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The picture on the front cover was drawn by 15-year-old Ty Maschke.  
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THE CORAL GABLES CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
A Just Peace, Open and Affirming, W.I.S.E., and Sanctuary Congregation 

of the United Church of Christ 
 

Our Faith is over 2000 years old. Our thinking is not. 
 

3010 De Soto Boulevard ~ Coral Gables, Florida 33134 
305.448.7421 ~ www. gablesucc.org 

 

 
 

We invite you to be a part of our community of faith, 
to be blessed by God’s grace in our midst. 

We invite you to grow spiritually, and to find welcome at God’s table. 
Our vision is to be an inclusive, vibrant, alive, witnessing community of faith. 

We are the people of South Florida, a diverse, culturally rich, and intriguing community. 
We are young and old, economically fortunate and economically struggling, 

Hispanic and African-American, gay and straight; 
we are native Miamians, and transplants from around the globe. 

 
No matter who you are or where you are on your life journey, 
you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation. 

 
CCLI License # 11282912 

 
 

 
 
 

EASTER 2020 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 

 
                                           The Rejoicing (from Royal Fireworks Music)                           G. F. Handel  
                                             

                                                Con Moto 

        Con Brio  

                                                                     In the Garden                                        arr. Mark Hayes  

                                        Duet for Two Trumpets and Organ (from Bonduca)                    Henry Purcell 

 
Jim Hacker and Jeff Kaye, trumpets 

Dr. Ron Morgan, piano/organ 
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EASTER FESTIVAL OF WORSHIP 
April 12, 2020                             Our faith is over 2000 years old;                                       11:00 a.m. 

Our thinking is not. 
 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 “Fear has two meanings: 'Forget Everything and Run' or 'Face Everything and Rise.' The choice is yours.”  

                                                                                ~ Zig Ziglar 
 

THE WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
ALL are welcome to this time and place of worship. 

Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 
Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  

male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  
the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  
the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 
Please use your smart phone to check in on Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat or Twitter and let your  

family and friends know that you are at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 
 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. at gablesucc.org/live. 

 

Be sure to “like” us at facebook.com/gablesucc.org. 
 
CHORAL INTROIT                      Christ Will Be Your Light                                                  Haas 

Michelle Caravia and Greg Jackson, vocalists  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

      We gather again beside the empty tomb.  
We bring our spices and ointments,  
to tend with love to our enduring hopes,  
and to lay claim to the bright promise of a different way.  

 

We gather at the empty tomb once more  
and we learn the lesson, again:  
that from the emptiness, can come a miracle;  
that even in our confusion and disbelief, hope can rise again and lead the way.  

 

We come to the empty tomb to learn again  
that the abundance of the universe is spread out before us.  
In our brokenness, in our wholeness, in our joyous times and in our despair,  
the God of new life is always with us.  

 

Once more beside the empty tomb  
in the garden where hope is blossoming  
and the tree of life bears fruits of healing,  
once more, when least expected,  
we find the signs of resurrection.  

      We are Easter People, and the abundance and hope of life is ours! 

http://gablesucc.org/live
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OPENING HYMN                  Christ the Lord is Risen Today  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF INVOCATION  

 

Giver of new life, we come this morning with our alleluias, our joy and hope. We come to  
worship in beauty and in truth because we have faith that Jesus Christ is raised from the dead,  
because we have hope that the resurrection will enter into each of our lives and transform  
them, and because, through Christ’s spirit, we have come to trust that all will be well. Accept  
our celebration and confidence, as well as our fears, our worries, and our uncertainty. Be  
present with us as a daystar, miracle, and mystery, and as the tender hands of grace. All this  
we ask in the name of Jesus our risen Lord.  Amen. 

