUCC” to 77977, please go to where it says “Fund,” scroll down to the 
Compassion Fund, and contribute. It’s that easy and you will be helping other members. 
 

REMEMBER 
These are the times that call upon our faith—times like this, when we and those around 
us need assurance that we’re not alone, and that together we will get through whatever 
lies ahead. Now is the time to draw close to God in prayer, and to one another in acts 
of compassion and care. If you are in need of groceries, a meal, conversation, a 
pharmacy run, or anything else, let us know.  

 
YOUNG ADULT CHECK-IN 

Sundays at 12:30 p.m. 
Every Sunday the Young Adults of Gables UCC are gathering for a time of check-in, 
reflection, and learning. Each week a new leader facilitates a great conversation and 
encourages our growth in community. If you are in your 20s/30s and would like to join us, 
contact Pastor Aaron for the Zoom login at AaronL@gablesucc.org or 651.252.7544. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0rce6orT8iG9VLncD-TevhCWQwg1LmX66Z
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0rce6orT8iG9VLncD-TevhCWQwg1LmX66Z
mailto:DrewS@gablesucc.org
mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org
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HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH ANTI-RACIST BOOKCLUB  
Sundays, through August 9 at 1:00 p.m. On Zoom 

 

At Gables UCC we want to raise up young leaders in the work of anti-racism in the way of 
Jesus. This five-session class will use “This Book is Anti-Racist” by Tiffany Jewell and 
engage in activities and reflection on how we dismantle racism in our lives and world. For 
more information, contact Pastor Aaron. 
 

WISE (WELCOMING, INCLUSIVE, SUPPORTIVE, AND ENGAGED  
FOR MENTAL HEALTH) SUPPORT 

However, being socially distant does not mean having to be socially isolated.  
 

Each Tuesday at 7:00 p.m., Lisa LeSueur leads a Zoom opportunity to connect with other 
members of our church community as we share stories, as well as survival strategies, for 
getting through these challenging times. If you are interested in joining, please email Lisa 
at LisaL@gablesucc.org and the link to the meeting will be forwarded to you.  

 
NEAT ONLINE MEETINGS 

Second and Fourth Tuesdays of the Month at 7:00 p.m. via Meetup 
 

N.E.A.T. offers practical, motivational, emotional and spiritual support when facing 
challenges in business, career and life transitions. We are professionals helping 
professionals.  For topics, requests and to receive information and email, register for free 
at: www.meetup.com/Network-Empower-And-Transition-Life-Work. If you have further 
questions, contact Suely Piraino Argianas at suely@crownecoaching.com. 

 
SACRED CONVERATIONS ON RACE 

Thanks to all who have joined us over the past weeks as we have sought to be engaged, 
empowered, and energized around the many issues of racism. We have spent time reading 
resources, watching films, listening to speakers, and to one another.  It is our hope that 
these things have helped you take constructive and meaningful action toward dismantling 
racism in your life and in the wider world.  
 
This Tuesday, August 4, we will be sending to all participants a 21-day challenge to 
encourage your continuing growth toward a deeper understanding and awareness of racism. 
Each day there will be something for you to do, to increase your knowledge and to help 
inform you.  If you have not been a part of our conversation and are interested in receiving 
this challenge, please contact Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org. 
 
We will then gather back on Tuesday, August 18 at 7:30 p.m. via Zoom for another 
Sacred Conversation on Race as we compare notes on the 21-day challenge and how it is 
going for each of you.  

mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
http://www.meetup.com/Network-Empower-And-Transition-Life-Work
mailto:suely@crownecoaching.com
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GABLES UCC READS: 
Small Great Things, a novel by Jodi Picoult 

Wednesdays, through August 5 at 7:00 p.m. by Zoom 
Led by Debbie Paris  

 

Author, Jodi Picoult, offers a thought-provoking examination of racism in America today, 
both overt and subtle.  This week we are discussing pages 254-378. Contact Pastor Megan 
for the Zoom ID and Password, by emailing her at MeganS@gablesucc.org. 

MORNING DEVOTIONS 
Each weekday morning beginning at 9:00 a.m. 

Found on our Facebook page, website, Instagram and YouTube. 
Be with us for a brief time of reflection, song, and prayer. 

SPIRITUAL FORMATION AT GABLES UCC 

For Adults: The Challenge of Paul 
A video and Bible Study Based on the Work of John Dominic Crossan 

Each Sunday morning through August 2 
9:00 a.m. – 9:45 a.m. by Zoom 

Paul is one of Christianity’s most impactful, yet most debated and misunderstood figures. 
In “The Challenge of Paul,” John Dominic Crossan gives us the benefit of his lifelong 
search for the Paul of history to create a new understanding that sheds new light on Paul 
and why he is more relevant than ever today. 

We will gather together on Zoom and watch the John Dominic Crossan DVD session, then 
be led in discussion by Mark Wolfe and Rick Walters. Please email Pastor Megan at 
MeganS@gablesucc.org for the Zoom link. 

------------------------------------------ 
For Children: Children’s Compassion Camp 

Sundays, through August 23 
Infants through Second Grade will meet at 10:00 a.m. 

Third, Fourth and Fifth Grades will meet at 10:30 a.m. 
 

This five-week Sunday morning camp will include activities such as biblical stories, 
videos, new music, coloring activities, crafts (with items easily found at home), yoga, 
breathing exercises, social time with Sunday School friends and time with Pastor Megan 
via Zoom!  Families will also receive A Compassion Camp Family Pack, so you may 
continue to explore compassion as a family throughout the week. This will be an online 
Sunday School Camp, and each class will meet via Zoom for 30 minutes. 

mailto:MeganS@gablesucc.org
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 FRIDAY NIGHT SOCIAL ON ZOOM 
Friday, August 7 from 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

 

We miss seeing each other at Gables UCC, and although nothing compares to being 
physically present to each other, next week we are going to hold a virtual small group social 
night. We will enjoy a time to gather in small groups and catch up. Then, we will switch 
groups and catch up with others. So, get ready to “see” each other and be together 
again!  ALL Church friends are invited. The more the merrier!  

