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WELCOME TO CORAL GABLES CONGREGATIONAL 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Our Faith is over 2000 years old. Our thinking is not. 

We invite you to be a part of our community of faith, 

to be blessed by God’s grace in our midst. 

We invite you to grow spiritually, and to find welcome at God’s table. 

Our vision is to be an inclusive, vibrant, alive, witnessing community of faith. 

We are the people of South Florida, a diverse, culturally rich, and intriguing community. 

We are young and old, economically fortunate and economically struggling,  

with and without disabilities, Hispanic and African-American, gay and straight;  

trans- and cis-gender, native Miamians, and transplants from around the globe. 

A common misconception is that Church goers are  

stuffy, standoffish, and don’t like newcomers. 

Nothing is farther from the truth here. 

We want you to experience our friendship and closeness firsthand. 

We want you to feel comfortable and to enjoy worship with us. 

Visiting a church for the first time can be a frightening experience. 

We know it can be scary walking through those big wooden doors. 

We assure you, though, that the hard part is making up your mind to visit. 

Once you are here you will find a haven of hospitality, beauty, and inspiring worship. 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

3010 De Soto Boulevard  

Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 

Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

CCLI License # 11282912 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

May 31, 2020                         Our faith is over 2000 years old                             11:00 a.m.  

Our thinking is not. 
 

 
 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 

If you want to speak to God, tell it to the wind. 

                                                                                            ~ African Proverb, Ghana  
 

 

 

PRELUDE               Nun Bitten Wir (Now Pray We to the Holy Spirit)  Dietrich Buxtehude 

                                            Komm, Heiliger Geist, Herr Gott                                J. S. Bach 

(canto firmo in Pedale)        

Dr. Ron Morgan, organ  

 

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                   

The Rev. Aaron Lauer 
  

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    
 

Thank you for signing in online.  

We love knowing where everyone is worshipping from today.  
 

Please use your smartphone to check in on Facebook; let your family and friends know 

that you are at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 

each Sunday at gablesucc.org/live. 

 

 

Be sure to “like” us at facebook.com/gablesucc. 
 

 

CALL TO COMMUNITY            Gathered, Scattered                                    Greg Scheer 

Mark Hart, vocalist  

 

 

http://gablesucc.org/live
http://facebook.com/mycgcc
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CALL TO WORSHIP                                                            
 

One: Source of all, in this time of worship open us to your word. 

Open our eyes to the incendiary faith of your disciples. 

Open our minds to your provocative truth.  

Open our ears to hear your rushing, mighty Spirit. 

Open our mouths to cry out for peace in a war-torn world. 

Open our hands to bring justice to the oppressed. 

Open our hearts to share hope with the despairing. 

Come among the church this day, in the many places where we are,  

and call to us in new ways as the Body of Christ.  

Come, inspire and empower us as we worship together.  

 

OPENING HYMN                 Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness  
 

    Refrain: 

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness, calling and free. 

Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 
 

You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, 

then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep, 

and over the eons you called to each thing: 

Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings. (Refrain) 

 

You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand, 

and you goaded your people with a law and a land, 

and when they were blinded with their idols and lies, 

then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes. (Refrain)  

 

You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill, 

then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still, 

and down in the city you called once again, 

when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind. (Refrain)  

 

You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes, 

from the bondage of sorrow the captives dream dreams, 

our women see visions, our men clear their eyes, 

with bold new decisions your people arise. (Refrain) 
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OFFERING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

One: No matter from where you are worshipping with us today; no matter the 

concerns, worries, or joys that you bring; no matter your background or social 

status; your race, culture, faith tradition, or sexual orientation, we offer to you 

the peace of Christ this day. Peace be with you! 
 

If you are gathered with others, share the peace of Christ with one another. 

 If you are worshipping individually, know the peace of Christ is with you. Email, text, or 

message your family and friends and share the peace of Christ with them from a distance. 
 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE (Sung) 
 

      Bless the Lord, my soul and bless God’s holy name; 

Bless the Lord, my soul who leads me into life. 
 

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON             Acts 2:1-17  
 

Reader: Ashton Davila 
 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  And suddenly 

from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 

house where they were sitting.  Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 

tongue rested on each of them.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 

speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem.  And at 

this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking 

in the native language of each.  Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who 

are speaking Galileans?  And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 

language?  Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 

belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and 

Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.”  All 

were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?”  But others 

sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea 

and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say.  Indeed, 

these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning.  No, this is 

what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
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 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

    and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, 

    and your old men shall dream dreams. 

Friends, listen. God is still speaking. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

THE GIFT OF MUSIC                      Soul on Fire                                              arr. Hamby 

Mark Hart and Brandon Mowry, vocalists  

           

THE MORNING MESSAGE 

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner  

 

MUSICAL RESPONSE             Maya’s Prayer for Peace                            Tom Trenney  

(Poetry by Maya Angelou) 

Brandon Mowry, vocalist 

At this time, you are invited to text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 

or email at 3059686482@vtext.com. 

