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WELCOME TO CORAL GABLES CONGREGATIONAL 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Our Faith is over 2000 years old. Our thinking is not. 
 

We invite you to be a part of our community of faith, 
to be blessed by God’s grace in our midst. 

We invite you to grow spiritually, and to find welcome at God’s table. 
Our vision is to be an inclusive, vibrant, alive, witnessing community of faith. 

We are the people of South Florida, a diverse, culturally rich, and intriguing community. 
We are young and old, economically fortunate and economically struggling,  

with and without disabilities, Hispanic and African-American, gay and straight;  
trans- and cis-gender, native Miamians, and transplants from around the globe. 

 
A common misconception is that Church goers are  

stuffy, standoffish, and don’t like newcomers. 
Nothing is farther from the truth here. 

We want you to experience our friendship and closeness firsthand. 
We want you to feel comfortable and to enjoy worship with us. 

Visiting a church for the first time can be a frightening experience. 
We know it can be scary walking through those big wooden doors. 

We assure you, though, that the hard part is making up your mind to visit. 
Once you are here you will find a haven of hospitality, beauty, and inspiring worship. 

 
 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 
3010 De Soto Boulevard  

Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 
Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

 
CCLI License # 11282912 

 
 
 
 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
July 26, 2020                        Our faith is over 2000 years old                             11:00 a.m.  

Our thinking is not. 
 

 
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost  

Know yourself.  
Don’t accept your dog’s admiration as conclusive evidence that you are wonderful.                                                                                                                          

            

PRELUDE                                       Melody op.3 no.3                                   Rachmaninov 
Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 

 

                                                             Joyful, Joyful                                          Joel Rainey  
Dr. Ron Morgan, organ; Dr. Greg Taylor, piano  

 
WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS               The Rev. Aaron Lauer 

 No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    

 

Thank you for signing in online.  
We love knowing where everyone is worshipping from today.  

 

Please use your smartphone to check in on Facebook; let your family and friends know 
that you are at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at gablesucc.org/live. 

 

 

Be sure to “like” us at facebook.com/gablesucc. 
 

CALL TO COMMUNITY             Then Sings My Soul                           Mary McDonald    
Brandon Mowry and Alex Woods, vocalists  

 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                    The Rev. Megan Smith                                                                                                                    
 

    One:  God stretches out the heavens and shapes the earth. 
God raises up the mountains and pours water into the seas. 
God calls forth plants from the soil and forms animals in infinite variety. 
God breathes upon us and fills us with life. 
God gives our lives meaning through laughter and tears. 
God touches our hearts through family and friends. 
God loves us and blesses us with everything good. 
God loves us and overwhelms us with never-ending generosity. 
God loves us and surrounds us with love in abundance! 
Come and worship this living, loving, generous God! 

http://gablesucc.org/live
http://facebook.com/mycgcc
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HYMN                                      Bless God, O My Soul 
 

Bless God, O my soul! All within me bless God's name! 
Bless God, who was, and is, and shall ever be the same! 

When we suffer, God sends healing; when we sin, our God forgives; 
From the grave our God redeems us, and by grace we rise to live! 

Bless God, O my soul! All within me bless God's name! 
Bless God, who was, and is, and shall ever be the same! 

 
With compassion God works justice when oppression shackles truth; 

Like the phoenix, God restores us to the vigor of our youth. 
Bless God, O my soul! All within me bless God's name! 
Bless God, who was, and is, and shall ever be the same! 

 
As a parent's love is endless, so God's mercy follows us; 

For the One who framed our being well recalls that we are dust! 
Bless God, O my soul! All within me bless God's name! 
Bless God, who was, and is, and shall ever be the same! 

 
God removes all our transgressions far as east is from the west; 

For the grace of God is great as heaven stands high above the earth! 
Bless God, hosts of heaven, everyone who does God's will! 

God's dominion never ends! Bless God, O my soul. 
 
 

OFFERING THE PEACE OF CHRIST   

                      

One: No matter from where you are worshipping with us today; no matter the 
concerns, worries, or joys that you bring; no matter your background or 
social status; your race, culture, faith tradition, or sexual orientation, we offer 
to you the peace of Christ. Peace be with you! 

 

If you are gathered with others, share the peace of Christ with one another. 
 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you.  

Email, text, or message your family and friends and share the peace of Christ with them 
from a distance. 

 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE (Sung) 
 

      Bless the Lord, my soul and bless God’s holy name; 
Bless the Lord, my soul who leads me into life. 
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THE SCRIPTURE LESSON             Isaiah 14:12-17 

How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn! 
How you are cut down to the ground, you who laid the nations low! 