  

Register in advance for this meeting by clicking on the link below: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZErd--orzspHtwmxxBMe0szfGOuOd6q2yCP 
 

Once you register, Pastor Megan will send out the Zoom link to you for the event. 

  

Please register by Friday, August 7 at 10:00 a.m. 
 

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP  
A Morning of Support for Women Living with Cancer  

Saturday, August 8 at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom  
 

Join us for some caring and the sharing of insights and support for those living with cancer 
or who have gone through the journey. Register in advance for this meeting by clicking on 
this link: 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMufu2srT0uE9x1qISEpGpLXxbqhJggHown   
 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about 
joining the meeting.  

 
SUMMER SABBATH  

Monday, August 10 – Sunday, August 16 
 

Most summers, the Pastoral Team and church staff take some time to renew, relax, and 
refresh through a break or a time of vacation. Because of COVID-19, and our desire to stay 
connected and to help make the church relevant through such a crisis, we have not taken 
time for such a break. With the support of the Executive Council, and the love and support 
of his congregation, the church staff is going to take a one-week break from Monday, 
August 10 – Sunday, August 16. This means that for one week, the church will be closed 
(really closed) and there will be no Zoom meetings, gatherings, or classes. And while there 
will still be worship on Sunday morning, for the very first time, it will be pre-recorded like 
most churches. The staff is thankful for this opportunity to regroup and to renew our spirits 
and souls, so that we might serve you more faithfully.  

Of course, if there is an emergency, we stand ready to help and lend support. Just contact 
the emergency line on the church’s number or contact Pastor Laurie on her cell.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZErd--orzspHtwmxxBMe0szfGOuOd6q2yCP
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMufu2srT0uE9x1qISEpGpLXxbqhJggHown
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https://gablesucc.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7cc89f92409b04e1342101314&id=7686a53bd9&e=25676cc6ea
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Held in partnership with Coral Gables UCC 
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The Board of Justice and Witness invites you to this important event hosted by 
Catalyst Miami. Learn how our tax dollars are spent in Miami-Dade County, and 
how we can advocate for their fair use and community enhancement.  
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 Every Thursday evening through August 13 at 7:30 p.m. join us for our Community 
Arts Program (CAP) 2020 VIRTUAL Summer Concert Series (35th consecutive year; first 
virtual)! Invite family and friends to also take a seat at CommunityArtsProgram.org or the 
Community Arts Program Facebook page.  
 

These one-hour jazz and classical concerts come to you FREE. Donations are accepted to 
help support the South Florida musicians and technicians making it possible.  

 

 

https://communityartsprogram.org/
https://www.facebook.com/communityartsprogram/
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STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT TO THE WORK OF ANTI-RACISM 

 

Black Lives Matter. This is a truth we speak to ourselves, to the Church, and to the world as we 
witness racism continue to take the lives of Black people in America. With grieving hearts, we 
speak their names: George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery, Tony McDade, Corey Jones, 
Atatiana Jefferson, Trayvon Martin and countless other victims of racist violence, both known and 
unknown, listened to and ignored. The voice of their blood cries out from the ground, and we join 
this cry for justice. 
  

Again, and again, we are reminded that racism is more than individual thoughts and actions. It is 
an immoral system that structurally discriminates against and oppresses people of color - especially 
Black people - through underfunded schools, lack of access to healthcare, food insecurity, 
discriminatory housing policies, polluted neighborhoods and undrinkable water, and an unjust 
criminal justice system.    
  

As Christians, we believe that all people are children of God and deserve the same dignity, 
compassion, and access to a full life no matter their skin color, gender, gender identity or 
expression, sexual orientation, national origin, immigration status, socio-economic status, ability, 
education, or faith tradition.  
  

The book of Genesis affirms that, “God created humankind in God’s own image;” that all people 
are beloved, blessed image-bearers of the Divine. Likewise, the Apostle Paul preaches in Galatians 
that “there is no longer Jew nor Greek...for all are one in Christ Jesus;” that we are united as a 
human race, and that in God nothing divides us. In this oneness, we must unite and resist the racism 
that permeates every institution in this country -- including the Church -- and deprives us of fully 
experiencing the wholeness and equality promised by God and exemplified in the life of Jesus.  
  

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ continues its commitment to the work 
of anti-racism, to dismantling the system of White supremacy, and to the co-creation with the 
Holy Spirit of God’s reign of peace and justice on earth. This is the work that Jesus calls us 
to, in courage and hope, for a transformed world where all God’s children are equal, free, 
and loved.  
  

As a congregation, we will embody this commitment in our life and culture together through 
awareness, education, skills, application of anti-racist education, policies, and practices, as we 
continue to our work of dismantling racism. This includes: 

  

-Anti-racist educational programming for children, youth, and adults 
-Building relationships with diverse congregations 
-Partnership with and purchases from Black-owned businesses and Black-led community 
organizations 
-Justice work with PACT on issues of housing, gun violence, and unnecessary arrests 
-Hiring practices that prioritize racial diversity  
-Prophetic preaching and worship  
-Prayer without ceasing for racial justice  
 In the name of God our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, we re-affirm our commitment to 
dismantling racism in our nation and to the work of justice and witness for all people. Amen.  
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