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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
• No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome in this United Church of Christ congregation.    
 

• Large-print bulletins, hearing devices, and cough drops 
are available from the ushers. 

 

• Nursery and pre-school care is available during worship if you wish. 
 

• God is calling you today, but probably not on your cell phone! 
Please remember to put it on vibrate if you are expecting an emergency call. 

 

• ALL are welcome to this time and place of worship. 
Know that in this space you are welcome as you are, for who you are. 

Together we celebrate all of God’s children – young, old and in-between;  
male, female and in-between; gay, lesbian, straight and in-between;  

the assured, the doubting, and the in-between;  
the optimistic, the cynics, and the in-between;  

the foolish, the wise, and the in-between. 
 

The Reverend Dr. Laurinda Hafner, Senior Pastor 
    The Reverend Megan Smith, Associate Pastor  

The Reverend Aaron Lauer, Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations 
 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 
3010 De Soto Boulevard  

Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6317 
Phone: 305.448.7421 ~ www.gablesucc.org 

 
CCLI License # 11282912 

 
 
 
 

http://www.gablesucc.org/
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
March 15, 2020                     Our faith is over 2000 years old                              11:00 a.m.         
                                                         Our thinking is not. 

 

 

 
 

 
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

Privilege is when you think that something’s not a problem  
because it’s not a problem for you personally. 

                                                                                                             –David Gaider 
 

*Please stand as you are able.  
 

Please note: This morning our Lenten journey continues, a season once described as a time 
to “wipe our feet” before entering the glory of Easter by taking time for introspection, self-
examination, and repentance.  To mark this holy season, you will note that we are 
"unplugging" for a few weeks from our usual exuberant worship and making our time 
together more reflective and meditative. We therefore encourage you, unless you are 
asked, to not applaud after our musical offerings. May this Lenten season bring us to a 
renewal of that joy and a deeper understanding of our church year.  

  
GATHERING MUSIC                  

Dr. Greg Taylor, Parish Musician  
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                 

Thank you for signing and passing the red hospitality pad found in the pews. 

 

Please use your smartphone to check in on Facebook; let your family and friends know 
that you are at Coral Gables Congregational UCC. 

 

Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 
each Sunday at gablesucc.org/live. 

 

Be sure to “like” us at facebook.com/gablesucc. 
 

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP  
                                              When I Survey the Wondrous Cross                    John Rutter 

The Chancel Choir  
 

http://gablesucc.org/live
http://facebook.com/mycgcc
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*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                               
    One:  Holy One, Spirit of God, accompany our Lenten journeys. 
    All:    Give us courage to spend time in the wilderness; the place where you 

bring us face to face with ourselves. 
One:  Help us to pray with honesty. Help us to reflect deeply. Help us to live with            

simplicity. Make us hungry and thirsty for your life-giving presence. 
All:  May the sharp truths learned in the desert prepare us for this season of 

“Lenting” go of all that holds us back and separates us from you.  
     
*OPENING HYMN  

Just as I am, without one plea but that your blood was shed for me, 
and that you called inviting me, O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 

 
Just as I am, though tossed about with many a conflict, many a doubt, 
Fightings and fears within, without, O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 

 
Just as I am, you will receive, will welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

Because your promise I believe, O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 
 

Just as I am, your love unknown has broken every barrier down; 
Now to be yours, and yours alone, O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 

 
OUR SAVIOR’S PRAYER (spoken)                        From the New Zealand Prayer Book 

Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
Source of all that is and that shall be, Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 

sustain our hope and come on earth. 

With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and testing, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. Amen 
 

You may be seated following the prayer.  
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SUNG INTERLUDE                           Ubi Caritas   

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON              Esther 4:1-17  
When Mordecai learned all that had been done, Mordecai tore his clothes and put on 
sackcloth and ashes, and went through the city, wailing with a loud and bitter cry; he went 
up to the entrance of the king’s gate, for no one might enter the king’s gate clothed with 
sackcloth.  In every province, wherever the king’s command and his decree came, there 
was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting and weeping and lamenting, and most of 
them lay in sackcloth and ashes. 
 