 You said in your heart, “I will ascend to heaven; 
I will raise my throne above the stars of God; 

I will sit on the mount of assembly on the heights of Zaphon;  
I will ascend to the tops of the clouds, I will make myself like the Most High.” 

 But you are brought down to Sheol, to the depths of the Pit. 
Those who see you will stare at you, and ponder over you: 

“Is this the man who made the earth tremble, who shook kingdoms, 
 who made the world like a desert and overthrew its cities, 

    who would not let his prisoners go home?” 
 

Friends, listen. God is still speaking. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
THE MORNING MESSAGE      Elephant in the Pew  

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner 
 

MUSICAL RESPONSE                 God of Inspiration                            Mark Unbehagen 
Brandon Mowry and Alex Woods, vocalists  

 

At this time, you are invited to text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 
or email at 3059686482@vtext.com. 

 
THE MORNING PRAYERS  
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father (Creator),  
who art in heaven,  

Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done on earth,  
as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   
Amen. 

mailto:3059686482@vtext.com
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SUNG RESPONSE                             Nada te Turbe               
 

Nada te turbe, nada te espante. Quiena Dios tiene nada le falta.  
Nada te turbe, nada te espante. Sólo Dios basta 

 

Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten, those who seek God shall never go wanting. 
Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten, God alone fills us. 

 
 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS  
Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within 
these walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 
“GABLESUCC” to 77977 or go to our church app. You can also give on our website. 
 
 
 
 

THE DOXOLOGY               
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
    One:         God of generosity and giving, what we give here represents our gratitude 

to you. Receive and use these gifts to spread your good news, to celebrate 
life, to make the ordinary sacred, and to bring hope to others. Amen. 

 
THE CLOSING HYMN  God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending     
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 BENEDICTION  
    One:        Now, go forth with renewed inspiration to do the work of God.  

Seek good, do well, love goodness, and establish justice. 
This the greatest offering we can make;  
to be co-creators with God for the betterment of the world.  
Go in peace, with love for our neighbors. 

 
POSTLUDE                   Prelude in G-sharp Minor op. 32 no. 12                 Rachmaninov 

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 
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Following the service, please join us for our weekly Connection Café at 12:15 p.m. 
Come, enjoy some conversation with the pastors and the chance to connect with others by 
going to our website or Gables UCC Facebook page and commenting on our live video 

or by texting Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or emailing to 3059686482@vtext.com. 
 

  Visitors, we would LOVE to have you join us!  
 
 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! 
 

If you are visiting us today, we welcome you. We are grateful we have found each other. 
And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a place to live 
out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you into 
our community. For more information about the church, please contact Pastor Laurie at 
305.448.7421, ext. 116 or LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
today and each Sunday at gablesucc.org/live. 

 
THE BULLETIN COVER TODAY 

The artwork that graces our front cover this morning comes from writer and artist Jan 
Richardson. She has entitled this piece, “Getting Garbed,” and connects it to the Gospel of 
Matthew’s parable of the wedding banquet, where one guest came without a wedding robe. 
This cover was selected as a way to convey that we all belong to a priesthood of believers, 
and that each of us is called to ministry. While not all of us may put on the garb of a pastor 
such as a robe and stole, all of us can put on the garb of our spiritual gifts which God has 
given to us and by which we serve God and one another. 

IN OUR PRAYERS  
We remember all those places of war, violence and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace 
for all people around the world. Today’s prayers especially include our global community 
as well as our own nation and city as all encounter the coronavirus. A lighted candle on the 
altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, healing, compassion, and unity. 

 
GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App 
Store or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and 
connected with church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need 
help? Contact Elena Korallis, our Director of Communications, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
SERMON FEEDBACK CAFÉ  

Join us at 12:30 p.m. (following Connection Café) for a Zoom conversation with Pastor 
Laurie about her Elephant in the Pew sermon for the day. To get the sign-on information 
for the Sermon Feedback Café, please contact Pastor Laurie at laurieh@gablesucc.org.  

mailto:3059686482@vtext.com
mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
http://gablesucc.org/live
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:laurieh@gablesucc.org
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STAY IN TOUCH 
Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members 
and friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and 
general church business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at 
DrewS@gablesucc.org. 

 

 
CHURCH PRAYER LIST  

 

The Called to Care Team prays together each Wednesday at 12:00 noon. They use a list 
compiled from your prayer requests texted to Pastor Laurie on Sunday morning (or 
throughout the week). To be in touch, text Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol 
Fifield, Coordinator of the Called to Care Team, at miamifife@gmail.com.  
 