 

 
SUNG INTERLUDE                                                                                                                from Taizé  

Bless the Lord, my soul and bless God’s holy name; 
Bless the Lord, my soul who leads me into life.  
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*THE EASTER GOSPEL                   Matthew 28:1-10  
After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
went to see the tomb.  And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, 
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it.  His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothing white as snow.  For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead 
men.  But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus 
who was crucified.  He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he 
lay.  Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is 
going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.”  So they left 
the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples.  Suddenly Jesus met them and 
said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him.  Then Jesus 
said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
 

Friends, listen. God is still speaking. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
ANTHEM                                      Alleluia (Exsultate Jubilate)                                              Mozart  

Michelle Caravia, vocalist  
 

THE EASTER MESSAGE              “Lenting” Go of Fear  
The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner  

 
THE RITUAL OF “LENTING GO…” 
You are invited at this time to write on a piece of paper or in your mind think of what you would like to “Lent” go 
of in order to become free of that which holds you back from being who you are truly meant to be.   
 

During our offering time, the worship leaders, on behalf of all of you, will place their individual papers in the water 
pond. As these individual papers disappear, may it symbolize for you your own “Lenting” go. We hope you will also 
symbolize this at home, either by tearing up your paper, crumbling it, or by placing it in the trash; or imagining that 
which you want to “Lent” go of being erased from your mind.  
 
INSTRUMENTAL REFLECTION         

Dr. Ron Morgan, Director of Music Ministry  
 
THE MORNING PRAYERS 

At this time, you are invited to text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 
 or email at 3059686482@vtext.com. 

 
SUNG RESPONSE                               Nada te Turbe               

Nada te turbe, nada te espante.  
Quiena Dios tiene nada le falta.  
Nada te turbe, nada te espante.  

Sólo Dios basta 
 

Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten,  
those who seek God shall never go wanting. 
Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten,  

God alone fills us. 

mailto:3059686482@vtext.com
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THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS  
Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within these walls but far beyond. If 
you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text “GABLESUCC” to 77977 or go to our church app. 
 
To symbolize the giving of the morning offering and your “Lenting” go the worship leaders will offer up their offering 
and cards on your behalf.  

 
OFFERTORY MUSIC                                Rise Up                                                     Andra Day  

Greg Jackson, vocalist  
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

ALL:  God our helper, we rely on your faithfulness. The light of your presence 
carries us from sadness into joy.  Your love turns our mourning into dancing! 
Thank you for the privilege of sharing in the healing of our broken world. 
Use our monetary support to spread the good news that you are alive. Accept 
that which we long to “Lent” go of, and in doing so, that we too may come 
alive and bethe best of what you have created us to be. We pray in the Spirit 
of the Resurrected One. Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN                                  God is Alive!                                                     David Haas  

 

Sing your joy, proclaim God’s glory! 
Rise and sing, the morning has come! 
Bless our God and praise all creation; 

Song of the earth, and light from heaven: 
God is alive! ---Al-le-lu-ia! 

 
All the earth is filled with rejoicing, 
Light and life the wonder of God! 
Christ has triumphed! Risen forever! 

Joy of our hearts, and hope of our dreaming: 
God is alive! ---Al-le-lu-ia! 

 
May we learn to become your Kingdom, 

May we be your kindness and truth! 
Love is our calling, gift of your presence; 

Children of God, and spirit of Jesus: 
God is alive! ---Al-le-lu-ia! 

 
Light our way, O God of the living 
May we learn to see with new eyes! 

Jesus the Lord, our power and promise; 
Light for the blind, and food for the hungry: 

God is alive! ---Al-le-lu-ia! 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE                                     Fanfare on Easter Hymn                                            Bedford                                                  
Dr. Ron Morgan, organ  
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Following the service, please join us for our weekly Connection Café at 12:15 p.m.  
Come, enjoy some conversation with the pastors and the chance to connect with others by going to the Gables UCC 

Facebook page and commenting on our live video. 
 

Give us a few moments after worship to set up and then you can join us from the livestream page on our website or 
on our Facebook page. Please note: The Connection Cafe will be a new video, so you will have to refresh your page 

to be able to see it. If there is no new video, we have not yet started the new livestream. 
 