When Esther’s maids and her eunuchs came and told her, the queen was deeply distressed; 
she sent garments to clothe Mordecai, so that he might take off his sackcloth; but he would 
not accept them.  Then Esther called for Hathach, one of the king’s eunuchs, who had been 
appointed to attend her, and ordered him to go to Mordecai to learn what was happening 
and why. Hathach went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of the king’s 
gate, and Mordecai told him all that had happened to him, and the exact sum of money that 
Haman had promised to pay into the king’s treasuries for the destruction of the 
Jews. Mordecai also gave him a copy of the written decree issued in Susa for their 
destruction, that he might show it to Esther, explain it to her, and charge her to go to the 
king to make supplication to him and entreat him for her people.                (Continued…) 
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Hathach went and told Esther what Mordecai had said. Then Esther spoke to Hathach and 
gave him a message for Mordecai, saying, “All the king’s servants and the people of the 
king’s provinces know that if any man or woman goes to the king inside the inner court 
without being called, there is but one law—all alike are to be put to death. Only if the king 
holds out the golden scepter to someone, may that person live. I myself have not been 
called to come in to the king for thirty days.”  When they told Mordecai what Esther had 
said, Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, “Do not think that in the king’s palace you will 
escape any more than all the other Jews.  For if you keep silence at such a time as this, 
relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another quarter, but you and your father’s 
family will perish. Who knows? Perhaps you have come to royal dignity for just such a 
time as this.”  

Then Esther said in reply to Mordecai, “Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, and 
hold a fast on my behalf, and neither eat nor drink for three days, night or day. I and my 
maids will also fast as you do. After that I will go to the king, though it is against the law; 
and if I perish, I perish.”  Mordecai then went away and did everything as Esther had 
ordered him. 

Friends, listen. God is still speaking. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE                     I Shall Not Want      Audrey Assad/arr. Sorensen 

Alexandra Woods, soloist 
Audrey Assad is an American singer-songwriter and contemporary Christian music artist. 
Her debut album, The House You're Building, was released in July 2010 and went on to be 
named on Amazon.com's list of Best Christian Music of 2010. She has worked and toured 
with other CCM artists such as Chris Tomlin, Tenth Avenue North, Matt Maher and Jars 
of Clay. Her most recent album, Evergreen, was released in 2018. 
 

From the love of my own comfort, 
From the fear of having nothing, 
from a life of worldly passions, 

Deliver me, O God. 

From the need to be understood, 
and from a need to be accepted, 
From the fear of being lonely, 

deliver me O God. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singer-songwriter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Contemporary_Christian_music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_House_You%27re_Building
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amazon.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Contemporary_Christian_music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chris_Tomlin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tenth_Avenue_North
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matt_Maher
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jars_of_Clay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jars_of_Clay
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Refrain: 
And I shall not want, no, I shall not want. 

When I taste Your goodness, I shall not want. 
 

From the fear of serving others, 
and from the fear of death or trial, 

And from the fear of humility, 
Deliver me O God. 

 
THE MORNING MESSAGE “Lenting” Go of Privilege      

The Rev. Dr. Laurinda Hafner 
 
THE RITUAL OF “LENTING GO…” 
You are invited at this time to write on the paper found in your bulletin what you would 
like to “lent” go of in order to become free of that which holds you back from being all you 
are truly meant to be.  At the end of the service, you will be invited to bring your paper 
forward and place it in the water. It will disappear, symbolizing your “Lenting” go of it. 
Pencils are available in the pews. 
 
INSTRUMENTAL REFLECTION    
 
THE MORNING PRAYERS 
At this time, you are invited to text your prayer requests to Pastor Laurie at 305.968.6482 

or e-mail at 305.968.6482@vtext.com. 
 
SUNG RESPONSE                           Nada te Turbe               

Nada te turbe, nada te espante.  
Quiena Dios tiene nada le falta.  
Nada te turbe, nada te espante.  

Sólo Dios basta 
 

Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten,  
those who seek God shall never go wanting. 
Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten,  

God alone fills us. 
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THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS  
Please know that your financial support of the church does great things not only within 
these walls but far beyond. If you wish to give on your mobile device today, please text 
“GABLESUCC” to 77977. 
 
We invite you at this time to come forward down the center aisle to offer up your morning 
offering by placing it in the water and/or your morning offering and placing it in the 
offering plates on either the right or left-hand side.  Please return to your pew by the side 
aisles.      

    Offertory Music                    They Won't Go When I Go                            Stevie Wonder  
Josef Spencer 

 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (All) 
God our helper, we rely on your faithfulness. When we cry, you listen and answer. 
The light of your presence carries us from sadness into joy.  Your love turns our 
mourning into dancing! Thank you for the privilege of sharing in the healing of our 
broken world. Use our monetary support to help others. Accept that which we long to 
“Lent” go of, and in doing so, to become the best of what you have created us to be. 
We pray in the Spirit of Jesus our guide and our strength. Amen. 
 