THE COMPASSION FUND  

 

We have established a “Compassion Fund” to help church family and friends in need 
through these challenging days. We invite you to give knowing that your gift will assist 
those struggling to make ends meet. If giving through our church website, app, or by texting 
“GABLESUCC” to 77977, please go to where it says “Fund,” scroll down to the 
Compassion Fund, and contribute. It’s that easy and you will be helping other members. 
 

REMEMBER 
These are the times that call upon our faith—times like this, when we and those around 
us need assurance that we’re not alone, and that together we will get through whatever 
lies ahead. Now is the time to draw close to God in prayer, and to one another in acts 
of compassion and care. If you are in need of groceries, a meal, conversation, a 
pharmacy run, or anything else, let us know.  

 
YOUNG ADULT CHECK-IN 

Sundays at 12:30 p.m. 
Every Sunday the Young Adults of Gables UCC are gathering for a time of check-in, 
reflection, and learning. Each week a new leader facilitates a great conversation and 
encourages our growth in community. If you are in your 20s/30s and would like to join us, 
contact Pastor Aaron for the Zoom login at AaronL@gablesucc.org or 651.252.7544. 
 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH ANTI-RACIST BOOKCLUB  
Sundays, through August 9 at 1:00 p.m. On Zoom 

 

At Gables UCC we want to raise up young leaders in the work of anti-racism in the way of 
Jesus. This five-session class will use “This Book is Anti-Racist” by Tiffany Jewell and 
engage in activities and reflection on how we dismantle racism in our lives and world. . 
For more information, contact Pastor Aaron. 

mailto:DrewS@gablesucc.org
mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org
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WISE (WELCOMING, INCLUSIVE, SUPPORTIVE, AND ENGAGED  
FOR MENTAL HEALTH) SUPPORT 

However, being socially distant does not mean having to be socially isolated.  
 

Each Tuesday at 7:00 p.m., Lisa LeSueur leads a Zoom opportunity to connect with other 
members of our church community as we share stories, as well as survival strategies, for 
getting through these challenging times. If you are interested in joining, please email Lisa 
at LisaL@gablesucc.org and the link to the meeting will be forwarded to you.  

 
NEAT ONLINE MEETINGS 

Second and Fourth Tuesdays of the Month at 7:00 p.m. via Meetup 
 

N.E.A.T. offers practical, motivational, emotional and spiritual support when facing 
challenges in business, career and life transitions. We are professionals helping 
professionals.  For topics, requests and to receive information and email, register for free 
at: www.meetup.com/Network-Empower-And-Transition-Life-Work. If you have further 
questions, contact Suely Piraino Argianas at suely@crownecoaching.com. 

 
 
 

 
SACRED CONVERATIONS ON RACE 
Tuesday, July 28 at 7:15 p.m. on Zoom 

One of the ways for folks to be engaged, empowered, and energized around the many issues 
of racism, is through our ongoing Sacred Conversation on Race, where we encourage you 
to not only listen, share, and learn, but then to take constructive and meaningful action to 
dismantle in your own life.   
 

This week we invite you to be with us as we continue our small group conversations around 
questions that have emerged from the films The Color of Fear: Part One and Two.  If you 
have not seen them, we urge you to do so in preparation for this time of in-depth and 
meaningful conversation. Part One is available for free on YouTube and most of the other 
social media film sources.  
 

As the participants in the films, we hope to enter into the type of dialogue most of us fear, 
but hope will happen sometime in our lifetime as we look at our own culpability, racist 
leanings, and struggles.  
 

If you have been with us before, you will receive a link and password in the next day. If 
you would like to join us and have not previously, please contact Pastor Laurie at 
Laurieh@gablesucc.org for the link and password.  
 
 

mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
http://www.meetup.com/Network-Empower-And-Transition-Life-Work
mailto:suely@crownecoaching.com
mailto:Laurieh@gablesucc.org
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GABLES UCC READS: 
Small Great Things, a novel by Jodi Picoult 

Wednesdays, through August 5 at 7:00 p.m. by Zoom 
Led by Debbie Paris  

 

Author, Jodi Picoult, offers a thought-provoking examination of racism in America today, 
both overt and subtle.  This week we are discussing pages 254-378. Contact Pastor Megan 
for the Zoom ID and Password, by emailing her at MeganS@gablesucc.org. 
 

MORNING DEVOTIONS 
Each weekday morning beginning at 9:00 a.m.  

Found on our Facebook page, website, Twitter, and YouTube. 
Be with us for a brief time of reflection, song, and prayer. 

 
SPIRITUAL FORMATION AT GABLES UCC  

 

For Adults: The Challenge of Paul 
A video and Bible Study Based on the Work of John Dominic Crossan 

Each Sunday morning through August 2  
9:00 a.m. – 9:45 a.m. by Zoom 

Paul is one of Christianity’s most impactful, yet most debated and misunderstood figures. 
In “The Challenge of Paul,” John Dominic Crossan gives us the benefit of his lifelong 
search for the Paul of history to create a new understanding that sheds new light on Paul 
and why he is more relevant than ever today. 