You will be able to comment on the new Facebook video to let us know that you are here, or, on the website, send 
Elena a chat message or write in the chatbox under the video. We look forward to connecting with you. 

 
  Visitors, we would LOVE to have you join us!  

 

 
 

A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! 
 
If you are visiting us today, we welcome you. We are grateful we have found each other. And, if 
somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a place to live out your faith, to 
ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you into our community. For more 
information about the church, please contact Pastor Laurie at 305.448.7421, ext. 116 or 
LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
today and each Sunday at gablesucc.org/live. 

 
IN OUR PRAYERS  

We remember all those places of war, violence and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace for all 
people around the world. Today’s prayers especially include our global community as well as our 
own nation and city as all encounter the coronavirus. A lighted candle on the altar symbolizes our 
prayers for peace, healing, compassion, and unity. 

 
STAY IN TOUCH 

Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie emails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members and friends, 
filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and general church 
business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at DrewS@gablesucc.org. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: THE CHURCH IS CLOSED THIS WEEK AND ALL PUBLIC 

INDOOR EVENTS, PROGRAMS, AND WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES HAVE BEEN 
CANCELLED OR MOVED ONLINE. 

Be sure to join us through our church website, Facebook page, church app,  
and Instagram page for our various online offerings.  

 

Online Morning Devotions (Monday – Saturday) at 9:00 a.m.  
Online Sunday Morning Worship at 11:00 a.m.  

Please also keep checking our various social media outlets for up-to-date information, 
programs, and community connection time.  

www.gablesucc.org 
 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
http://gablesucc.org/live
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ONLINE EASTER FAMILY SERIVCE AT 1:00 P.M. 
Led by Pastor Megan and Pastor Aaron  

Join us for this special Easter service geared for children and young families. Meet Terry the puppet,  
learn more about Easter, and celebrate this day in a kid-friendly way. 

 
GET OUR CHURCH APP 

For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App Store or 
Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and connected with 
church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need help? Contact Elena 
Korallis, our Director of Communications, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
LOTUS HOUSE DONATIONS 

Our Sunday School children and youth are supporting Lotus House Homeless Shelter. In April, we 
are collecting new children’s socks. You may send your items to Pastor Megan at Gables UCC 
via Amazon. Thank you.   

 
SUNDAY MORNING ADULT EDUCATION ONLINE 

The Gospel According  to Mary Oliver (and Other Women Poets)  
Sundays, April 19 and 26 at 9:45 a.m.   

 

Mary Oliver was the kind of poet who walked the woods most days, accompanied by her 
dog and a notepad. In these walks, she developed a method of taking notice simply of 
whatever happens to present itself. In this season of Eastertide, we will spend two sessions 
online looking at the poems of Oliver and other women poets who teach us about finding 
the extraordinary in the ordinary, and resurrection joy in all that is. Led by Pastor Laurie.  
 

WISE (WELCOMING, INCLUSIVE, SUPPORTIVE, AND ENGAGED  
FOR MENTAL HEALTH) SUPPORT 

It’s okay not to be okay right now.  However, being socially distant does not mean having to be 
socially isolated. Each Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. Lisa LeSueur, Minister of Congregational and Staff 
Care, will lead a Zoom opportunity to connect with other members of our church community as 
we share stories, as well as survival strategies, for getting through these challenging times. If you are 
interested in joining, please email Lisa at LisaL@gablesucc.org and the link to the meeting will be 
forwarded to you.  

CHURCH PRAYER LIST  
 

Do you know the Called to Care Team prays together each Wednesday at 12:00 noon from their 
respective homes or wherever they are? They use a list compiled from your prayer requests texted 
to Pastor Laurie on Sunday morning (or throughout the week). To be in touch, text Pastor Laurie 
at 305.968.6482 or email Carol Fifield, Coordinator of the Called to Care Team, at 
miamifife@gmail.com.  
 