*CLOSING HYMN                O God, How We Have Wandered 
 

O God, how we have wandered and hidden from your face' 
in foolishness have squandered your legacy of grace. 

But how, in exile dwelling, we turn with fear and shame, 
as distant but compelling, you call us each by name. 

And now at length discerning the evil that we do, 
by faith we are returning with hope and trust in you. 

In haste you come to meet us, and home rejoice bring, 
in gladness there to greet us with calf and robe and ring. 

O God of all the living, both banished and restored, 
compassionate, forgiving, our peace and hope assured. 

Grant now that our transgressing, our faithlessness may cease. 
Stretch out your hand in blessing, in pardon, and in peace. 
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*THE SENDING FORTH  
    One:  Go in peace to love and serve God.  
    All:   Thanks be to God.                                                                                    
 
*THE POSTLUDE                                                                             

Dr. Greg Taylor, piano 
 

During the postlude, you are invited to come forward to the piano and enjoy the music.  
Following the service, please join us in the Fellowship Hall for our Connection Café. 

Come, enjoy some refreshments as well as the chance to connect with others.   
  Visitors, we would LOVE to have you join us!  

 
 
 

 
A WARM AND CORDIAL WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS! 

 

If you are visiting us today, we welcome you. We are grateful we have found each other. 
And, if somehow, there is something in you, some still small voice seeking a place to live 
out your faith, to ask important questions, and to serve beyond yourself, we invite you into 
our community. For more information about the church, please contact Pastor Laurie at 
305.448.7421, ext. 116 or LaurieH@gablesucc.org.  

 
Invite your family and friends around the world to worship with us online 

today and each Sunday at gablesucc.org/live. 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS  
We remember all those places of war, violence and unrest, as we continue to pray for peace 
for all people around the world. Today’s prayers especially include those who are dealing 
with the Coronavirus. A lighted candle on the altar symbolizes our prayers for peace, 
compassion, and unity. 
 

STAY IN TOUCH 
Once a week or so, Pastor Laurie e-mails a pastoral letter, Laurie’s Lines, to all members 
and friends, filling them in on the week’s events, any special concerns that have arisen, and 
general church business. If you would like to be included, contact Drew at 
DrewS@gablesucc.org. 

 
 

mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org
http://gablesucc.org/live


PLEASE NOTE: THE FOLLOWING HAVE BEEN CANCELLED THIS WEEK: 
POP (Parents of Preschoolers), Centering Support Group, Lunch and the Bible, Thursday 
Evening Therapeutic Groups, Sisters on Sojourn, Early Childhood Center classes, All CAP 
(Community Arts Program) classes and rehearsals, Youth Service Weekend, Music 
Reading 101, and Spanish Language Grief Support Group. 
 

POSTPONED: 
The Nehemiah Action Rally for Justice originally scheduled for Monday, March 16 has 
been postponed until Monday, May 11, 2020. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

GRACE, GRAVITY, AND GROWING OLD 
The WISE (Welcoming, Inclusive, Supportive and Engaged for Mental Health) Team is 
presenting a yearlong series titled Grace, Gravity and Getting Old. This series will be 
presented by a variety of trained professionals in fields of medicine, psychology, 
sociology, and law, as we explore aspects of graceful aging.  
 
The series is based on Parker Palmer’s book On the Brink of Everything. The book is for 
sale in the Fellowship Hall today or by contacting Lisa LeSueur at LisaL@gablesucc.org. 
Upcoming programs in the series include: 
 
TODAY, March 15 at 12:30 p.m. in Havighorst Lounge – The Aging Body: What to 
Expect. Led by church member and physician Dr. Steve Weirich, we will look at the 
physical changes that naturally take place during the aging process. Dr. Weirich is a board 
certified family physician who is affiliated with North Shore Medical Center as well as 
Jackson Health System and Mt. Sinai Medical Center.  
 
Sunday, March 29 at 12:30 p.m. in Havighorst Lounge - Grace, Gravity and Getting 
Old. Our conversation around Parker Palmer’s book On the Brink of Everything continues 
as we discuss the examined life. Led by Pastor Laurie. 
 
Sunday, April 26 at 12:30 p.m. in Havighorst Lounge - Aging and the Brain. Led by 
Dr. Anthony Oliva, Ph.D. Earning his undergraduate degree in Biological Sciences from 
the University of Chicago and his Ph.D. in Neuroscience from Baylor College of 
Medicine, Dr. Oliva, a church member, brings with him extensive experience in the fields 
of health science and education.  He will discuss the latest research and clinical trials for 
treating aging, dementia, and frailty. 