We will gather together on Zoom and watch the John Dominic Crossan DVD session, then 
be led in discussion by Mark Wolfe and Rick Walters. Please email Pastor Megan at 
MeganS@gablesucc.org for the Zoom link. 

------------------------------------------ 
 

For Children: Children’s Compassion Camp 
Sundays, through August 23 

Infants through Second Grade will meet at 10:00 a.m. 
Third, Fourth and Fifth Grades will meet at 10:30 a.m. 

 

This five-week Sunday morning camp will include activities such as biblical stories, 
videos, new music, coloring activities, crafts (with items easily found at home), yoga, 
breathing exercises, social time with Sunday School friends and time with Pastor Megan 
via Zoom!  Families will also receive A Compassion Camp Family Pack, so you may 
continue to explore compassion as a family throughout the week. This will be an online 
Sunday School Camp, and each class will meet via Zoom for 30 minutes. 
 

mailto:MeganS@gablesucc.org
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   WE ARE OUT OF THE BOX PEOPLE   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 CORAL GABLES CONGREGATIONAL UCC STAFF DIRECTORY  
305.448.7421 (Extensions listed below)  

 
Ministers 
All Members of the Church 
 
Pastoral Staff 
The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor                  LaurieH@gablesucc.org  ext. 116 
The Rev. Megan Smith, Associate Pastor                             MeganS@gablesucc.org ext. 119 
The Rev. Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor                               AaronL@gablesucc.org ext. 117 

 
 

Program Staff 
German Worship Information                                                GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org 
Mark Hart, Exec. Dir. of the Community Arts Program        MarkH@gablesucc.org  ext. 120 
The Rev. Yoli Izquierdo-Yglesias, Spanish Worship      
Valeyosly@gmail.com/786.506.9890                               
Lisa LeSueur, Minister for Congregational and Staff Care      LisaL@gablesucc.org, ext. 150 
Dr. Ronald Morgan, Director of Music Ministries                   RonM@gablesucc.org  ext.121 
Brooke Bagnall-Koger, Director of Early Childhood Center            BrookeB@gablesucc.org                    
    To contact Early Childhood Center, please call: 305.444.9792 
 
Support Staff 
Anthony Cabrera, Minister of Liturgical Arts                                            Cabreraa25@att.net 
Kris Coney, Sound Technician                                                                  info@gablesucc.org 
Allen Feldman, Pew Organizer                                           
Elena Korallis, Director of Communications                          ElenaK@gablesucc.org ext.151 
Seth Patterson, Youth Bell Choir Director                                            smpatter@samford.edu  
Tony Prinzi, Print, Rentals & Reception Coordinator            TonyP@gablesucc.org  ext. 100 
Dennis Rodrigues CPA, Business Manager         DennisR@gablesucc.org ext.130 
Drew Sandbulte, Events Coordinator                                       DrewS@gablesucc.org ext.112 
Dr. Gregory Taylor, Parish Musician                                                      Gregpiano1@aol.com 
Alexandra Woods, Children‘s Choir Director            Awoods@cushmanschool.org 
 
Maintenance and Custodial Team 

                        Rene Dominguez (Lead Custodian)  
                         Carlos Barrios, Rosario Noriega 

               
   

          
 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
mailto:MeganS@gablesucc.org
mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org
mailto:GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org
mailto:MarkH@gablesucc.org
mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
mailto:RonM@gablesucc.org
mailto:BrookeB@gablesucc.org
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:smpatter@samford.edu
mailto:TonyP@gablesucc.org
mailto:DennisR@gablesucc.org
mailto:DrewS@gablesucc.org
mailto:Gregpiano1@aol.com
mailto:awoods@cushmanschool.org
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https://gablesucc.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7cc89f92409b04e1342101314&id=7686a53bd9&e=25676cc6ea
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Held in partnership with Coral Gables UCC 
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  Every Thursday evening from July 9 through August 13 at 7:30 p.m. join us for our 
Community Arts Program (CAP) 2020 VIRTUAL Summer Concert Series (35th 
consecutive year; first virtual)! Invite family and friends to also take a seat at 
CommunityArtsProgram.org or the Community Arts Program Facebook page.  
 

These one-hour jazz and classical concerts come to you FREE. Donations are accepted to 
help support the South Florida musicians and technicians making it possible.  

 

 

https://communityartsprogram.org/
https://www.facebook.com/communityartsprogram/

	THE SCRIPTURE LESSON             Isaiah 14:12-17