THE COMPASSION FUND  
 

Recently, we established a “Compassion Fund” to help our church family and friends in need 
through these challenging days. We invite you to give knowing that your gift will assist those 
struggling to make ends meet. If giving through our church website, app, or by texting 
“GABLESUCC” to 77977, please go to where it says “Fund,” scroll down to the Compassion Fund, 
and contribute. It’s as easy as that and you will be helping fellow church members. 

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
mailto:miamifife@gmail.com
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   WE ARE OUT OF THE BOX PEOPLE  
 

 

CORAL GABLES CONGREGATIONAL UCC STAFF DIRECTORY  
305.448.7421 (Extensions listed below)  

 
 
Ministers 
All Members of the Church 
 
 
Pastoral Staff 
The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor                     LaurieH@gablesucc.org  ext. 116 
The Rev. Megan Smith, Associate Pastor                             MeganS@gablesucc.org ext. 119 
The Rev. Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor                               AaronL@gablesucc.org ext. 117 

 
 

Program Staff 
German Worship Information                                                 GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org 
Mark Hart, Exec. Dir. of the Community Arts Program           MarkH@gablesucc.org  ext. 120 
The Rev. Yoli Izquierdo-Yglesias, Spanish Worship          Valeyosly@gmail.com/786.506.9890                               
Lisa LeSueur, Minister for Congregational and Staff Care           LisaL@gablesucc.org, ext. 150 
Dr. Ronald Morgan, Director of Music Ministries                      RonM@gablesucc.org  ext.121 
Brooke Bagnall-Koger, Director of Early Childhood Center               BrookeB@gablesucc.org                    
    To contact Early Childhood Center, please call:305.444.9792 
 
Support Staff 
Anthony Cabrera, Minister of Liturgical Arts                                              Cabreraa25@att.net 
Kris Coney, Sound Technician                                                                    info@gablesucc.org 
Allen Feldman, Pew Organizer                                           
Elena Korallis, Director of Communications                             ElenaK@gablesucc.org ext.151 
Seth Patterson, Youth Bell Choir Director                                            smpatter@samford.edu  
Tony Prinzi, Print, Rentals & Reception Coordinator               TonyP@gablesucc.org  ext. 100 
Dennis Rodrigues CPA, Business Manager               DennisR@gablesucc.org ext.130 
Drew Sandbulte, Events Coordinator                                         DrewS@gablesucc.org ext.112 
Dr. Gregory Taylor, Parish Musician                                                      Gregpiano1@aol.com 
Alexandra Woods, Children‘s Choir Director            Awoods@cushmanschool.org 
 
Maintenance and Custodial Team 

                         
Rene Dominguez (Lead Custodian) 

Carlos Barrios, Rosario Noriega 
               
   

 
                                   

 
 
 
 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
mailto:MeganS@gablesucc.org
mailto:AaronL@gablesucc.org
mailto:GermanMinistry@gablesucc.org
mailto:MarkH@gablesucc.org
mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
mailto:RonM@gablesucc.org
mailto:BrookeB@gablesucc.org
mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org
mailto:smpatter@samford.edu
mailto:TonyP@gablesucc.org
mailto:DennisR@gablesucc.org
mailto:DrewS@gablesucc.org
mailto:Gregpiano1@aol.com
mailto:awoods@cushmanschool.org
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REMEMBER: 

These are the times that call upon our faith— times like this, when we and those around 
us need assurance that we’re not alone, and that together we will get through whatever 
lies ahead. Now is the time to draw close to God in prayer, and to one another in acts 
of compassion and care. You are encouraged to reach out to others in our church 
family, making sure they are well. And please, if you are in need of groceries, a meal, 
conversation, a pharmacy run, or anything else, let us know. Many volunteers are ready 
to help. We really are all in this together. God bless! 
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