 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS  

Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these 

walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 

“GABLESUCC” to 77977 or go to our church app. You can also give on our website. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN        Let Us Break Bread Together  

 

Let us break bread together on our knees, 

Let us break bread together on our knees. 

When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun, 

O Lord, have mercy on me. 

 

Let us drink wine together on our knees, 

Let us drink wine together on our knees. 

When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun, 

O Lord, have mercy on me. 

mailto:3059686482@vtext.com
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Let us praise God together on our knees, 

Let us praise God together on our knees. 

When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun, 

O Lord, have mercy on me. 

                     

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Our table is wide-open to all who desire a closer relationship with God no matter your 

age, gender, station in life, sexual orientation, or faith tradition.   
 

We invite you to have available a piece of bread/cracker and a small cup of juice/wine 

ready so that we may share Holy Communion together as a “commune-ity,” no matter 

from where we are worshipping today.  

INVITATION   
 

PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (spoken) 

You are welcome to use the language or words of your tradition or choice. 

Our Father (Creator), who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

 SHARING OF BREAD AND CUP  

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (unison) 

Thank You, O God, for this meal of remembrance; And for coming to us, in the 

Spirit's power, as we have shared it. May the love we find at your table be reflected in 

our lives; May the power we receive at your table make us peacemakers and healers; 

And may the Spirit who fills us again at your table lead us to be those who proclaim 

God's realm in every word we speak and in everything we do. Amen.  
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CLOSING HYMN                    Blest Be the Tie That Binds  

Blest be the tie that binds, our hearts in Christian love;  

the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. 
 

We share our mutual woes, our mutual burdens bear,  

and often for each other flows the sympathizing tear. 
 

When we are called to part, it gives us inward pain;  

but we shall still be joined in heart, and hope to meet again. 

 

 SENDING FORTH  

POSTLUDE                         Crown Him with Many Crowns                            Wilbur Held 

Dr. Ron Morgan, organ   
 

Following the service, please join us for our weekly Connection Café at 12:15 p.m. Come, 

enjoy some conversation with the pastors and the chance to connect with others by going 

to our website or Gables UCC Facebook page and commenting on our live video or by 

texting Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or emailing to 3059686482@vtext.com. 
 

  Visitors, we would LOVE to have you join us!  

 

-------------------------------------------- 
 

 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! 
 

If you are visiting us today, we welcome you. We are grateful we have found each other. 

And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a place to live 

out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you into 

our community. For more information about the church, please contact Pastor Laurie at 

305.448.7421, ext. 116 or LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  
 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 

today and each Sunday at gablesucc.org/live. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:3059686482@vtext.com
mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
http://gablesucc.org/live
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IN OUR PRAYERS  
We remember all those places of war, violence and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace 

for all people around the world. Today’s prayers especially include our global community 

as well as our own nation and city as all encounter the coronavirus. A lighted candle on the 

altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, healing, compassion, and unity. 

 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and 

friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and 

general church business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at 

DrewS@gablesucc.org. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: THE CHURCH BUILDING IS CLOSED AND ALL PUBLIC 

INDOOR EVENTS, PROGRAMS, AND WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES HAVE 

BEEN CANCELLED OR MOVED ONLINE. 

Be sure to join us through our church website, Facebook page, church app,  

and Instagram page for our various online offerings.  
 

Online Morning Devotions Each Weekday at 9:00 a.m. 

Online Sunday Morning Worship at 11:00 a.m. 

Please also keep checking our various social media outlets for up-to-date 

information, programs, and community connection time. 

www.gablesucc.org 

 

GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App 

Store or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and 

connected with church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need 

help? Contact Elena Korallis, our Director of Communications, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 

CHURCH PRAYER LIST  

 

Do you know the Called to Care Team prays together each Wednesday at 12:00 noon from 

their respective homes or wherever they are? They use a list compiled from your prayer 

requests texted to Pastor Laurie on Sunday morning (or throughout the week). To be in 

touch, text Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 or email Carol Fifield, Coordinator of the Called 

to Care Team, at miamifife@gmail.com.  

 

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
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THE COMPASSION FUND  

 

We have established a “Compassion Fund” to help church family and friends in need 

through these challenging days. We invite you to give knowing that your gift will assist 

those struggling to make ends meet. If giving through our church website, app, or by texting 

“GABLESUCC” to 77977, please go to where it says “Fund,” scroll down to the 

Compassion Fund, and contribute. It’s that easy and you will be helping other members. 

 

SPECIAL PROGRAM ON RACISM TONIGHT  

The Cross and the Lynching Tree: A Requiem for Ahmaud Arbery 

Sunday, May 31 at 6:00 p.m. 