 
 
 
 

mailto:LisaL@gablesucc.org
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GET OUR CHURCH APP 
For all Apple and Android users, get your official Gables UCC App by going to the App 
Store or Google Play and downloading it. It’s free! And it will keep you up-to-date and 
connected with church information, special announcements, calendar, and the staff. Need 
help? Contact Elena Korallis, our Director of Communications, at ElenaK@gablesucc.org. 

 
LOTUS HOUSE DONATIONS 

Our Sunday School children and youth are supporting Lotus House Homeless Shelter. In 
March, we are collecting sanitary pads, regular or super sizes in original sealed 
packaging. Please place your items on the Lotus House Table in Fellowship Hall, or send 
your items to Pastor Megan at Gables UCC via Amazon. Thank you.   

 
LENTEN VESPERS 

Wednesdays, through April 1, from 6:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
You may view vespers online at 6:30 p.m.  

Vespers or Evening Prayer will be held through the season of Lent as a way to encounter 
this holy time in preparation for the joy of Easter. These services, made up of candlelight, 
music, and prayer, offer the perfect quiet break we need from the stress and noise of life 
around us. A light soup dinner with homemade bread will be served each Wednesday 
from 5:30 p.m. – 6:15 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. All are welcome.  
 

GABLES UCC WALKING GROUP 
Every Wednesday Evening from 6:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. 

 

Join Pastor Megan for a weekly walk around the Granada Golf Course and back. We meet 
outside our church’s Fair Trade shop. and leave the church together.  You may choose to 
walk slowly or quickly, with a friend, or alone.  

 
SUNDAYS IN LENT: “LENTING” GO… 

Join us throughout Lent as we discover the power of “Lenting” go of those things which 
prevent us from being all that God has created us to be and to enjoy and embrace life to its 
fullest for ourselves and others. 

Sunday, March 22 – “Lenting” Go of the Past  
Sunday, March 29 – “Lenting” Go of the Need to Be Enough  
Sunday, April 5 (Palm Sunday) – “Lenting” Go of the Path of Least Resistance 
Sunday, April 12 (Easter) – “Lenting” Go of Fear  

mailto:ElenaK@gablesucc.org


 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT STUDY  
The Challenge of Paul 

A Video and Bible study, based on the work of John Dominic Crossan 
Sundays, through March 29 from 9:45 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. 

In The Challenge of Paul, John Dominic Crossan gives us the benefit of his lifelong search 
for the Paul of history to create a new understanding that sheds new light on Paul and why 
he is more relevant than ever today.  
 

LET’S GO TO THE THEATRE 
Camelot at the Actor's Playhouse 
Sunday, March 22 at 3:00 p.m. 

Shuttle leaves the church at 2:30 p.m. 
$40/ ticket and must be paid for at time of registration  

To register and pay for your ticket, please visit the ticket table in Fellowship Hall after 
worship, or contact Drew Sandbulte at 305-448-7421 ext. 112 or drews@gablesucc.org. 
 

LOVE THE CHURCH? BECOME A MEMBER 
If you are interested in “inquiring” about what it means to be a member of Gables UCC, 
we invite you to attend one of our Sunday morning inquirer’s breakfasts where you will 
hear an informative presentation about the church. If you are then interested in 
membership, an evening dinner at Pastor Laurie’s is our follow-up session that week, 
followed by the receiving of new members the next Sunday. Our next information session 
is Sunday, March 29 at 9:45 a.m. in the church library. For more information, contact 
Pastor Laurie at LaurieH@gablesucc.org. 
 

FAIR TRADE MARKETPLACE 
Find the perfect, unique and special item or gift for you or your family and friends 

 while helping others make a just and fair living.  
Hours Today: Noon - 2:00 p.m.; Tuesday - Saturday: 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

We support artisans in over 30 developing countries by purchasing their indigenous 
products made under safe working conditions. Located outside the Fellowship Hall. 

 
REMEMBER: These are the times that faith is for — times like this, when we and 
those around us need assurance that we’re not alone, and that together we will get 
through whatever lies ahead. Now is the time to draw close to God in prayer, and to 
one another in acts of compassion and care. You are encouraged to reach out to 
others in our church family, making sure they are well.  And please, if you are in 
need of groceries, a meal, conversation, a pharmacy run, or anything else, let us 
know Many volunteers are ready to help. We really are all in this together. God 
bless! 

mailto:drews@gablesucc.org
mailto:LaurieH@gablesucc.org


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 

  


	Friends, listen. God is still speaking.
	Thanks be to God!