Zoom Webinar 

Board of Justice and Witness invites you to attend this webinar hosted by the United 

Church of Christ as we confront racism and seek justice in our country. The webinar will 

feature a recent sermon by Rev. Dr. Otis Moss III, pastor of Trinity United Church of Christ 

in Chicago, addressing the murder of Ahmaud Arbery, a young, black man killed while 

jogging near his home in Georgia.  Following the sermon, a panel of UCC clergy will 

discuss the impact of historical and present day acts of racism and violence towards African 

Americans and how the Christian Church can be actively involved in dismantling racism. 

Please register at www.ucc.org. 

 

WISE (WELCOMING, INCLUSIVE, SUPPORTIVE, AND ENGAGED  

FOR MENTAL HEALTH) SUPPORT 

However, being socially distant does not mean having to be socially isolated.  
 

Each Tuesday at 7:00 p.m., Lisa LeSueur, Minister of Congregational and Staff Care, will 

lead a Zoom opportunity to connect with other members of our church community as we 

share stories, as well as survival strategies, for getting through these challenging times. If 

you are interested in joining, please email Lisa at LisaL@gablesucc.org and the link to the 

meeting will be forwarded to you.  

 

NEAT ONLINE MEETINGS 

Second and Fourth Tuesdays of the Month at 7:00 p.m. via Meetup 
 

N.E.A.T. offers practical, motivational, emotional and spiritual support when facing 

challenges in business, career and life transitions. We are professionals helping 

professionals.  For topics, requests and to receive information and email, register for free 

at: www.meetup.com/Network-Empower-And-Transition-Life-Work. If you have further 

questions, contact Suely Piraino Argianas at suely@crownecoaching.com. 

 

 

 

http://www.ucc.org/
mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
http://www.meetup.com/Network-Empower-And-Transition-Life-Work
mailto:suely@crownecoaching.com
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 SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

For Adults: 

The Acts of the Apostles; Embracing the Spirit of Easter 

Sundays, through May 31 at 9:00 a.m. 

The book of Acts tells a dramatic story of the birth and expansion of the church from the 

time of the ascension of Jesus until the arrival of Paul in Rome. Join Pastor Megan via 

Zoom for this five-session look at the early Christian movement. Please email Pastor 

Megan at MeganS@gablesucc.org for the Zoom ID and password. Be sure to have a Bible 

available for use either online or in print. All are welcome. 

 

For Children: 

Pastor Megan is teaching Sunday School each Sunday for children via Zoom. We share a 

video scripture story, we sing, we pray and we check in with each other because we care 

about each other. There are also emailed activities to do at home before Sunday or after 

we meet.  If you would like your child to join us via Zoom, please contact Pastor Megan 

for the Zoom ID and password at MeganS@gablesucc.org.   

 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 

Do you love and miss the Fair Trade Shop? 

The feeling is mutual! 

While we can’t be open, we can help you with gift suggestions during this extraordinary 

time. For Mother’s Day, Virtual Weddings, Graduations, or an uplift for the homebound. 

Call our personal shopper: Marilyn Smit at 786-897-1515. 

We offer curbside pickup and delivery too. 

Take 20% off every purchase through June 5th.    

 
REMEMBER: 

These are the times that call upon our faith—times like this, when we and those around 

us need assurance that we’re not alone, and that together we will get through whatever 

lies ahead. Now is the time to draw close to God in prayer, and to one another in acts 

of compassion and care. If you are in need of groceries, a meal, conversation, a 

pharmacy run, or anything else, let us know. Remember, we are not all in the same 

boat but we are in the same storm.  
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Tuesday Evening, June 2 

7:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.  
On Zoom 

The hard, but undeniable fact of deeply embedded racism in American society, 
has come to the fore once again through the known names of Ahmaud Arbery, 
George Floyd, Christian Cooper, and unfortunately in countless, nameless others 
that we never will know. Religious communities, including Gables UCC have long 
struggled with racism in and outside of their church walls. In 2008, under the 
leadership of Edith Guffey, then the Associate General Minister of the UCC, our 
congregation began a program called Sacred Conversations on Race. Since that 
time, Edith has been with as part of our work on White Privilege, Empathy, and the 
Church and Racism; and as a church we have done other work with Racists 
Anonymous, the Church’s Response to Ferguson, and so much more. 

Regrettably, our work and study needs to continue and we now invite Edith back 
to help lead us as the Body of Christ in addressing racism and our response and 
witness to the recent occurrences of hatred and violence. 

This Tuesday evening, June 2, you are invited to join through Zoom a time of 
reflection, processing, and an honest, sacred conversation around race. Edith will 
be with us to lead our conversation.  Edith is now the Conference Minister of the 
Kansas-Oklahoma Conference of the UCC and continues in the work of anti-
racism programs, conversations, and dialogues. 

This may be the beginning of more continuing dialogue and work that we all need 
to be doing in this important area. This is for Gables UCC members and good 
friends only. If you wish to sign up, please contact Pastor Laurie 
(Laurieh@gablesucc.org) and she will send you the link and password. We hope 
you will be with us and share in this important conversation. 

mailto:Laurieh@gablesucc.org



